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SEEN & HEARD

Members of KCAD’s 2016 graduating class are all smiles after the commencement
ceremony at Fountain Street Church.

KCAD’s student fashion
alliance, Bodies of Art,
showcased studentdesigned garments
inspired by the animal
kingdom in its annual
fashion show, held this
year inside Frederik
Meijer Gardens &
Sculpture Park.

KCAD President Leslie Bellavance (2nd from left) with (left to right) Martijn Savenije, Livio
Bod, and Josephine Nijstad, members of the Spaak+ team from the Netherlands, which
won 1st place in the Wege Prize 2016 design competition.

Titled UN.EARTH, the annual capstone
fashion show of work from students in KCAD’s
Pamella Roland DeVos School of Fashion
was held at Grand Rapids Downtown Market.

Poet, sound artist, and visual artist Matteo Galvano
(left, in apron) and costume and scenic designer
C. David Russell (right) interact with KCAD students
during their visit to campus.

ON CATALYSTS
The theme of this edition of Portfolio is “Catalyst.” Sometimes
tremendous change can be triggered by the smallest of things.
The new Grand Rapids Public Museum School, one of four Grand
Rapids Public Schools Centers of Innovation, had its beginnings
in this way. Dale Robertson, the Public Museum Executive
Director, and Tony Baker, the GRPS School Board President,
sparked the whole idea with casual conversation while jogging
together. Today, it is a reality. After completing a very successful
first year, GRPS is now renovating a second location for
classrooms, hiring teachers for the 7th grade classes,
and writing grants for the creation of the high school.
These pages are filled with stories like this, highlighting the
individuals, programs, and ideas that became catalysts in
their own right, forging pathways for new ideas, experimental
iterations, and bold leaps forward. KCAD celebrates this
creative process and fosters a learning environment where
students study to become the creative catalysts in their
careers and studios.

A pair of winners in the 2016 West Central Michigan Region Scholastic Art
and Writing Awards, to which KCAD played host.

We hope these stories inspire you as they showcase our students,
graduates, and faculty leading the way, creating partnerships and
working to positively impact communities near and far. Perhaps
they will even spark transformative experiences of your own.
Dr. Cindy Todd, Professor and Art Education Program Chair
Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University

ON A MISSION
As a college within Ferris State University, Kendall College of Art and
Design prepares students for leadership in the visual arts, design,
art history, and art education; provides innovative, collaborative
education that fosters intellectual growth and individual creativity;
and promotes the ethical and civic responsibilities of artists and
designers, locally and globally.
Let us know what you think: what should be kept, discarded, or
improved. And let us know if you have ideas or stories for our
writers and artists to dig into. You can always reach us at
kcadcommunications@ferris.edu.

ON THE COVER
For this issue’s cover, we asked alumnus Nicolas Sanchez
(‘09, Painting) to explore the theme of “Catalyst” in one of his
signature ballpoint ink drawings. Since graduating from KCAD,
Sanchez has been making waves in exhibitions around the world
and in publications such as VOGUE Italia, Vanity Fair, New York
Magazine, Drawing Magazine, and Fine Art Connoisseur with his
emotive and intricate style. You can read more about Sanchez’
journey in the Alumni Q&A on page 14.
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REIMAGINING
K-12 EDUCATION
For 6th graders at Grand Rapids Public Schools’ (GRPS’) new Public Museum School,
traditional classroom walls and physical boundaries do not exist. The space they call
“school” spans the entire downtown Grand Rapids community, turning conventional
young learners into creative and critical thinkers.
By Kyle Moroney

“What I’ve learned more than anything else
is that there are so many assumptions, so
many walls and barriers in education that
don’t have to be there—and we can tear
them down,” says Dr. Christopher Hanks,
Museum School principal.
Throughout the Museum School’s inaugural
year, its 60 students have been introduced
to a new world of learning, significantly
enhancing not only their education but also their way of life.
While students may begin their school day on the 3rd floor of the Grand
Rapids Public Museum, their daily learning adventures continue at various
locations throughout the downtown area. They often eat lunch on the Blue
Bridge, enjoy class outdoors at Ah-Nab-Awen Park, ice skate at Rosa Parks
Circle, or visit the YMCA for gym class and check out books at the Grand
Rapids Public Library.
“They are city dwellers,” says Kim Rowland, GRPS curriculum integration
specialist and Museum School teacher. “These are great resources for the
students to get out and about in the community.”
In order to create the school’s unique curriculum, GRPS tapped into the
knowledge and resources of both Grand Valley State University (GVSU)
and Kendall College of Art and Design (KCAD) of Ferris State University.
GVSU contributed broad expertise in place-based education, while KCAD
faculty played an integral role in framing the design-thinking aspect of
the curriculum.
For the past two years—before the Museum School opened its doors
last September—KCAD faculty Gayle DeBruyn, chair of the Collaborative
Design and Furniture Design programs, and Dr. Cindy Todd, chair of the Art
Education program, worked cohesively with GRPS Museum School staff in
designing an innovative curriculum that stretches the minds of its students
and blends Common Core and additional K-12 standards with the design
thinking process.
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“You have to know what your constraints are—just as you would
with any design problem,” DeBruyn says. “You know that you
have to teach Common Core and 21st-century skills and all the
accreditation requirements that exist within GRPS. You have to
meet all those expectations. But it’s the ‘how’ you’re going
to do it that is being reimagined.”
Dr. Todd explains that staff and students alike have learned to pace
themselves through this innovative process, focusing on mastering
one component at a time.
“Everyone is learning with each other and because of each other—
and that dynamic has been phenomenal,” she says. “Students here
are having a very different learning experience than the average
student. The city has become their classroom.”
The objective of the Museum School is to nurture authentic learning
and let the students drive the process as much as possible, according
to Rowland. Rather than teaching “siloed” subjects, Museum School
faculty commonly weave various subjects together within the same
lesson to create a fluid learning connection.
Each school project stretches the students’ independence and
critical-thinking skills and helps them “unlearn” previously ingrained
habits, such as the constant need to succeed and a tendency to
refrain from taking risks.
“One of the hardest things for them to learn is to think outside the box,”
Rowland says. “We’re teaching them that failure is okay and taking
risks is okay.”
Museum School staff attribute the school’s risk-taking and uncustomary
culture to Hanks, a former associate professor at GVSU’s College of
Education who has a background in education philosophy and school
reform and experimentation. He believes the negative perception of
failure has been a flaw in the traditional education setting.
“You only learn at the edge of your ability, and if you don’t go beyond
the edge of your ability, you’re not going to stretch the limits of your
learning,” Hanks says. “If you try new things at the edge of your ability,
you’re probably going to fail. But if we focus on the process and the
lessons from messing up, that’s when learning happens.”
Since September, Hanks has seen his students become more
confident about stepping outside their comfort zones and dreaming
up ideas that some might consider unconventional.
“I’ve watched them grow significantly, make connections with each
other, and be willing to speak up and question each other,” he says.

The school’s first year has been an experimental learning
environment for everyone, including Hanks and the entire Museum
School staff. Despite first-year challenges, staff and students have
gained significant insight and knowledge that will lead the Museum
School into the future.
“We’re putting everything on the table,” Hanks says. “Our partnership
with KCAD helps us take a look at everything and ask, ‘Is there a
different way to accomplish these goals?’”
As Museum School staff look forward to seeing this year’s students
become 7th graders next fall, they are excited to welcome a new crop
of 6th graders and strengthen the partnerships among GRPS, KCAD,
and the school’s other collaborators.
“We’re building something brand new and we’re hoping this school
is truly a new model for American education. And we can’t do that
without KCAD as a partner,” Hanks says. “The relationship between
GRPS and KCAD is fantastic. The KCAD faculty and staff we work
with are completely supportive.”
Along the way, the curriculum has been tweaked, parents have given
feedback, and the school’s lottery admission system has undergone
changes—all to improve the Museum School’s nontraditional
education setting and its mission.
“I think it’s one of the most interesting schools that we have. The school
has become a true community school that belongs to KCAD, GVSU, the
Public Museum, and GRPS. We all own this school,” GRPS Superintendent
Teresa Weatherall Neal says. “What KCAD brings to the table in terms
of art and design is helping students and will literally change the
lives of these children. There are no boundaries for these kids.”
Neal hopes the Museum School’s progressive concept expands
beyond the city of Grand Rapids.
“There are opportunities for these schools in every corner of a
community,” she says. “As KCAD has stepped up, it’s allowed other
institutions in the community to ask, ‘How can we play a part in
students’ learning?’”
Looking ahead, Hanks hopes the Museum School will blur the lines
between high school and college. He would like to see future high
school students have the ability to dual enroll at KCAD.
“We’ve learned a great deal about KCAD and the deep pool of talent
among KCAD’s students and faculty,” he says. “I hope our partnership
becomes tighter and the Museum School becomes a meaningful place
for GRPS and KCAD students alike to have a great experience.
KCAD PORTFOLIO | SUMMER 2016
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Design Ambassadors
Students and graduates alike are taking the human-centered design
principles instilled in them at KCAD and pushing outside the bounds of
what are conventionally considered their disciplines.
By John Wiegand

What Is HumanCentered Design?
Human-centered design is a
design process driven by empathy
for the user. It requires designers
to deeply understand the needs of
the user and frame those needs
as a problem that the design
must solve.

Above: Industrial Design student Justin
Beitzel helps construct a full-size model of a
redesigned patient room in Spectrum Health’s
Epilepsy Monitoring Unit.

Case in point: alumnus Wes Keely (’15, Industrial
Design), who landed a coveted and highly
competitive position at Mercy Health’s newly
minted Innovation Hub late last year. There, he and
his teammates craft new processes to streamline
or otherwise improve patient care and patients’
experience throughout Mercy Health’s operations.
“Our team doesn’t necessarily have a health care
background, so we see things in a different light,” says
Keely. “They hired us specifically for that reason. Once
people have been here for a while they tend to see
things through a certain lens. We acknowledge that
lens exists but we look around other ways and ask,
‘Well what about this?’ We’re able to bring up a lot of
different viewpoints and find things like stakeholders
who weren’t necessarily accounted for before.”
Keely says one of the general ideas his team is
exploring centers on speeding up the patient waiting
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experience at the hospital. Keely’s team also trains
members of other departments throughout Mercy
Health’s operation on human-centered design
principles. Though he’s not designing specific products,
Keely always falls back on the human-centered
design process when presented with a problem.
“You have to trust in the process,” Keely says.
“Some people try to cheat the process and go right
to solutions—and that doesn’t work. Trusting the
process allows us to create new solutions, and if
we’re not creating solutions, we can at least be
tactful and mindful of bringing everything back
to that patient experience.”
KCAD’s commitment to human-centered design
principles also benefits current students, such as
the Industrial Design and Interior Design students
working alongside Spectrum Health Innovations
(SHI). An eight-person collaborative team, SHI works

with Spectrum Health staff and external professionals
from diverse backgrounds to create cutting-edge
health care products and technologies. KCAD
students have collaborated closely with Spectrum
Health and SHI staff to redesign rooms in Spectrum
Health’s Epilepsy Monitoring Unit (EMU) with an
innovative spatial concept that aims to increase
the safety and comfort level of epilepsy patients who
must remain in these rooms for an average of five
to seven days while medical staff monitor them
and develop appropriate treatment plans.
This type of treatment requires that patients
have multiple seizures in the EMU so that their
brain activity and behavior can be analyzed.
Because these seizures can happen at any time,
EMU patients are currently confined to their beds
to protect them from injury during an episode.
SHI’s concerns over the lack of patient mobility
led the students to design room concepts
featuring padded floors; curved surface edges;
a soft, natural color palette; and lounge-type
furniture that can easily be converted into
hospital furniture—all in an attractive, homelike
environment. The students are also exploring
ideas for an EMU-specific bed that would allow a
patient full control over its adjustability.
“Human-centered design really helps me get in
other people’s minds and look at the problem or
opportunity from their perspective,” says Xiaoyang
Guo, an Industrial Design senior involved in the
project. “That way we’re not designing something
that makes sense only to us and not to other people.
It’s important to understand their perspective.”
In addition to the EMU project, students from the
Fashion Studies program, in conjunction with last
year’s DisArt Festival, worked with SHI to develop
specialized compression garments for children
suffering from neuromuscular diseases. The
students spent numerous hours with the children,
taking detailed measurements and talking to
them and their parents about their specific needs.

Associate Professor Lee Davis, who is involved in
the EMU project. “It’s not just for me walking in that
space, it’s for everyone. With the EMU space, students
are trying to get inside the experience of an epilepsy
patient, but they have to also see things through the
doctors’ eyes, the families’ eyes—everyone’s eyes.”
KCAD has also taken its human-centered design
philosophy abroad. Since 2012, Industrial Design
Associate Professor Jon Moroney has spearheaded
an ongoing collaboration between KCAD, Grand
Valley State University, and the Universidad
Nacional Autonoma de Nicaragua (UNAN) to teach
human-centered design principles to students
and faculty at the university. Now, the partnership,
which has included Industrial Design students
since 2013, has matured to the point that KCAD
is working closely with a core group of UNAN
educators to develop their own human-centered
design pedagogy. A delegation from UNAN traveled
to West Michigan last year to learn firsthand at
KCAD and other institutions.
“I liked the methodology from KCAD, where
professors and private companies commit to and
work with young innovators,” says Beverly Castillo,
a senior lecturer and coordinator of the Research
and Innovation Multidisciplinary Regional Faculty at
UNAN. “It was important to see the reflection process
of young people on the basis of identifying problems,
but also their commitment to their ideas and projects
that contribute to solving these problems.”
Moroney notes that teaching the humancentered design philosophy to the UNAN staff has
required an adherence to the same open-minded
principles that characterize it.
“They teach very differently than we do,” says
Moroney. “We couldn’t just say ‘here’s what we
do, now replicate it’ because they don’t have the
programming, facilities, or structure to do it. It’s all
about figuring out how they can learn from what
we’re doing in a way that makes sense for their
educational system.”

“The KCAD students are great at observing and
understanding problems at a very core, humanistic
level, and digging beyond the superficial level
of just needing a device that does this or that,”
says Scott Daigger, manager of Innovation and
Entrepreneurship at SHI. “You can approach a
problem that way, but I think having that more
holistic viewpoint gives you a deeper understanding.”

There’s little doubt that adopting human-centered
design principles is invaluable to creative
professionals, whether KCAD graduates, students,
or professors 3,000 miles away. However, despite
how wide ranging those roles may be, Keely
says that at its core, the human-centered
design philosophy hinges on helping others.

Both the EMU and garment projects underscore a
cornerstone of human-centered design: empathy.
“We try to teach empathy,” says Interior Design

“The whole reason why I got into design in the first
place was to create products that made people’s
lives better. That was it.”

From top: A leadership contingent from the
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Nicaragua tours
the KCAD campus; Industrial Design student Justin
Beitzel presenting renderings of the redesigned
EMU patient rooms; EMU patient rooms; Garments
designed by Fashion Studies students for children
with neuromuscular diseases on display during the
DisArt Fashion Show.
KCAD PORTFOLIO | SUMMER 2016
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New KCAD Scholarships Foster
the Next Generation of Creativity
Grand Rapids has a long history as a place where art and design are made and celebrated.
And now it has an even stronger future as a place for emerging artists and designers, thanks
to three new scholarships for KCAD students.
By Karin Lannon
Given annually, the Mathias Alten Legacy Endowed Award, Jan G. Vonk
Endowed Scholarship, and Conduit Study Away Annual Scholarship will
help defray the cost of college and participating in study abroad programs.
All three of the new awards were created by people with ties to the Grand
Rapids community—a community that Sandy Britton,
Dean of Student Success at KCAD, says understands
the importance of supporting KCAD.
“We know that Grand Rapids loves art and is an ideal
fit for the creative soul,” she explains. “In order to
nurture this culture of creativity, we need to continue
to foster learning and provide the tools to help each
student. With approximately 95% of the KCAD student
population receiving financial aid, providing scholarship
opportunities for our students is extremely important.”

“

The award is given to a full-time Graphic Design student who exemplifies
personal integrity, dedication to the program, and community service,
the same qualities exuded by a man who saw KCAD as a home away
from home and approached his work with genuine joy and devotion.

In order to nurture this culture
of creativity, we need to continue
to foster learning and provide the
tools to help each student.”
- Sandy Britton, Dean of Student Success, KCAD

Established by Anita Gilleo, granddaughter
of Grand Rapids-based post-Impressionist
painter Mathias J. Alten, the new Mathias
Alten Legacy Endowed Award honors the
collaboration between her grandfather and
KCAD’s namesake, David Wolcott Kendall.
When Gilleo first began giving to the college in 2001, creating an annual
scholarship that she then endowed in 2015, it marked a continuation
of her dedication to preserving and promoting her grandfather’s
legacy. Many of the estimated 1,500 Alten paintings currently on
display throughout West Michigan were personally donated by Gilleo to
various organizations. She has also produced a documentary film on her
grandfather and successfully campaigned to have his Grand Rapids
home included on the National Register of Historic Places.
It’s Gilleo’s hope that the award will not only assist KCAD students
financially but also encourage them to pursue the techniques Alten was
known for, including solid drawing and draftsmanship skills, discipline
and industriousness, respect for traditional standards of craftsmanship,
versatility of medium and subject matter, and “painterly” technique.
The Jan G. Vonk Endowed Scholarship was
created by Katherine A. Vonk and her children
in honor of her husband and their father, who
attended KCAD and taught in the Graphic
Design program from 1966-2005. Vonk also
served as interim dean of the faculty and
played a key role in KCAD’s acquisition of the
Woodbridge N. Ferris Building.

Graphic Design Professor and Interim Dean of the College Ron Riksen,
a longtime colleague of Vonk’s, recalled, “Jan put his heart and soul
into teaching. He was a big helper to many students over the years,
and a believer in helping others, if possible. This award will honor his
legacy by supporting students through the gift of scholarship.”
Established by KCAD alumnus and Conduit
Studio owner John O’Neill (’01, Graphic
Design), the Conduit Study Away Annual
Scholarship is given to a full-time KCAD
undergrad in any major who wants to take
part in a study-abroad program.
O’Neill says eligibility is purposely broad, explaining, “I didn’t want it to be
based on GPA or portfolio, because this program could be the transformative
experience that improves your portfolio.” Instead, students are given 100
words to respond to a open ended prompt that encourages them to take
a risk, and the college’s scholarship committee selects a winner.
“Study abroad was such a transformative part of my education. It was
the moment when I took personal ownership of my education, and it
definitely shaped my education and career.” O’Neill acknowledges that
some students don’t study abroad because of the expense, but says,
“If there’s a way to bridge that gap, we want to help.”
According to Britton, these awards will help KCAD continue its vital role
in helping students “shake up industries, open minds, and shape the
world for the better.”
To learn more about establishing an endowment or annual scholarship, or supporting
KCAD’s general scholarship fund, contact Jill Schneider, Assistant to the President, at
jillschneider@ferris.edu or visit kcad.edu/giving to give today.
See pg. 19 for a complete listing of KCAD endowment and scholarship recipients.
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Supporting Future Creatives
Some of the most dynamic creative work to come out of West Central Michigan this year was
recently exhibited at KCAD—and it was made by artists and writers who have yet to graduate
from high school.
By Karin Lannon
For years, the college has been proud to host the West Central
Michigan Region of the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, the nation’s
longest-running and most prestigious recognition initiative for
students in grades 7–12.

“One of the great things about the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards is that
it gives young students license to explore their own ideas and make the
work that they really want to make. Our judges are always amazed by
not only the technical skill on display, but the imagination as well.”

Since its founding in 1923, the awards have been among the first
to recognize some of the most accomplished and prolific leaders in
arts and culture, such as Andy Warhol, Truman Capote, Sylvia Plath,
Richard Avedon, Robert Redford, Lena Dunham, and Ken Burns.
Students begin at the regional level, submitting work across 29
categories of art and writing. Entries earning top honors, known as
Gold Key Awards, move on to the national level of competition,
where the best works in the nation contend for 16 $10,000
scholarships and a number of $1,000 scholarships.

This year marked the first time KCAD hosted the writing portion of the
program. General Education Program Chair Adam Schuitema, who
served as one of the writing judges, echoed DeKraker’s sentiments,
saying, “I was blown away by some of the talent. They were writing at a
level I don’t think most of us would expect, and I found myself forgetting
that these were teenage writers.”

As a regional host, KCAD processes thousands of submissions each
year, and secures judges. The college also organizes a ceremony,
sponsored annually by Zeeland, MI-based home furnishing
manufacturer Howard Miller, at which students who win Honorable
Mention, Silver Key, or Gold Key Awards are honored among family
and friends. Director of Student Engagement Nicole DeKraker
says that nurturing the growth of the next generation of creative
luminaries is more than an opportunity, it’s a responsibility.
“There are so many talented young people in Michigan, and
it’s important for them to be recognized. As an institution that
champions creativity as a valuable asset for our state, our economy,
and our individual lives, we know firsthand that only good things can
happen as a result of feeding the creativity of our young students.”
Rather than rewarding students who fulfill a generic list of
requirements, the competition uses judging criteria that focus
instead on originality, technical skill, emergence of a personal
vision or voice, and freedom of expression. The result, says
DeKraker, is work that consistently exceeds expectations.

The competition is also a powerful forum for young creatives to
showcase their work to a larger audience. Gold Key Award-winning
artwork from the region was featured in an exhibition in KCAD’s
Helen Miller Gallery and The Fed Galleries @ KCAD, while winners in
the writing categories were exhibited online.
All national award-winning entries are exhibited online at
artandwriting.org, and entries may be selected to take part in the
traveling exhibition “Art.Write.Now.” 2015 West Central Michigan
regional winners Xian Boles and Spencer Schulte, who both went on
to receive recognition at the national level, are included in the current
iteration of “Art.Write.Now,” which will make a stop at KCAD this fall.
Eleven artists from the West Central Region were recognized with
national awards in this year’s competition.
However, beyond success and recognition, DeKraker says there is a
more important reward waiting for students.
“KCAD understands the courage it takes for a young creative person
to share his or her work. Whether students win an award or not, our
institution can be a place where young people learn the importance
of taking risks and always striving to reach.”
KCAD thanks Howard Miller for its continued support of the West-Central Michigan
Regional Scholastic Art & Writing Awards competition.
KCAD PORTFOLIO | SUMMER 2016
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This self-portrait represents my introspective self in the style of the original
surrealist painters and my own work about masking the self. The concept
of “masking” the true self is something that is well known by nearly every
human being. In many ways, it can be described as an elaborate act, a play
of sorts; in others, a survival tactic that maintains order and control. I believe
both examples of these methods of coping can have positive outcomes.

Mellissa Redman, alumna (’15, MFA Painting)
currently pursuing a certification in Art Education.
Photography and Digital Imaging,
Size 40”x59”, 2015.

“Surreal Self Portrait”

STEAM Engine
When President Obama signed the Every Student Succeeds Act into law this past December, the
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)-focused philosophy that has guided American
education for years officially gave way to STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math)—
a pedagogy that emphasizes the value of incorporating creativity in the classroom.
By John Wiegand

Amendment language in the federal education bill, the successor to No
Child Left Behind, speaks directly to the importance of art as a vehicle
through which a more advanced understanding of the STEM subjects
can be reached. Developed with support from a growing Congressional
STEAM Caucus, this language stands as the first clear federal policy
that supports STEAM education.
But before it ever reached Capitol Hill, STEAM advocacy flourished
thanks in part to educators like Dr. Cindy Todd, Chair of KCAD’s Art
Education program. Dr. Todd, who is also a past president of the Michigan
Art Education Association and currently serves as the Vice President
Elect of the National Art Education Association’s Western Region, has a
long history of advocating at a national level for the same arts-centered
teaching philosophy she’s instilled in her Art Education students.
“Together, science, technology, engineering, arts, and math make a very wellrounded student,” says Dr. Todd. “I think the STEAM philosophy is a much
more holistic approach that engages students with different learning styles.”
With creative-centric positions becoming increasingly prevalent in the job
market, students without an early education in art and design will be left
behind the curve. Rather than teaching students to merely retain knowledge
to be regurgitated later, art and design education promotes the centers in
the brain that process information critically instead of simply memorizing
it. As the STEAM movement progresses, KCAD will continue to integrate that
educational philosophy into its Art Education curriculum, as well as give
students the tools to advocate for a pedagogy that values creativity.
“Art is not an extracurricular activity; it’s a full-on subject that needs
to be taught,” says Dr. Todd. “Many of our Art Education students will
become the single art teacher in a school, so they have to be able to
articulate why the arts are important.”
The college’s advocacy of STEAM philosophy can also be seen in the
Medical Illustration program, which began four years ago in collaboration
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with Michigan State University’s (MSU’s) College of Human Medicine.
Students in the program work closely with medical professionals to
articulate complex medical information through striking visuals.
Students’ thorough understanding of the human body, gained through
upper-level medical-related courses taken at MSU, combined with
their visual communication skills, makes them indispensable to the
medical profession. The program’s interdisciplinary nature serves as a
microcosm of the larger STEM to STEAM movement.
“This program is KCAD’s response to the medical community’s
heightened understanding of the value of art in conveying important
medical data,” says Interim Dean of the College Ron Riksen. “The
doctors at MSU are thrilled and excited to have this relationship with
us, and the feeling is mutual.”
This summer, KCAD’s
Continuing Studies
program is infusing
STEAM principles into its
Youth course offerings.
Young learners will
have the opportunity to
experience how creativity
A Medical Illustration student working on a digital illustration
and science overlap in
courses like Backyard
Botany, in which participants explore the anatomy of plants and animals
while learning how to draw them, or Spectacular Science Experiments
with Art, which gives participants the chance to design and build a
functional kite or engineer a colorful paper roller coaster.
Top: This fall, Art Education Associate Professor Donna St. John will lead efforts to bring
STEAM learning experiences to K-12 students through KCAD’s ArtPrize 2016 Education
Days programming. Students of all ages will be guided through a lesson exploring the
intersection of STEAM knowledge fields in Leonardo da Vinci‘s work before collaborating
to create a public art installation informed by each of those fields.

A Circle of Support
At KCAD, facilitating student success is a collaborative endeavor. By supporting local organizations
that in turn create value for students, the college expands its educational experience beyond the
classroom and into the world at large, where invaluable opportunities for growth await.
By Kyle Austin
Since merging in 2013, KCAD and the Urban Institute for Contemporary
Arts (UICA) have worked collaboratively to provide opportunities for
KCAD students both in and outside the classroom. All students enjoy
UICA membership benefits, including free admission to exhibitions,
invitations to member-only events, and discounted film and event
tickets. Now, more students are not only attending UICA events but
are using its spaces for critiques and class projects as well.
There’s also the Fresh Pick Award, given annually to an exceptional
member of KCAD’s graduating class. Winners receive a solo exhibition at
UICA along with professional guidance that touches on everything from
soliciting galleries to transporting work to navigating insurance costs.
They’re even encouraged to turn to UICA for advice down the road.
“More than recognition, we’re providing a support system to ensure
that winners get more exhibition opportunities in the future,” says UICA
Executive Director Miranda Krajniak.

Rapids. The numerous galleries in the Avenue for the Arts neighborhood
offer students opportunities to showcase their work, while community
events drive traffic to exhibitions and provide a forum for students to
connect with other members of the local creative community.
“The Avenue is a natural stepping stone for students to test their skills,
get their feet wet professionally, grow relationships, and strengthen their
networking skills,” says Avenue for the Arts Coordinator Jenn Schaub.
Dwelling Place also supports the professional development of students
and alumni through Avenue initiatives like the Learning Lab internship
program, which helps students gain valuable experience in areas
like marketing and event planning, and the Break It Down workshop
series, which immerses students in a wide range of discussions
on how to succeed
as a contemporary
professional artist.

Design West Michigan (DWM) is another KCAD-affiliated organization
that’s driving student success with its strong relationships throughout
the local, national, and international design and business communities.
Students frequently join professionals on DWM-sponsored excursions that
take them off campus and inside the facilities and processes of regional
companies like Steelcase, Newell Rubbermaid, and Landscape Forms.
According to DWM Executive Director Ken Krayer, “We’re a bridge between
academics and the professional world. These companies have a wealth of
resources that our students can leverage, and DWM opens up access to
people and places students wouldn’t have otherwise.”
Clockwise from top left:
IDEO Design Director Elger
Oberwelz speaking at KCAD.
KCAD students networking
during a visit to Newell
Rubbermaid’s headquarters.
Performance at UICA
during ArtPrize 2015

DWM also brings internationally recognized design professionals to
KCAD, like Thomas Overthun and Elger Oberwelz, both design directors
at IDEO, and Andrew Blauvelt, Director of the Cranbrook Art Museum.
Attending these events and soaking up knowledge from visiting
professionals, while networking with others from around the region,
is a game-changer for students.
“When you can set the table for students to further themselves
professionally outside the classroom, you’re positioning them to
succeed well after they graduate,” says Krayer.
KCAD also is a sponsor of Avenue for the Arts, a program of Dwelling
Place, which focuses on the South Division commercial corridor in Grand

“In my experience, students who start participating in the local
creative community while they’re still in school grow better networking
opportunities and find better employment opportunities postgraduation,”
says Schaub. “That doesn’t come from sitting in your studio all the time.”
From these organizations to others like AIGA Grand Rapids, AAF West Michigan,
IxDA Grand Rapids, and IIDA Grand Rapids, there’s no shortage of collaborators
in West Michigan eager to help the next generation of creatives find their way.
“Just because one is a student does not mean one is not a part of the
fabric of the creative community,” Krajniak says. “KCAD students are
contributing really ambitious, amazing things to that community,
and it’s the responsibility of creative nonprofits to support them.”
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ALUMNI Q & A

Respect the Journey
Since graduating from KCAD, Nicolas Sanchez (’09, Painting) has held residency positions in
three foreign countries, exhibited in the Venice Biennale, created commissioned work for A-list
celebrities, and put down roots in New York City, where he’s quickly made waves with over 40
exhibitions and features in the likes of Harper’s Bazaar and New York Magazine. It’s been
quite a ride, but the Lansing, MI, native doesn’t plan on slowing down anytime soon.
By Kyle Austin
Q: Growing up, what kind of future did you envision for yourself and
your creativity?
A: I actually aspired to be a veterinarian, but my interest in art was always
there. High school was where I really started to consider a future for myself
in art—I did an ambitious mural project at my school as a senior that really
pushed me to my limits in the best way possible. When I first came to KCAD,
I wanted a career in art education, but I quickly gained knowledge and
experience that made me want to focus more on growing as an artist.
Q: How has the reality of living and working in New York City compared with
your expectations?
A: When I was accepted into the graduate program at the New York Academy
of Art in 2011, I wanted to develop my drawing and painting practice, but in
reality I learned more about why I do what I do and how art fits into my life.
Immersing myself in the NYC art world really focused my intentions as an artist.
I was challenged, questioned, and rewarded, and eventually made creative and
professional decisions to become a working artist. Art now takes up enough of
my life that I feel happy when I’m working and when I’m not working.
Q: What does it take to succeed as a professional artist in such a competitive
creative market?
A: There are many ways to be successful as an artist, but positioning yourself
to live off of your art requires you to develop other noncreative skills. It’s not
necessarily a market where you compete with others, but more a market that
forces you to challenge yourself. In major cities like New York, it can seem
cutthroat, intimidating, and overwhelming, but there are also many resources
and support systems that can counteract that. It’s important to keep in mind
that there are many opportunities for everyone, and old-fashioned dedication
and hard work never fail.
Q: You’ve done a lot of commissioned work, most notably for celebrities like
Brooke Shields, Seth Myers, and the Guggenheim family. How do you balance
those commitments with your own artistic pursuits?
A: For me, the key is discipline. It takes a considerable amount of discipline to
prioritize and manage my time wisely and effectively. Developing a sense of
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discipline, surrounding yourself with healthy support, and committing to your
practice will lead to balance and reveal opportunities to find overlap between
commissioned work and personal creative pursuits.
Q: You’ve exhibited and worked in places like China, Italy, and the Dominican
Republic. How have your experiences making and showing work abroad
impacted you as an artist?
A: Being immersed in different cultures and connecting with other people has
really broadened my perspective on how art fits into my life. As my window to
the world expands, I understand more about where I come from and my point of
view, which is directly translated into my work. In Beijing, I learned how much
emotion, thought, and intention can be integrated into simplicity. Some artists
I met there harness the noise and complexity of life, culture, and politics into
simple seascapes, creating an effective, conceptually developed experience
for the artist and the viewer.
Q: How does the context of location influence you?
A: Much of my work explores ideas of “home” versus “place” and how those
concepts are translated through memory, and that forces me to remain honest
in my work. Personal identity is always changing. Sometimes in my work, I try
to connect the dots from past to present, and from one culture to another. I am
often finding both relationships and dissonance between places, from a rural
field in Midwest America to a small kitchen full of family history in Mexico to a
crowded train station in NYC.
Q: Your career is really only just beginning. Where do you want to go from here,
and what advice would you give to those who want to follow a similar path?
A: Gerhard Richter said it best: “Chance determines our lives in important
ways. I am often astonished to find how much better chance is than I am.”
My plans include continuing to exhibit my work, traveling, and growing
in my studio. This will lead me to the next thing better than any plan I
can come up with. I would encourage everyone who wants to become a
professional artist to work harder than their neighbor, take chances and
make mistakes, and fill their lives with as many different experiences as
they can.

NEWS & NOTES

Have something to share?
To submit articles, photos, or news for future issues or for the website, please contact kcadnews@ferris.edu.

CAMPUS

STUDENT

Students collaborated with Opera Grand Rapids to
create costumes for the lighthearted operetta “The
Student Prince.”

ART EDUCATION
Mellissa Redman was selected to participate in
the Midwest Artist Studios™ Project, an initiative
that serves as a platform to provide K-12 art
educators with a means of injecting new ideas
and methods into their curricula.

As always, this year’s “Break It Down, Make It Better”
event drew a huge crowd. (credit: Ethan Ross)

A number of KCAD community members
participated in the 3rd annual Break It Down,
Make It Better event, a daylong series of artfocused panel discussions and workshops held
at Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts (UICA)
and collaboratively run by UICA, Avenue for the
Arts, and ArtPrize. Katie Moore (’13, MFA Painting)
moderated a panel discussion on public art and
placemaking; Hugo Claudin (’92, Illustration)
was part of a discussion panel titled “From
Artist to Creative Entrepreneur”; Tom Clinton
(’02, Printmaking) moderated a workshop titled
“Creating Works to Scale”; Amanda Carmer
Rainey (’14, MFA Photography) moderated a
discussion panel on applying for shows and
grants, which included Mark Rumsey (’08, MFA
Printmaking); and Drawing Professor Deborah
Rockman was part of a discussion panel titled
“Art and Social Action.”

COLLABORATIVE DESIGN
Aaron Porter was
accepted into Google’s
highly competitive
internship program as a
user experience designer
for YouTube.

FURNITURE DESIGN
Heather Seto won 1st place and a $5,000
scholarship in the 2016 Bienenstock Furniture
Design Competition, held annually by the
Bienenstock Furniture Library.

Aaron Porter

Ian Culver and Furniture Design student Eric
Schroeder worked with SiTE:Lab to install artist
Julie Schenkelberg’s work at the UNTITLED Art
Fair in Miami.
DIGITAL MEDIA
Logan Matthews reached an agreement with
Crimson Dragon Publishing to publish his children’s
book Little Astro and the Mysterious Moon Rock in
the fall of 2016.
DRAWING

Baurichter during her original performance of
“Against Self-Sabotoge” at KCAD.

KCAD President Leslie Bellavance (far right) in
Rosa Parks Circle with the student winners of the
2015 Window Wonderland competition.

The 3rd annual Window Wonderland competition
transformed the storefronts of 17 local
businesses into eye-catching creative displays
by 31 KCAD student participants. Interior Design
students Jenny Kang and Dawon Kim took
1st place and a $1,000 prize with their window
installation at Barking Mitten. Second place
and a $750 prize were awarded to Interior
Design students Victoria Hays and Molly Kalep
for their design at City Flats Hotel. Graphic
Design students Cassandra Heth and Bethany
Nelson took 3rd place and a $500 prize for their
work at Groskopf’s Fine Luggage and Gifts. The
Honorable Mention award and a $250 prize went
to four students from the Master of Architecture
program—Alicia Miller, Courtney Vallier, Courtney
Wierzbicki, and Geena Pickering—for their work at
San Chez Tapas Bistro.

Students collaborated with West Michigan Opera
Project to design original fashion illustrations for
the organization’s production of “The Marriage
of Figaro.”

Brianna Baurichter (MFA) re-created part of her
performance art piece “Against Self-Sabotage” at
the College Art Association Annual Conference in
Washington, DC, and had her work featured in a
solo exhibition titled “Hybrid Explorations” at the
(106) Gallery and Studio in Grand Rapids.
Seth Marosok (MFA) won the 2016 MFA Student
Purchase Award from Ferris State University,
receiving a $1,000 prize and an upcoming solo
exhibition at the university’s Fine Art Gallery.
Jennifer Whaley was one of five finalists in the MI
Great Artist online competition, which drew entries
from 109 artists from eastern Michigan.
FASHION STUDIES
Students helped design a new line of products
for Crowned Free, a Grand Rapids-based clothing
company that raises awareness about human
trafficking in West Michigan and provides
support to victims.
Students designed reflective running wear that
was showcased in a fashion show held during
the LUNAFEST film festival at Grand Rapids
Downtown Market.

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Twenty students won awards in the 2016
American Advertising Federation West Michigan
ADDY Awards. Zac Sturgeon won the coveted
Best of Show award as well as two Gold awards,
two Silver awards, and two Bronze awards. Other
winners: Kylie Bergstrom (Bronze), Madison
Bracken (Silver), Breanne Buckbee (Gold), Danae
Doub (Gold, Silver), Amar Džomba (Gold, Silver
x2), Nicole Fuller (Judges’ Choice: Collateral
Material, Gold), Helen Gardner (Gold x2, Bronze),
Spencer High (Bronze), Elise Jadwin (Gold),
Abby Kiekover (Bronze x2), Jessica Leng (Silver),
Deanna Lucas (Silver), Lindsey Milliron (Gold,
Silver, Bronze), Olivia Mizner (Gold), Danielle
Obenauf (Silver), Brittany Parritt (Bronze),
Josephine Uhila (Judges’ Choice: Magazine
Advertising Campaign, Gold), Illustration student
Fan Wu (Bronze), and Alyssa Zick (Bronze x2).
Samantha Boudiab won the $1,000 Grand Prize
in the annual Design-A-Throw Contest organized
by the Denali Home Collection. KCAD’s Graphic
Design program also received a $500 award as
a part of Boudiab’s win, to be used as a
scholarship.
HaNuel Jeon had her work featured on the
American Institute of Graphic Arts online Member
Portfolios gallery.

“Music: It’s in Our DNA” by Koko Watanabe.

Winners in the 2016 Ferris State University Fine
Art Gallery SK8 Deck Design Competition included
Koko Watanabe (1st place), Sakino Tomiura (2nd
place), Breanne Buckbee (3rd place), and Andrew
Hornack (People’s Choice). Finalists included
Madison Bracken, Hannah Dowell, Michaela
Elderkin, Samantha Kniat, Danielle Obenauf,
Veronica Peterson, Ethan Pulver, Rebecca Rapin,
and Lindsey Tillma, while honorable mentions
included Elyse Boardman, Katie Kalkma,
Brad Kautz, and Jillian Mohr.
Alyssa Zick landed a
12-week summer internship
with Hallmark Cards in
Kansas City, MO.
Alyssa Zick
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ILLUSTRATION
Students in Professor Patricia Constantine’s Head,
Hands, and Feet class created portraits of children
in Madagascar through the Memory Project,
a nonprofit organization that connects with artists
and art students all over the United States to
create portraits of children around the world
who have faced substantial challenges.

Interior Design students Libby Berens, Madison
Gentry, Ashley Newton, and Alanna Sanchez were
judges for the Home Builders Association Fall 2015
Parade of Homes.

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

Ashley Newton attended the National Conference on
Peer Tutoring in Writing in Salt Lake City, UT, with KCAD
Writing Center Director Cheri Endean and alumna
Melissa Boverhof (’15, Digital Media), a former Writing
Center tutor, to deliver a presentation titled “When
Writing Is Their Last Priority: Championing the
Craft of Writing Among Art and Design Students.”
Alexandra Pelton and Danielle Rose were named
regional winners in the 2016 Interior Design Educators
Council Student Design Competition.
MEDICAL ILLUSTRATION

3D rendering of electronic tip jar created
by KCAD students

Bobby Adderley and Tori Williams and alumna
Sopheari Mork (’12, Industrial Design) were part of
the team that won both the Crowd Favorite Award
and the Gumption Award at Startup Weekend
Grand Rapids 2016.
A team including students Rebecca Derbyshire,
Ryan Parrish, Grace Rodgers, Amy TewkesburyJohnson, Julia Todd, and Victoria Williams won
the $6,500 Early Stage Grand Prize in the 2016
MWest Challenge business plan competition.
Four other teams including KCAD students each
won a $1,000 Impact Award. Student participants
included Devin Childers, Kimberly Dobrez,
Anthony Franco, Conor Fredricks, Tyler Jones,
Gary Moolman, Jared Seifert, and Linghom Wang
and Medical Illustration students Elizabeth Brinks,
Andrea Hines, and Rachel Mockaitis.
Patrick Shields won the Industrial Design Society
of America Central District’s 2016 Student Merit
Award. Shields is the first KCAD student to win
the award.
INTERIOR DESIGN

“Pioneers of the Cosmos” by Adrianna Allen

Adrianna Allen won the Grand Prize in the 2016
National Space Society Space Settlement Student
Art Contest.
PAINTING
Chakila Hoskins (MFA) and alumni AJ Cooke
(’15, MFA), Shannon Czaja (’14, MFA), and Dustin
Rogers (’15, MFA) were all featured in the National
Wet Paint MFA Biennial Exhibition at Zhou B Art
Center in Chicago, IL.
Chakila Hoskins (MFA) was included in the 43rd
Annual Celebration of the Arts juried exhibition at
First United Methodist Church in Grand Rapids.
PHOTOGRAPHY
Jeen Na, Graphic Design student Aaron Covrett,
Collaborative Design student Aaron Porter, and
Digital Media student Isaac Tarracks created
a music video and promotional materials for
“Insane,” the first single off Dayton, OH-based singer/
songwriter John Nichols’ debut album, “Beach.”
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Chris Brown, an adjunct instructor in the Digital
Media program, and his co-workers at Digital
Concierge released an app they designed for the
annual Wonderland Market holiday shopping
extravaganza in Scottsdale, AZ.
The following faculty and staff were honored
at the 4th annual Ferris State University Author
Celebration event for creative work they had
published or exhibited in 2015: Dr. Karen Carter
(Associate Professor – Art History), Dr. Susanna
Engbers (Professor – General Education), Lori
Faulkner (Assistant Professor and Program
Chair – Fashion Studies), Leah Gose (Assistant
Professor – Photography), Michael Hetu (Staff –
Admissions), Amy Johnson (adjunct instructor –
Graphic Design), Darlene Kaczmarczyk
(Professor – Photography), Dr. Marsely Kehoe
(Assistant Professor – Art History), Tara McCrackin
(Assistant Professor – Interior Design), Deborah
Rockman (Professor – Drawing), Adam Schuitema
(Associate Professor and Program Chair – General
Education), Brenda Sipe (Staff – Director of
Continuing Studies), Natalie Wetzel (Assistant
Professor – Sculpture and Functional Art), Danielle
Wyckoff (Assistant Professor – Drawing), Brad
Yarhouse (Assistant Professor and Program Chair –
Digital Media), and Diane Zeeuw (Professor and
Program Chair – MA in Visual and Critical Studies/
Painting). Also honored were MFA Printmaking
students Eana Agopian and Emily Cobb and
alumnus Taylor Overbey (’15, MFA Painting; ’12,
Digital Media).
Art History Associate
Professor Dr. Karen Carter
had her essay “Masterpieces
for Rag Pickers: WorkingClass Crowds, Collective
Spectatorship, and
Censorship of Posters in
Dr. Karen Carter
Late 19th-century Paris”
published in the international peer-reviewed
journal Space and Culture; presented her paper
“Contamination Through the Eyes: The Censorship
of Illustrated Posters in Fin-de-siècle Paris”
at the 4th Annual Nineteenth Century French
Studies Colloquium, held at Princeton University;
and served as the chair and commentator for
the discussion panel “Mobilizing Art: Print and
Posters in World War I France” at the 62nd Annual
Conference of the Society for French Historical
Studies in Nashville, TN.
Painting Professor Jay Constantine was featured
in the LowellArts! invitational exhibition “ArtPrize:
A Second Glance” at the LowellArts! King Gallery
in Lowell, MI, and served as the juror for the 2016
Saginaw Township State of the Arts Exhibition.

Interior Design Assistant Professor Tara McCrackin
(2nd from right) and her husband John (far right) with
the KCAD student volunteers outside of the Habitat
for Humanity house they helped build.

Interior Design students Charity Atton, Elise
Boersma, Alesia Flowers, Jena Glazier, Elizabeth
Heinz, Megan Hoekzema, Betsy Kort, Christian
Merriam, and Katie Patterson and Assistant
Professor Tara McCrackin helped Habitat for
Humanity breathe new life into a house in
Southwest Grand Rapids.

FACULTY & STAFF

Still from the music video for “Insane”

Sculpture and Functional Art Assistant
Professor Israel Davis lectured on his work
and conducted individual critiques for students
at the University of Alabama and Gonzaga
University, and traveled to Kansas City, MO,
to attend the annual National Council on
Education in the Ceramics Arts Conference,
where he presented for Speedball Art Products.

General Education Professor Dr. Susanna Engbers
presented her paper “From Bed-Covering to Banner:
Women’s Ways of Making Suffrage Arguments
through Quilting” at the 10th Biennial Feminisms
and Rhetorics Conference at Arizona State
University. Engbers also delivered a presentation
to Loughborough University in London titled
“Constructing Identity in Rhetoric and Design.”
Fashion Studies Assistant Professor and Program
Chair Lori Faulkner won 1st place in the adult
category at the state level of the Make It With Wool
competition; was profiled in the March 2016 issue
of REVUE magazine, which explored style in West
Michigan; was selected for inclusion in “Aspire
to Inspire,” a juried exhibition held at DeVos Place
Convention Center; and had her fiber art piece
“In the Garden” featured in the Cedar Springs Red
Flannel Festival Art Walk in Cedar Springs, MI.

Associate Professor and
General Education Program
Chair Adam Schuitema had
his debut novel, Haymaker,
named to the Library of
Michigan’s 2016 list of
Michigan Notable Books.
Art History Assistant
Professor Amanda
Haymaker by
Sikarskie published a
Adam Schuitema
new book titled Textile
Collections: Preservation, Access, Curation and
Interpretation in a Digital Age that explores the
effects of the digital age on museums’ treatment
of textile and costume collections.
Director of Continuing Studies Brenda Sipe
gave her presentation “Leading Leadership
Development: Is Gender Specific Training
Necessary?” at the League for Innovation in
the Community Colleges Annual Conference in
Chicago, IL, and presented a forum session titled
“Cultivating Internal Leadership: How to Recognize
and How to Develop It!” at the 96th Annual
Convention of the American Association
of Community Colleges in Chicago.
Illustration Assistant Professor Matthew Schenk
was featured in a solo exhibition at Urban Institute
for Contemporary Arts as a part of the “Coming
Home” exhibition series.

“Recount III” by Cynthia Ford

Cynthia Ford, an adjunct instructor in the Drawing
and Printmaking programs, was accepted into the
5th Biennial FOOTPRINT International Competition
at the Center for Contemporary Printmaking in
Norwalk, CT.
Maureen Nollette, an adjunct instructor in the
Sculpture and Functional Art program, was
featured in a solo exhibition titled “Honorable
Ordinaries” at Grand Rapids Art Museum, and
has been invited to undertake a residency at the
Marble House Project in Vermont this fall.
Art History Associate Professor Anne Norcross
served as a discipline peer reviewer for the Art History
committee of the Fulbright Scholar Program; was
appointed to the College Art Association’s (CAA’s)
Education Committee, on which she is serving a
three-year term that began in February 2016; was
awarded a Timme Travel Grant from Ferris State
University to attend the CAA’s Annual Conference in
Washington, DC, in February 2016; and co-chaired
a session at the CAA’s Annual Conference titled
“Reexamining the Art History Survey: What Do We
Retain; What Do We Transform?” with Art History
Program Chair Dr. Suzanne Eberle.
Drawing Professor Deborah Rockman was
featured in “Perpetual Now,” a group exhibition at
Adrian College’s Valade Gallery, and was awarded
a Timme Travel Grant from Ferris State University
to attend the College Art Association Annual
Conference in Washington, DC.

Art Education Associate
Professor and alumna
Donna St. John (’15, MFA
Painting) was included
in the 43rd Annual
Celebration of the Arts
juried exhibition at First
United Methodist Church in
Donna St. John
Grand Rapids, and had her
piece “An Extraordinary Mind” included in the West
Michigan Regional Art Competition juried exhibition
at the LowellArts! King Gallery in Lowell, MI.

Professor and Chair of both the Painting and MA
in Visual and Critical Studies programs Diane
Zeeuw published an article titled “Schizophrenia:
A Journey Through Higher Education” in Thought
and Action, a prominent and highly selective
peer-reviewed journal distributed by the National
Education Association; gave a presentation
titled “How Might Networking with Creative Arts
Doctoral Programs in Australia Help U.S. Art
Programs Become More Globally Competitive?”
at the Carnegie Summit on Improvement in
Education in San Francisco, CA; and has been
invited to present her paper “The Haunted
Archive: Picturing the Abandoned Psychiatric
Hospital as a Place of Radical Otherness” at
the 3rd International Interdisciplinary Biennial
Conference, which will be held at the University
of South Africa in August 2016.

ALUMNI
James Arendt (’01, Painting) held a solo
exhibition titled “Those of Us Still Living” at the
Western Illinois University Art Gallery.
Lydia Boda (’15, Sculpture and Functional Art),
AJ Cooke (’15, MFA Painting), Xiaolong “Paul”
Fang (’15, MFA Printmaking), Eric German
(’12, MFA Drawing), and Jacob Wiseheart (’15,
Painting) were all featured in solo exhibitions at
Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts as a part
of the “Coming Home” exhibition series.
Xiaolong “Paul” Fang (’15, MFA Printmaking)
represented China at the China/Macau
International Exhibition; had his work chosen
for exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary
Art Shanghai; and curated several exhibitions
in China, one of which was in collaboration with
the Shanghai Symphony.

Printmaking Professor and Program Chair Mariel
Versluis completed a stint as a visiting artist at
Northwest State University of Louisiana (NSUL),
where she also attended the opening reception for
“In Our Midst,” a solo exhibition of her work in NSUL’s
Orville J. Hanchey Gallery, and was awarded a
Timme Travel Grant from Ferris State University to
attend the Southern Graphics Council International
Printmaking Conference in Portland, OR.
Sculpture and Functional Art Assistant Professor
Natalie Wetzel was awarded a Timme Travel Grant
from Ferris State University, which she’ll use to
travel to Copenhagen, Denmark, in August 2016 to
lecture on transdisciplinary culture at the Niels Bohr
Institute. She will also lecture at the Manchester
Academy of Art in the United Kingdom in July 2016.
Wetzel recently gave her lecture, titled “Performing
Transdisciplinary Culture,” at Central Michigan
University and Ferris State University.
Drawing Assistant Professor Danielle Wyckoff was
awarded a Timme Travel Grant from Ferris State
University to attend the Southern Graphics Council
International Printmaking Conference in Portland, OR.

The Jet Set Collection, designed by Dudley Moore, Lenny
Chapman, and KCAD alumna Laura Niece for Bernhardt
Furniture. (image courtesy of the ASFD)

Furniture Design alumni Steve Hodges (‘75)
and Laura Niece (’03) were recognized among
the furniture industry’s elite as winners in the
American Society of Furniture Designers (ASFD)
2015 Pinnacle Awards.
Zhengyi “Lily” Hou (’15, Furniture Design)
designed her first full furniture collection for
Texas-based Steve Silver Company.
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Scott Hoyle (’74, Illustration) was featured in a Q&A
on the World Photography Organisation blog that
explored his inclusion in “THE FENCE 2015”, a juried
international photography exhibition presented in a
series of large-scale, curated, outdoor exhibitions
across five U.S. cities.

Rosemary Mifsud (’11, Metals and Jewelry
Design) was featured on the blog of Grand Rapids
photographer Adam Bird, who visited Mifsud’s
studio for a shoot that provides an intimate look
into her creative process.
Taylor Overbey (’15, MFA Painting; ’12, Digital
Media) had his children’s book The I-Wants and the
Gimmies published by Crimson Dragon Publishing,
and was featured in a solo exhibition titled “Religion
and Politics” at the Arts Council of White Lake’s
gallery in Whitehall, MI.

Jeff Thomas (’08, Furniture Design) had his
custom furniture business, Thomas Furniture
Studio, profiled in an article by the Colorado
Springs Gazette.
Kayla Thompson (’11, Sculpture and Functional Art)
was accepted into the MFA Ceramics program at
Illinois State University.
John VanHouten (’14, Illustration) won 2nd place
in the 2015 Tulip Time Art in Bloom Viewer’s Choice
poster competition.

Julia Perry (’14, Graphic Design) was hired as
a graphic designer for the Craig Daily Press in
Craig, CO.
Claudia Pimentel (’11, Digital Media/Illustration)
published a children’s book she illustrated titled
Congratulations, First-Time Flyer!
Joshua Risner (’14, MFA Painting) was named
master decorative painter of the Michigan State
Capitol building.

“Aberration” by Aneka Ingold

Aneka Ingold (’14, MFA Drawing) was selected to
participate in the 8th annual juried “Surreal Salon”
exhibition, sponsored by Juxtapoz and held at the
Baton Rouge Gallery in Baton Rouge, LA; won the
$500 Grand Prize in the Vying 2015 competition
held during Art Basel Miami; and took 1st place out
of 42 entries at the Valdosta National 2016 Juried
Exhibition with her piece “Aberration.”
Rob Jackson (’89, Illustration) received the
prestigious Silver Medal Award from the American
Advertising Federation of West Michigan.

Mark Rumsey (’08, MFA Printmaking) was
named Operations Officer at DMC Design, an
interior design firm in Ada, MI; joined Grand
Rapids-based print shop Dinderbeck as a
Keyholder Resident Artist; exhibited his installation
“mammatocumulus” in a solo exhibition at
Colorado State University; and participated in a
group exhibition titled “Some Abstraction Required”
at the Spartanburg Art Museum in South Carolina.
Adam Salois (’15, Graphic Design) was hired by
Nike as a part of the digital team in the company’s
Nike+ division.

Salvador Jiménez Flores (’14, MFA Drawing) was
part of a collaborative installation titled “Flayed”
that was on display at the Zhou B Art Center in
Chicago, IL; held a solo exhibition titled “I Am Not
Who You Think I Am” at Urbano Project’s gallery
space in Boston, MA; and was featured in a group
exhibition titled “Latitude” at the Carlos and
Dominquez Fine Arts Gallery in Chicago.
Wes Keely (’15, Industrial Design) had a product he
invented while a student at KCAD called KBrakes—
attachments for a drum kit that help keep the kick
drum from sliding forward while playing—featured
in a review in DrumHead magazine.
Elizabeth Korson (’12, Drawing/Printmaking) was
named Program Supervisor of the Spindleworks Art
Center in Brunswick, ME.
Alumni and husband-and-wife creative duo
Comfort Love (’04, Illustration) and Adam
Withers (’04, Illustration) were featured in
an online Q&A piece on newsarama.com that
explored what drives their success as selfpublishing comic book creators.
Lori McElrath-Eslick (’00, Illustration) was
featured in two exhibitions at the Old West
Museum in Cheyenne, WY: the Western Spirit
Art Show and the Western Art Show and Sale.
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Meg Van Kampen

Meg Van Kampen (’02, Illustration) was named to
Rangefinder Magazine’s 30 Rising Stars of Wedding
Photography list.
Stephanie Visser (’93, Interior Design) was featured
in an article on the Huffington Post Arts and Culture
blog in which she discusses the obstacles she has
overcome to achieve her goal of working creatively
as an artist.
Scott Whitworth (’13, Photography) had his
photograph “Holding Room in Former Security Prison
21 of the Khmer Rouge, Phnom Penh, Cambodia”
featured in two juried exhibitions: the 2016 West
Michigan Area Show, where it was selected for
the Signature Artists Cooperative Award, and the
prestigious PhotoSpiva competition, a national
competition that stands as the longest-running
photographic competition of its kind in the U.S.

IN MEMORIAM
Work by Nicolas Sanchez

Nicolas Sanchez (’09, Painting) had his work
featured in American Art Collector, Juxtapoz,
Harper’s Bazaar, and New York Magazine, as well as
in a new book, The Art of Ballpoint, which was listed
as one of Amazon’s best books of the month in
December 2015; completed commissioned pieces
for celebrities such as Padma Lakshmi, Seth Myers,
and Brooke Shields; and was featured in a short
film, produced for the web and titled “RESOLVE,”
that profiled his artistic practice in New York City.
James Suhr (’99, Illustration), who works as a
storyboard revisionist on the Disney Television
Animation series “Wander Over Yonder,” and his fellow
team members took home an Annie Award — the
highest honor given for excellence and achievement
in the field of animation — for Best Animated
Television or Broadcast Production for Children.

The President’s Office has been notified of the passing
of Marnie Assink, a former adjunct instructor.
The President’s Office has been notified of the
passing of Mark Dykehouse, a 1997 graduate of
the Illustration program.
The President’s Office has been notified of the
passing of Barry Pischner, a 1960 graduate of the
Furniture Design program.
The President’s Office has been notified of the
passing of master furniture designer Vladimir
Kagan, who received an Honorary Doctorate from
the college in 2001 and was an ardent supporter
of the Furniture Design program for many years.
The President’s Office has been notified of the
passing of Cynthia Wagoner, a 1980 graduate of
the Illustration program.

GALLERY NEWS
The Fed Galleries @ KCAD
Admission free; open to the public.
Summer Hours: Wed-Sat: 12-5pm | By appointment.
Fall Hours: Tue-Wed: 11am-6pm, Thur: 11am-8pm,
Fri-Sat: 12-4pm
Coming soon:
RE (ArtPrize 2016)
Aug. 30–Oct. 15, 2016
For ArtPrize 2016, The Fed Galleries will host both local
and global artists who consider the timely and critical
issues of environmental and social responsibility
within their work.
This exhibit is a partnership with Goodwill Industries of
Greater Grand Rapids.
Cultural Landscapes
Nov. 1, 2016–Jan. 28, 2017
The artists in this group exhibition tackle identity
formation, material culture, and the digital landscape
in a personal and direct way.
Walk of Life
Nov. 1, 2016–Jan. 28, 2017
Showcasing the collaborative work of Jiten Thukral
and Sumir Tagra, contemporary Indian artists who
examine the globalization of consumer culture and
its repercussions on contemporary India.

UP NEXT
AT UICA
Join UICA today
KCAD alumni enjoy discounted membership at the
Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts (UICA). Show
your KCAD ID, professional résumé, or business card at
the Guest Services desk to sign up for a $25 SINGULAR
membership (which includes a $15 artist discount).
UICA membership offers great benefits, including free
admission to UICA’s galleries, $4 movie tickets, a 10%
discount at the UICA Shop, and more. Learn more at
uica.org/membership.
Superusted: The 4th Midwest Biennial
Aug. 18–Oct. 23, 2016
Superusted presents the work of seventeen artists
from five states across the Midwest — Illinois, Iowa,
Minnesota, North Dakota, and Wisconsin — who
were selected from a series of over 120 studio visits
by Curator Cheryl Wilgren Clyne. Superusted, which
premiered at The Soap Factory in Minneapolis, MN,
features performative and interactive pieces as well
a mix of media — wax, straw, porcelain, laser-cut
plywood, and 3-D photography. Learn more at
uica.org/exhibitions.
Go UnderGround
The UICA Movie Theater shows independent, foreign,
and documentary movies in downtown Grand Rapids
Tuesday-Sunday year-round. Audiences can see
critical favorites, festival award winners, and special
one-night screenings of classic films in UICA’s
195-seat theater, with a state-of-the-art, Dolby©certified movie viewing experience. Learn more at
uica.org/movies.

CONGRATULATIONS
KCAD 2015-16 SCHOLARS
KCAD congratulates the student scholars who were selected to receive a KCAD endowed or annual
scholarship during the 2015-16 academic year. Special thanks to the donors who have made and
continue to make these opportunities possible and support student success at KCAD.
ENDOWMENTS 				
Allesee Metals/Jewelry Design Endowed Scholarship
Baker Collection Endowment		
						
Friends of Michigan State Fair Endowed Scholarship
G.W. Haworth Endowed Award		
						
Grand Rapids Furniture Designers Endowed Scholarship
Industrial Design Endowed Scholarship 		
J.R. Newton Endowed Scholarship
Jan G. Vonk Endowed Scholarship
Joe Withers Endowed Scholarship and Award		
						
Mathias Alten Memorial Award Endowment		
Oliver H. Evans Endowed Award		
Robert Bergelin Endowed Scholarship		
T.J. Amick Memorial Scholarship Endowment		
Tim Roberts Endowed Scholarship		
TowerPinkster Interior Design Endowed Scholarship
VanSteenberg Endowed Scholarship 		

RECIPIENTS
Zihan Wang
Supports KCAD’s Baker
Furniture Collection
Kelsey Hakeem
Supports KCAD
Visiting Artist/Designers
Eric Schroeder and Nicole Paparelli
Justin Winkelmann
Zane Hoekstra
Sakino Tomiura
Heather Seto, Vitoria Hays, and
Sara Plambeck
Rachel Mockaitis
Ian Culver
Kristen Lee
Kyung Min Lee
Darcy Marrison
Jennifer Kang
Meagan Degrand

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Brian Rizzi Annual Scholarship		
Conduit Study Away Annual Scholarship		

Chen Lu Cao
Madeleine Parker

YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS
Please consider giving the gift of scholarship to current and future Kendall College of Art and Design of
Ferris State University students. Currently, 96% of KCAD’s student body is supported by some form of
financial assistance from federal, state, and/or institutional aid funding sources. It is the college’s goal
to provide innovative learning experiences that will prepare students to pursue sustainable impact with
little to no student debt. We cannot reach this goal without your support.
Visit kcad.edu/giving to learn more.
If you would like to learn more about endowments or annual scholarships, contact Jill Schneider,
Assistant to the President, at jillschneider@ferris.edu or call 616-451-2787, ext. 1150.

DESIGN WEST MICHIGAN—
A LOOK AHEAD
As a unique extension of KCAD, Design West Michigan
(DWM) acts as an ongoing catalyst for the region’s
design network, bringing in key design thinkers for
public presentations and demonstrating the value
of design through case studies and business and
design interactions.
Collaborations to watch for:
ArtPrize
During ArtPrize 2016 (Sept. 21–Oct. 9, 2016), DWM
will be sponsoring a number of free lectures and
roundtable discussions by artists and curators
involved in the event.

Creative Many
Creative Many, a nonprofit advocating for the
creative sector’s economic importance, will explore
its 2016 Creative Industries Report in a series of DWMsponsored events coming soon.
The Right Place
The Right Place, West Michigan’s leading economic
development organization, will hold a Design and
Manufacturing Summit this fall with support from DWM.
Becoming a Design West Michigan member is
free and easy! Visit designwestmichigan.com/
membership for details.
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SAVE
THE DATE
KCAD alumni and friends mark your
calendar for KCAD’s upcoming VIP
Event offering an exclusive inside look
at KCAD’s ArtPrize Eight exhibition.
Saturday, September 24, 2016
7:00 - 10:00 PM
KCAD’s Woodbridge N. Ferris Building
17 Pearl St. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Look for complete details to come in August...

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

FSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Paul E. Boyer, Chair
Erin R. Brown, Vice Chair
Lori A. Gwizdala, Secretary
Gary L. Granger, Immediate Past Chair
Alisha M. Baker
Ana Ramirez-Saenz
Rupesh K. Srivastava
Arthur L. Tebo

Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
age, marital status, veteran or military status, height, weight, protected
disability, genetic information, or any other characteristic protected by
applicable State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment,
housing, public services, or other University operations, including, but not
limited to, admissions, programs, activities, hiring, promotion, discharge,
compensation, fringe benefits, job training, classification, referral,
or retention. Retaliation against any person making a charge, filing a
legitimate complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.
Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may
contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at (231) 591-3057
in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, Disability & Tutoring Services
for Kendall College of Art and Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand
Rapids. Employees and other members of the University community
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may contact the
Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big Rapids, MI 49307 or
call (231) 591-2150.
Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to the
Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big Rapids, MI 49307
or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title IX Coordinator, 805 Campus
Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the
KCAD Grand Rapids campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator,
17 Fountain St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.

