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On OPENINGS
Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University has a
rich history that integrates art with community and design with
industry. In this way the institution is fused with the city of Grand
Rapids. As Stephen Halko, KCAD Associate Professor and Program
Chair of Drawing, has stated, “Since its founding in 1928, KCAD
has embodied the power of art and design to transform people,
places, and ideas; to communicate experiences and uncover
solutions; to provoke the mind, touch the heart, and inspire the
imagination.” In the present, KCAD is a community in motion,
exploring innovative propositions in art and design education.

Prince Thomas’ “That Was Then” in The Fed Galleries @ KCAD. The piece, which combined
audio from CNN’s coverage of Operation Desert Storm with footage of a fireworks display,
won the Juried Award in the Time-Based category during ArtPrize 2015.

This issue of Portfolio expands on the ideas and actions of the
KCAD community in moving learning experiences beyond the
studios and classrooms and extending mentorship through the
transition from student to professional. Each article illuminates
individual responses to the challenges presented by collaborative
practice, creative research, professional opportunities and
community engagement.
KCAD is unique in the courage and capacity that its students
possess in seeking and succeeding in hybrid learning engagements
fostered by their faculty. The spirit of KCAD is manifest through the
imaginative impulse that inspires action.
I hope you enjoy the stories portrayed on these pages as they
represent the highlights of innovation and creative action as
well as the distinct character of KCAD.
Leslie Bellavance, President
Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University

On A MISSION
Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University (KCAD)
has a simple mission: to develop artists and designers who make
a difference, doing art and design that matter. KCAD believes in
impact. We choose achievement over perfection, boldness over
complacence, and learning over acceptance. Portfolio continues to
evolve with KCAD, and we are committed to constant improvement.
Julie Green’s “The Last Supper” in The Fed Galleries @ KCAD. Featuring 600 plates immortalizing the last meals of
executed inmates from around the United States, the piece won the Juried Award in the 3D category during ArtPrize 2015.

“Cave Rug” by Urban Jupena. The piece was part of an ArtPrize 2015 exhibition, “Processing
Fiber,” curated by Liz Hertl with guidance and support from KCAD Curator of Exhibitions
Michele Bosak through ArtPrize’s new Fellowship for Emerging Curators initiative.

Let us know what you think: what should be kept, discarded, or
improved. And let us know if you have ideas or stories for our
writers and artists to dig into. You can always reach us at
kcadcommunications@ferris.edu.

On the cover
For this issue’s cover, we captured alum Caitlin Skelcey (‘11,
Metals and Jewelry Design/Painting) modeling one of her
extraordinary creations, an amorphous bracelet fabricated from
ABS plastic. Fresh off her first year in the research-focused
MFA Metals program at the University of Illinois at ChampaignUrbana, Skelcey was recently awarded a creative research grant
that’s enabled her to explore new possibilities for 3D fabrication
technology. You can read more about her research project in the
Alumni Q & A on page 14.

CONTENTS

Integrating for Impact: This past February, Continuing Studies launched
Integrating for Impact, an intensive design thinking workshop for professionals
from both business and social sectors.

Team Western Sustainers won Wege Prize 2015 with an agricultural system
they designed to act in symbiosis with its surrounding community.

Part exhibition, part collective artist residency, DAAC @ The Fed explored the history
and culture of the Division Avenue Arts Collective through a series of events, workshops,
and public discussions in collaboration with local artist groups.

As part of the second annual West Michigan Design Week, KCAD and
Design West Michigan (DWM) brought some of the world’s foremost design
professionals to campus, including biomechatronics pioneer Hugh Herr
(right), pictured here with DWM Executive Director Ken Krayer (left).
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As an artist who works in a variety of media including photography, drawing, and
painting, Leslie Bellavance has been a creative problem solver for much of her life.
As the new President of Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris
State University (KCAD) and Vice President of Ferris State University, her
medium is leadership, and her studio is the entire campus community.

[1]
[2]

Bellavance began her career with a BFA from Tyler School of Art at
Temple University in Philadelphia and an MFA from the University of
Chicago. She has exhibited her artwork in the United States, Europe,
and Asia and received numerous grants and awards including a
National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship and a Wisconsin Arts
Board Fellowship. She has also written and lectured on contemporary
art, is the author of analemmic, an experimental artist’s book published
by Nexus Press, and has built a career around 35 years of teaching
and administration.
“When I decided to go into administration and leadership,” she says,
“I realized that many of the things one encounters every day in a
position like this take the same kind of courage that it does to work
in a studio. Art and design students are encouraged to take risks with
their work in order to break through to the next idea or the next level of
accomplishment. As art and design practitioners, we are trained to live
and thrive in this ambiguous moment, to take up the challenge, and
embrace change. I believe this process
is similar to an ongoing engagement in
developing the dynamic and creative
community of an art and design school.”

Focused on the [Future]
by Karin Lannon

[4]

While in Milwaukee, Bellavance was
engaged in outreach on the boards of
community arts organizations, steering
one board toward developing an afterschool program that would strengthen its
ties to the neighborhood and another board
[6]
toward creating bilingual publications that
would connect it with the surrounding Latino community. “I understand
now how that was very similar to the kind of things I might be doing
as an administrator in terms of leadership, concept development, and
understanding how organizations fit with their communities,” she says.

[5]

[7]

[8]
[1] analemmic artist’s book by KCAD President Leslie Bellavance [2] Leslie Bellavance [3] Assistant to the Dean of Student Success Shana
Hansma leads the Installation Ceremony procession, one of several events held as part of the Inaugural Celebration on November 5, 2015 [4]
Bellavance during the KCAD Clay Collective’s annual creative intensive at Ox-Bow School of Art [5] Ferris Trustee Erin Brown, Ferris President
David Eisler, KCAD President Leslie Bellavance, and Ferris Trustee Arthur Tebo at the Installation Ceremony [6] Commemorative flatware
designed by Metals and Jewelry Design alumna Elaine Zheng presented to Bellavance during the Installation Ceremony [7] Chain of Office
designed by Metals and Jewelry Design Program Chair Phil Renato [8] KCAD Dean of Student Success Sandy Britton, Ferris Provost Paul Blake
and KCAD Dean of the College Ron Riksen at the ribbon-cutting ceremony [9] Students enjoy the ice cream social [10] Bellavance and guest
examine “Vicious Influence” during the opening of “Undone,” a retrospective exhibition of Bellavance’s artwork in The Fed Galleries @ KCAD
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Bellavance’s interest in community has
grown steadily throughout her career, from
her first position teaching photography at the
University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee to her
role as Dean of The School of Art and Design
at Alfred University to her appointment as
the President of KCAD.
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the factors that impressed the hiring committee as they sought a new
president. “Leslie has an expertise with accreditation that will serve
KCAD very well,” she says. “I expect that she will make a remarkable
president who will strengthen us as a college and a community.”
While Bellavance is new to the Grand Rapids community, she’s not
new to the Midwest. “I taught at Ox-Bow [School of Art] for two years in
the ’80s, so I’ve traveled around this region a little bit. I see incredible
new developments. I am impressed with the connection of KCAD to its
city. It’s place-based, with a focus on design as well as studio art, and
when I spoke to the faculty, students, and staff, there’s a real passion
for how they engage as members of the community.”
Among her first priorities is getting to know every inch of the resources
at KCAD. “I’m exploring the campus and the city more deeply, and also
the Ferris campus,” she says. “I’m very interested in putting together
the physical plant with the programs in it. In art and design, the space
that you’re in is key to how you do your work. I think KCAD is a dynamic
environment because there are a lot of elements in motion.”
Bellavance says she’s also excited to meet both internal and external
constituents of KCAD. “We’re going to be working toward a strategic
plan to make sure our future planning and strategy focus on the
community relationships KCAD has built. Of course, our internal
connections are very important too. Each part connects with the other.”
Meanwhile, Bellavance has been getting
to know the student body during the first
semester of the 2015-2016 academic
year. “I’m really happy that I could be here
for the senior shows last spring because
that confirmed my sense of what a
strong curriculum we have. It’s very
student-centered, and I could see that
in the work the students did,” she says.
“I want to take every opportunity I can
to interact with students and maintain
a good communication flow. My focus is
going to be on those aspects of leading
the institution that makes things possible
for them.”

[10]

Bellavance has also served on the boards of several prominent
national arts organizations. She recently cycled off the board of the
College Art Association (CAA), and she currently sits on the boards of
the National Council of Arts Administrators (NCAA) and the National
Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD), which accredits
KCAD programs.

On November 5, to celebrate all things KCAD and officially welcome
Bellavance, the college held a series of Inaugural Celebration events. A
ribbon-cutting unveiling the new Master of Architecture, Illustration, and
Medical Illustration spaces on the third floor of the 17 Fountain St. NW
building was followed by a student ice cream social, where Bellavance
had the opportunity to visit with some of the students who make the
KCAD student body such a diverse and remarkable community. At the
afternoon installation ceremony at Fountain Street Church, Bellavance
was officially installed as the thirteenth President of KCAD.

According to Cindy Todd, Art Education Program Chair at KCAD, the
affiliation with NASAD and strategic planning experience were two of

As Bellavance prepares to lead a new generation of artists and designers
at KCAD, the possibilities for growth and change are immense.
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RISING STARS
Finding an unmet need and filling that niche is the story of the American dream.

By Karin Lannon
It also sums up the experience of two new KCAD programs and the
first students to graduate from them. Fashion Studies and Collaborative
Design were added to KCAD’s curriculum in 2011, creating two new majors
that would equip students for 21st-century careers. Each program saw
its first graduates walk across the stage at this year’s commencement
ceremony in May.
The unique Fashion Studies program at KCAD’s Pamella Roland DeVos
School of Fashion was built to serve a need for world-class fashion
education in the Midwest. KCAD students benefit from a strong design
foundation and introduction to the industry, allowing them to enter
the competitive field of fashion with a solid skill set and professional
connections. This full four-year program includes the opportunity to
spend a year in New York at the Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT),
and has grown its enrollment to 50 students from an initial cohort of
nine. Its comprehensive approach covers everything from handmade
processes to design technology. To date, every Fashion Studies student
who has applied to spend his or her senior year at the extremely
competitive FIT has been accepted, and two more KCAD students
will begin the program next year.

“I definitely see a need for my graphic abilities and fashion eye,” he says.
“There are not a lot of people who have that particular skill set. I’ve
realized how valuable it is, and the modeling agency reminds me every
day, telling me they’re so glad I’m here!”
The Collaborative Design program is also going strong, equipping
students with design thinking and problem-solving skills that will help
them understand, advocate, and facilitate good design wherever they go.
Program Chair Gayle DeBruyn says, “This is the beginning of our fourth
year and we are at a healthy 28 majors and 10 minors. Each year, we’ve
added additional courses. With this growth we also see new and exciting
faculty filling our ranks.”

Steve Bender, who also graduated from the program last spring,
says, “For me, the highlight was all the different people who came in to
speak with us. We had a broad range of introductions and connections,
ranging from nonprofits like Goodwill to for-profit companies.” While
Bender is currently overseeing the landscaping business he began in
college, he is also exploring possibilities that relate to his career.

In 2014-15, the program welcomed KCAD alumna Laurel Stanley (’99,
Visual Communications), an expert UX designer, to teach a course on
Service Design, and Marjorie Steel, a poet working in copy writing, to
teach a Business Side of Design course. Other instructors are active
professionals working in architecture, interior design, improvisation,
industrial design, communications, sculpture, and digital media.

“This degree allows me to go anywhere I want to take it. Design thinking
gives you the tools to tackle any problem from your business to your
personal life. It changes the way you look at things and gives you
guidance to make sure you’re asking the right questions and
going in the right direction. It really opens the doors. I use it
all the time.”

Like Fashion Studies, Collaborative Design has engaged in a variety of
Program Chair Lori Faulkner also places a strong focus on collaborative
community projects to provide real-life experience and professional
community projects. Just in the past year, her students designed costumes
contacts, including work with the DisArt Festival and Goodwill. Internships
for Opera Grand Rapids and the Grand Rapids Ballet, collaborated with
provide another avenue for students to develop and test their skills. “Our
Spectrum Health Innovations to create garments for children with
current students are finding summer internships working with the
neuromuscular diseases, and produced fashion shows for the April 2015
Michigan Department of Natural Resources on the promotion of state
DisArt Festival, the opening of the Ferris State University
Fine Art Gallery, and the historic Felt Mansion in Holland,
MI. “These real-life design experiences give the students
instant feedback on their work and allow them to see how
their work affects other people,” Faulkner says. “It’s also a
- Steve Bender, 2015 Collaborative Design graduate
great opportunity to create community connections.”

“

parks, The West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum on waste stream
metrics, and Visual Hero as design support,” says DeBruyn. “Current
graduates are off to explore their passions in community projects, join
family businesses and begin their own entrepreneurial endeavors.”

Poszgay says, “KCAD’s Fashion Studies program lets you focus on your
strengths as a designer. I’ve always loved graphic design, and I was
allowed to create my own prints and brand my own company for my
collection.” The strong sense of design he developed at KCAD has
already proved valuable in Poszgay’s career, and he expects it to provide
a solid foundation when he moves to New York City in the near future.

Recent Collaborative Design grad Leah Cannaert, now working as
Assistant Creative Director at ArtPrize in Grand Rapids, says the most
valuable part of her education was the connections. “We did several
semesterlong projects with outside organizations and got a lot of
awesome real-world experience. It definitely helps you prepare for the
real world when you’re working with a real client. I was able to do an

KCAD PORTFOLIO | WINTER 2015/2016

Designing for the
Grand Rapids Ballet
Fashion Studies students in the
Construction IV course worked
directly with choreographer
Penny Saunders to create
the costumes for the Ballet’s
MOVEMEDIA Program II: Slight.
The costumes then traveled
from Grand Rapids to St. Louis,
MO, where they were used in the
Ballet’s performance at the
Spring to Dance Festival.

Expect to hear more about rising stars and
successful careers as these two programs
continue to grow and enrich their fields.

This degree allows me to go anywhere I want to take it.”

At the end of the program, graduates emerge with a wide range
of skills to work in many areas of the fashion industry. The
first Fashion Studies graduates have already embarked on their careers,
with Joanna Bronicki working as a creative assistant for a menswear
label in New York and Matthew Poszgay serving as a supervisor at a newly
opened Calvin Klein Store and styling photo shoots for a modeling agency.

6

exhibit design project where I met a really cool local designer,
and last summer, I did an internship at ArtPrize that led to my
current job.” In the future, Cannaert hopes her education will
take her even further, enabling her to land her dream job at a
graphic design firm on the West Coast.

Above: Collaborative Design students exploring Bluescape, a wall-size touchscreen in Haworth’s Holland, MI headquarters; Collaborative
Design student presenting. Right, top to bottom: Garment designed by Fashion Studies student for children with neuromuscular diseases,
at the DisArt Fashion Show; Fashion Studies student-designed garment from the “Disparate Elements: A Steampunk Revolution” event,
which celebrated the opening of the Ferris State University Fine Art Gallery.
KCAD PORTFOLIO | WINTER 2015/2016
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A Gateway to the World

Scientific Proof

There’s much more to the learning experience at an art and design college than a fat portfolio and a
diploma. KCAD acts as a conduit, allowing students to stretch their creative legs in an atmosphere
that’s open to everyone, from anywhere.

Medical Illustration Program Sparks Connection With Medical Publishing Giant

By John Wiegand

With demand for medical illustrators continuing to rise, KCAD’s Medical
Illustration program is committed to providing students with opportunities
that position them on the cutting edge of this booming field.

It’s a gateway that allows every student to discover new aspects about
their work, their creativity, and themselves. One way KCAD does that
is by circling the globe, inviting students in from around the world and
sending others to venture out into it.

For Raquel Silva, being at KCAD has instilled a deeply rooted responsibility
to enact change in her home country of Puerto Rico. Silva, a junior
Drawing major, believes that when an institution such as KCAD exposes
its students to other cultures, they are able to take their work to the
next level of enacting positive change in the world around them.

“Openness means opening yourself up to different things and increasing
your level of understanding,” says Industrial Design student Aakosh Arora,
who came to KCAD from New Delhi, India in 2011. “It’s opening up to
different cultures and different types of design and people. It’s blurring
your own boundaries and trying to merge with other people.”

“Bringing together other cultures builds an important ambition that
makes students grow outside of KCAD and have that desire to be more
responsible though art—not only using it to make things beautiful but
to change the world for the best,” Silva says.

Like a lot of teenagers, Arora was obsessed with the sleek designs
and technology of modern vehicles. That love of cars inspired him to
pursue a degree in Industrial Design. Since he was moving from one of
the most populated cities in the world, West Michigan proved to be a
big shift in scenery.

KCAD also encourages its students to expand themselves by studying
abroad. Devin Childers, a senior Industrial Design student, recently
participated in KCAD’s first student exchange program to Manchester
University in England—an experience that he says proved integral in
shaping his creative process.

“When I came here on the first day it was very quiet and so peaceful that
I thought it was a public holiday, but that was just how it was,” Arora says.
“It was a shock because I could actually sleep. Back home I was always
surrounded by background noise and people.”

“You pick a college not necessarily for the technical skills, although that’s
very important, but for all the things that can be learned,” Childers says.
“It’s the experience and the environment that are the most important.
Studying abroad makes you a more well-rounded individual.”

“

One great thing about being in a
school like KCAD is that no matter
where you’re from, the language
of art and design is the same.”
- Aakosh Arora, Industrial Design student

Despite his newfound rest, the transition wasn’t without the challenges
of adjusting to life in a new country. Thankfully, Arora was able to lean
on his professors and staff at KCAD to help ease his transition. When
he first arrived, he was picked up from the airport and, later, taken to
purchase a laptop and other supplies. After he had settled in more,
he found himself hanging out with his professors after class, having
conversations about his work, and collaborating on projects.
“I think KCAD has some of the best professors in the U.S.,” Arora says. “I
am amazed by them and how talented they are. The professors are
very open and helpful to international students. They understand that
you’re coming from a different culture and are very welcoming.”

8
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Childers was able to see how different
cultures designed products and how those
products were used in their daily lives. But
it was not only the physical products that
inspired him; Childers was able to observe
the way people in the U.K. moved and
interacted with their built environments,
giving him a better perspective on how to
craft future designs.

“You can only see so much on the Internet
or when you’re talking to other people; you really have to go places to
experience them yourself,” Childers says. “Traveling is one of the best
ways to learn anything. KCAD offers a gateway, a door to the rest of
the world.”
As diverse as the converging backgrounds and cultures that enliven
the halls of KCAD may be, the common language of creativity bonds
everyone together.
“One great thing about being in a school like KCAD is that no matter where
you’re from, the language of art and design is the same,” Arora said.
“It’s the same for everyone in the world.”

By Kyle Austin

Among those opportunities is a newly established relationship with Thieme,
an industry-leading global medical and science publisher that produces 70
book titles and more than 140 medical and scientific journals every year
that are used by health professionals and medical students worldwide.
“In terms of influence and leadership, Thieme is to medical illustration
what Disney is to animation,” says Medical Illustration Program Chair
David Gianfredi. “For anyone working in or around the industry, this is
a company you want to be involved with as much as possible.”
The program first caught Thieme’s attention in the summer of 2014 at
an industry conference in San Diego, where images drawn by KCAD
Medical Illustration students
were used in a presentation.
Thieme representatives were so
impressed with the work that they
immediately wanted to know how
they could tap into the program’s
burgeoning talent.

“

It wasn’t just about the work Ciosek produced; Thieme had a genuine
interest in helping her develop professionally as well. Immediately after
her internship ended, Ciosek was offered and accepted a freelance
position with the company. “They were so supportive and really interested
in my work,” she says. “They didn’t just tell me what to do; they asked
me how the process was going and if I was interested in or experienced
in different artistic mediums. They’re really interested in what artists
can do to push everyone forward.”
Tess Tobolic, another 2014 Medical Illustration graduate working for
Thieme, was hired as a freelance illustrator shortly after receiving
her diploma. For one of her first projects, Tobolic illustrated about 80
images for a surgical atlas that will be released in the near future. She
worked directly with both an executive editor at Thieme and three
doctors who are involved in the atlas, so it was critical to remain
on the same page. She says the experience has taught her how

Thieme is to medical illustration what
Disney is to animation . . . this is a
company you want to be involved with.”
- David Gianfredi, Medical Illustration Program Chair

In the following months, Thieme
worked with Gianfredi to bring
2014 Medical Illustration grad
Emily Ciosek to New York City for a four-month internship. As the
company’s first intern to be focused solely on illustration, Ciosek
gained invaluable real-world experience working directly with medical
professionals and Thieme publishers to create specific illustrations for
upcoming publications.

“Working directly with publishers presented a really interesting dynamic,”
she says. “They showed me the business side of the industry. I learned,
for instance, how to talk to doctors in a more professional manner, and
even though the people working on the publishing side aren’t artists
themselves, they know how these drawings are supposed to look, so I
got a very clear picture of Thieme’s professional standards.”
Thieme in turn benefited from an injection of fresh talent and thinking that
can help them stay ahead of the game as illustration techniques evolve
and the field continues to expand and change. “We understood that there
would be a learning curve, but we saw it as an opportunity to groom a
future freelance illustrator, which is exactly what we’ve done,” says Mary Jo
Casey, Director of Editorial Services at Thieme. “Emily has been phenomenal;
she came in and really took control and has been very easy to work with.”

important time management and communication are to becoming a
successful freelance medical illustrator.
“Sometimes they want the image in a couple of hours. You’ve got to
pick and choose where to focus your efforts. That’s something that
you learn right away, and also that sometimes simpler is better—that’s
huge in this field.”
Both Tobolic and Ciosek are working to establish themselves as career
freelance medical illustrators, and having experience with one of the
industry’s most influential companies on their résumés gives them a
huge competitive advantage. Furthermore, the ongoing relationship
between Thieme and KCAD ensures that future students will have that
advantage as well. Samantha Stutzman, who graduated as the program’s
2015 Excellence Award winner, is in the midst of an internship at Thieme
that began in early September.
Casey says she fully expects the relationship to continue. “If David finds
someone who’s a good fit, we’d love to bring them in. We aim to get a
good rotation going; that would be ideal.”

KCAD PORTFOLIO | WINTER 2015/2016
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“Echoes” Brianna Baurichter, MFA Drawing. Charcoal on paper, 9’x36’, 2015.
As a biracial artist, I am attracted to the multifaceted and the spaces between things. The cultural lenses we use to perceive
the world can shift our understanding of reality, giving people, places, and artifacts different meanings across time and
space. Charcoal’s immediacy and malleability allow me to scrutinize my own lenses through intuitive mark-making and
critical reflection, creating an open, yet layered experience for the viewer to enter into and devise new meaning from.
Baurichter is posing next to her work in KCAD’s new graduate and undergraduate studios at 89 Ionia Ave.
Learn more about this and other new KCAD spaces on page 13.

Beyond the Learning Curve
There’s no denying the shifting landscape of higher education, but where others see obstacles,
KCAD sees opportunities to reframe questions and explore new ways of teaching and learning.
By Kyle Austin
That’s why the college’s two newest graduate programs are both
responsive to the present and designed for the future. In its first year,
the Master of Architecture (MArch) program has more than lived up
to its billing of being “very unlike the usual.”
MArch Director Brian Craig says that by placing foundational content
classes and a rigorous studio course into separate portions of each
semester rather than positioning them concurrently, the program’s
unique curriculum structure allows students to dive both deeply and
broadly into architecture.
“We’re absolutely convinced that the structure is working, particularly
with the way we’ve been able to integrate foundational knowledge
into the studio. The students weren’t just focusing on spatial or visual
aspects of architectural design; they developed a fully systemic
understanding of architecture and placemaking.”
Though the eight students in the program’s inaugural cohort come
from a diverse mix of institutional and disciplinary backgrounds,
they’ve meshed into a cohesive group. “The future of architecture lies
in transdisciplinary collaborative design, and I’ve been thrilled with
how the students have supported and challenged one another. They’ve
developed a very powerful and positive studio culture.”
Industry professionals agree. The six students who entered the MArch’s
two-year track with a preprofessional degree have all earned internships
at architecture firms. Students have also been awarded significant
scholarship funding, most notably taking three out of the seven meritbased Michigan Architectural Foundation Scholarships awarded this past
academic year. The program itself is on track to full accreditation, having
been recently promoted to candidacy status by the National Architecture
Accrediting Board.
“The comments and recognition our students and our program have
received from outside sources show that the work we’re doing can
stand up to work being done anywhere,” said Craig.
Like the MArch, KCAD’s newest graduate program, the Master of Arts in
Visual and Critical Studies (MA:VCS), is designed with a rapidly changing
world in mind. “From the printing press onward, we’ve exchanged visual
communication on a large scale, but the pace of that exchange has
increased exponentially with the advent of the information age,” said
MA:VCS Program Chair Diane Zeeuw. “We need to strengthen our collective

12
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ability to deeply understand information by critiquing it. Now more than
ever, we need people who can dismantle information and see what kind
of impact it’s having on us.”
In this experimental, theory-driven program, students will explore visual
culture—the relationship between visual images and those who consume
them—where any artifact may become important, not just objects
belonging to the specific category of “art.” Students will also grapple
with the ways in which human beings cognitively process visual
information, and how that process affects the way the things we see
shape our personal beliefs.
“We’ll be exposing students to an array of accepted qualitative modes
of planning, framing, implementing, and reporting research that will
provide them with viable prototypes for serious academic engagement
within the scholarly community,” said Zeeuw.
This kind of study is best informed by a broad perspective, and both the
faculty and inaugural cohort of the MA:VCS reflect just that. Zeeuw, who
also teaches In the Painting program, is joined by Art History professor
Dr. Karen Carter and Digital Media Program Chair Brad Yarhouse. Noted
scholars in a number of different fields have also expressed interest in
teaching in the program.
The inaugural cohort draws from a number of different undergraduate
disciplines, including drawing, painting, art history, and even economics.
“It’s a rich laboratory environment when we get a group of researchoriented, articulate, graduate-level students together,” said Carter.
“We’re creating this hotbed of intellectual exchange and debate that
needs to exist in more places.”
Both a full degree and a certificate option are offered. In this way, the
MA:VCS can adapt to students’ varying needs and goals. While graduates
will be prepared to publish in scholarly, peer-reviewed journals, these
critical and communication skills can be applied to any field and will
remain versatile well into the future.
“The ability to intensely read and discuss important intellectual ideas,
analyze them, and communicate your own ideas to your peers is
invaluable,” said Carter. “These skills are a doorway to lifelong learning.”
To learn more about the MArch and MA:VCS programs, go to
kcad.edu/programs/graduate.

Former third floor studio spaces in the 17 Fountain St. NW building have been transformed into
classrooms for the Illustration, Medical Illustration and Master of Architecture programs.

Open Spaces
While it’s true that great work can happen anywhere, all artists and designers crave a physical
environment that fuels creativity rather than stifling it.
By John Wiegand
Studios and workspaces are sanctuaries, places of refuge that allow
individuals to hone their talents while simultaneously inspiring them
to pursue new ideas and ways of making. But here at KCAD, that
environment must also be a living, breathing space, open enough to
showcase students’ work and invite inside those who bring a valuable
outside perspective.
Meeting the need for both open and
private spaces on an urban campus can
be challenging. Specifically, it’s a delicate
balance between high-minded vision and
the reality of building codes. Since the
beginning of 2015 the task of striking that
balance while forging KCAD’s future as
an urban campus has largely fallen on the
shoulders of Director of Facilities
Alex Smart

Alex Smart.

“I often describe my job as solving problems all day long,” Smart says.
“But in reality they really aren’t problems, it’s just looking at possibilities.
We want to be able to look at challenges as opportunities.”
Smart, a 25-year veteran architect, hopes to unify the campus more in
coming years, so that each space complements the other. He dreams
of spaces that are both flexible and open-minded—collaborative
enough to unite departments and floors, yet distinct enough to convey
the individual identity of each program.
As members of the KCAD community continue to embrace
collaborative approaches to projects that transcend traditional
barriers between disciplines, Smart says, “Not only do we need
transformational spaces, we ourselves must be flexible. It’s
interesting because of the creativity that happens here.”

That commitment is illustrated by two recently completed renovation
projects, unveiled at a ribbon-cutting event held as part of the
Inaugural Celebration on November 5. New undergraduate and
graduate studio spaces now span two floors of the building at 89
Ionia Ave., while the third floor of the 17 Fountain St. NW building has
been remodeled to provide ample classroom space for the Master of
Architecture, Illustration, and Medical Illustration programs.
The college’s approach to space also involves opening itself up to
the external community. During ArtPrize 2013, 2014, and 2015, KCAD
students, faculty, and community partners transformed the portion
of Pearl St. between the 17 Fountain St. NW and Woodbridge N. Ferris
buildings into the Spark Park, a flexible public green space where
the KCAD community, ArtPrize viewers and other visitors could relax,
network and participate in various group activities.
The Spark Park was modeled after Downtown Grand Rapids Inc.’s [DGRI]
parklet program. “It’s a nontraditional space that catches your eye
when you go by it,” says Tim Kelly, planning manager at DGRI. “We think
the more inviting a public space is, the more vibrant the city will be and
the more the public will want to be there.”
Pop-up parks are just one part of KCAD’s overall strategy to engage
the public spatially. Going forward, Smart would like to craft an
entrance to KCAD that immediately conveys the college’s identity
and mission to those who pass through the doors.
In the spirit of collaboration, Smart knows that it will take an
institutionwide effort, including input from students, faculty, and
staff members to develop the best solution for KCAD as a whole.
“We have to work as a team,” Smart says. “This is not my vision; this
needs to be the entire college’s vision. When students come into the
spaces at KCAD with their parents or their friends, I want them to be
proud of the school they are in and for them to show it off.”
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CAMPUS

illustrator and art director Timothy Goodman to
campus, where they connected with students in
the Fashion Studies and Graphic design programs.

inherent in the company’s Feek coated foam
products. The winning design was featured in
Trendway’s Chicago Showroom during NeoCon 2015.

Open to any undergraduate student in America,
Wege Prize 2015 drew participation from 80
students representing a total of 16 different
colleges and universities as well as a staggering
56 different academic disciplines. The $15,000
Grand Prize went to Western Sustainers, a
team of students from various colleges within
Western Michigan University. The team designed
the Local Loop Farm, a closed-loop agriculture
system designed to act in symbiosis with its
surrounding community.

Anthony Murtha completed an internship with the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

At the 2015 Art Day Competition, KCAD invited
71 high school seniors from Michigan, Illinois,
Indiana, and Ohio who are pursuing a future
in art and design to share their creativity for a
chance at $217,000 in total scholarship awards.

The Frontier of Making
Forget moving upward – for alum Caitlin Skelcey (’11, Metals and Jewelry Design/Painting),
success comes from growing outward. In the wake of her first year in the research-focused MFA
Metals program at the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana (UICU), Skelcey has been
developing experimental materials that could unlock new possibilities – artistic or otherwise –
for 3D fabrication technology.
by Kyle Austin
Q: You’ve been doing some very interesting research lately. What have you
been exploring?
A: I was awarded a creative research grant from UICU and two outside
scholarships that enabled me to use fabrication technology to explore existing
experimental materials and create new ones. I’ve bought my own 3D printer
and a filament maker to create raw material I can feed into the printer; you
can infuse PLA plastic with other materials like wood pulp or wax, for instance.
These combinations could serve aesthetic or functional purposes, or they could
become a new material that enables some kind of structural innovation.
Q: So what’s the endgame?
A: UICU left the project very open-ended, and because it’s so research-based,
it’s not always about the outcome. Of course, being a jeweler and artist, I focus
on adornment; I want my work to result in something tangible. But knowledge
and experience are equally valuable. I am going forward with an open mind and
trying not to be concerned about an end product, because it can place a lot of
pressure on you. As a part of research, failure is always an option too, but fear of
failure to produce an end product shouldn’t be. Right now I am very optimistic.
Q: Metals and jewelry are disciplines with such a rich history and tradition.
What place does that history have in your practice and in your current research?
A: I aim to exist somewhere between the past and the future. My process
is largely exploratory, and I’m drawn to both the slow, methodical nature of
working by hand and the expediency and exactitude of new technologies.
Too often, there’s a line drawn between traditional and new ways of making;
it’s an aversion to what’s old or seemingly outdated, or a fear of the new and
unfamiliar. I want to demolish those boundaries.
Q: Were you interested in the discipline before you came to KCAD?
A: I have always enjoyed working with my hands, making objects, and
tinkering with things. I came to KCAD undeclared and just began taking
classes. When I took an intro class in Metals and Jewelry Design, I was
hooked. I was learning new techniques and creating 3D forms out of metals
and other materials; it broadened my perception of jewelry and adornment
as well as my concept of creating.
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Q: What sparked your interest in fabrication technology?
A: [KCAD Allesee Metals and Jewelry Design Program Chair] Phil Renato
encouraged us to explore new ideas with CAD modeling software like Rhino,
where you’re comprehending a 3D object on a 2D plane. It wasn’t long before
CAD and 3D printing had become an integral part of my process.
Drawing is still the foundation of my process – once I have a hand-drawn
rendering, I model it in Rhino and then 3D print it. I then modify the print
through painting, clear coating, or casting. I use 3D printing as a tool like any
other. Just because I print something doesn’t mean that’s the end of the
story for this object; you want to take it beyond that.
Q: Was grad school a natural next step?
A: After graduating, I worked at KCAD as both the Metals and Jewelry Technician
and a FlexLab Technician, and I also worked as a bench jeweler at Talsma
Jewelry in Grandville. I grew so much during this time, not only in my skills and
technical knowledge, but also as an artist and a person. However, I knew
grad school would help me progress further, so after three years in the field I
went for it. It has been a challenging experience, but more than anything it
is rewarding.
I aim to broaden myself as much as possible. I chose UICU’s MFA Metals
program because it’s very research-focused and provides a lot of research
funding opportunities. But I also wanted to push my practice further by meeting
new faculty and students and learning from their different experiences.
Q: You taught an intro course at KCAD this summer and started teaching at
UICU this fall. What’s the experience been like so far?
A: It’s so rewarding when you help a student understand something, and then
get to see them take that idea and create something of their own. I see in my
students the same enthusiasm I still feel when I gain a new skill or learn a new
technique, and that’s made teaching an extremely rewarding experience.

The recently unveiled third phase of the “Art in the
Airport” exhibition at Gerald R. Ford International
Airport features alumni Kathleen Zeck (’15, Painting)
and Nataliya Matveev (’09, Interior Design).
KCAD’s student fashion alliance, Bodies of Art (BOA),
held their 11th annual fashion event, “Never Grow
Up,” at the Grand Rapids Public Museum. The event
featured over 50 original student-designed fashions
inspired by childhood games, toys, emotions and
experiences. BOA
partnered with Boys
& Girls Club of Grand
Rapids for the event,
donating a portion
of the proceeds as
well as volunteering
extensively with the
organization in the
Models sporting more KCAD months leading up
student-designed garments to the show.
The inaugural DisArt Festival and the “Art of the Lived
Experiment” exhibition, which was organized by
KCAD, Grand Rapids Art Museum (GRAM), and Urban
Institute for Contemporary Arts (UICA), engaged both
local and visiting audiences in a deeply meaningful
exploration of community, identity and difference that
challenged contemporary notions of disability. Event
highlights included the DisArt Fashion Show, which
included special compression garments for children
with neuro-muscular diseases that were designed by
KCAD Fashion Studies students in collaboration with
Spectrum Health Innovations; the DisArt Independent
Film Festival, held inside the UICA theater; and
captivating performances by artists Brian Catling,
Raphaelle de Groot and Wendy Jacobs.
The Fed Galleries @ KCAD had another outstanding
showing at ArtPrize 2015, hosting Juried 3D winner
Julie Green and Juried Time-Based winner Prince
Thomas as well as earning a third straight nomination
for Outstanding Venue. Also, as one of four ArtPrize
2015 venues participating in the competition’s new
Fellowship for Emerging Curators initiative, The Fed
Galleries selected local artist and curator Elizabeth
Hertl as its inaugural Curatorial Fellow. The Fed
Galleries also hosted the Division Avenue Arts
Collective (DAAC) for DAAC @ The Fed, a special
project exploring the history and “do it together”
culture of the DAAC through a series of events,
workshops and public discussions in collaboration
with local artist groups.
The KCAD Alumni Association and President Leslie
Bellavance welcomed alumni and community
partners onto campus for a special VIP event
celebrating seven years of ArtPrize at KCAD. Guests
were also treated to a private viewing of KCAD’s
2015 ArtPrize exhibition. The Alumni Association
also partnered with AIGA West Michigan to bring
fashion designer Adam Lippes and designer,

As part of a broad collaboration
between Design West Michigan,
the KCAD Alumni Association,
and AIGA West Michigan the
second annual West Michigan
Design Week welcomed a
number of renowned design
professionals to KCAD for
public presentations and
intimate interactions with
Ken Krayer, Executive
students. Featured speakers
Director of Design West
included biomechatronics
pioneer and head of the MIT Michigan and Hugh Herr
Media Lab Hugh Herr, prolific industrial design guru
Tucker Viemeister, WIRED Design Director Claudia
de Almedia, and MakeTools founder Liz Sanders.
The KCAD Alumni Association and Adobe also
sponsored a workshop on Adobe InDesign
during the week.

STUDENT
ART HISTORY
Nichole Dziadosz, Erin Fisher, Tierney Mittelstadt,
and Ryann Rase presented scholarly papers at
the Fourth Annual Grand Rapids Undergraduate
Art History Symposium.
Courtney Jackson worked with UICA and Universal
Mind to develop Access UICA—a new mobile app
inspired by the DisArt Festival that presents valuable
contextual information about art exhibitions.
Sarah Lewis was awarded a scholarship to attend
Ox-Bow School of Art during the summer of 2015.
Aaminah Shakur penned an essay for Hyperallergic
titled “Who Are the Rightful Owners of Artifacts
of Oppression,” which takes a critical look at the
art world’s entrenched—and, Shakur argues,
misguided—ideas about artifact ownership.
COLLABORATIVE DESIGN
In Ken Krayer’s User-Centered Design class, students
Jordan Eastwood (Industrial Design), Amanda
Lumley (Digital Media), Hannah Snyder (Interior
Design), and Linghom
Wang (Industrial Design)
took first place in a
design competition held
by Trendway Corporation
that challenged student
teams to explore the
Ken Krayer’s User-Centered
creative possibilities
Design class

Leslie Yarhouse completed an internship with the
West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum wherein
she worked on obtaining grant funding for waste
stream research.
DIGITAL MEDIA
Alante Carpenter, Nana Dong, Kate Flynn, Ed
Kindsvater and Erica Syverson created a trailer for
the Grand Rapids Film Festival with the help of
professor Brad Yarhouse that won an Eclipse
Award in the Local/Regional Segments and
Promotional Pieces category.
James Driessche, Kelli Kireta, Chloe Stewart,
Josh Workman, and Illustration student Stephanie
Zwart placed 22nd out of 100 teams in the 2015
24 HOURS Animation Competition that featured
teams from around the world.
James Driessche had his 3D horror survival game
Linger picked up by console game publishing
company Grip Games, which will release the game
this fall. Driessche collaborated with a number of
others from the KCAD community on the game’s
design, including Digital Media Assistant Professor
Susan Bonner, Digital Media students Dustin
McCloy and Joshua Workman, Illustration student
Jordan Garza, 2015 Sculpture and Functional Art
graduate Jake Kapusta, and 2014 Digital Media
graduate Erica Syverson.
Valerie Goniwiecha worked with a team of students
from Michigan State University to win the Best in
Show award at the 2015 Mid-Michigan ADDY Awards.
DRAWING
Lindsey Aleman was one of 27 artists accepted
into “Drawn,” an exhibition at the prestigious
Manifest Gallery in Cincinnati, OH.
Brianna Baurichter (MFA) was named the curator of
Grand Rapids’ iconic Blue Bridge for ArtPrize 2015
through the competition’s City Parks Curator Program.
Baurichter worked with fellow MFA Drawing student
Nichole Riley to coordinate Riley’s installation, a
powerful statement on childhood sexual abuse.
Anna Lindquist was accepted into “Journey,” a
juried exhibition at Union Street Gallery in Chicago.

Drawing by Seth Marosok

Seth Marosok received a scholarship to attend the
Golden Apple Art Residency in Maine during the
summer of 2015.
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FASHION STUDIES
Nicole Cruz Flores and Krystal Peto designed
costumes for Opera Grand Rapids’ production
of “Tosca.”

Sonia Griffin and alum Salvador Jimenez (’14,
MFA Drawing) collaborated with the Grand Rapids
Community Foundation Challenge Scholars Program
on a self-portrait project that helped students in the
program realize their creative potential.

Krystal Peto and Emily Prchlik have been accepted
to spend their senior year studying at the Fashion
Institute of Technology in New York City.
Students in the Construction IV course collaborated
with the Grand Rapids Ballet and choreographer
Penny Saunders to create the costumes for
the Ballet’s MOVEMEDIA Program II: Slight. The
costumes were also used in the Grand Rapids
Ballet’s performance at the Spring to Dance
Festival in St. Louis, MO.
The program’s 2015 Capstone Collection Fashion
Show, “Insectrum,” was held at the historic Felt
Mansion in Holland, MI and featured studentdesigned one-of-a-kind garments from swimsuits
to formalwear to recycled garment designs.
Matthew Poszgay was accepted into and attended
the Teen Vogue Fashion University Program in New
York City in March 2015.
For the “Disparate Elements: A Steampunk
Revolution” event in Big Rapids, students created
steampunk-inspired garments that were displayed
alongside vignettes created by Ferris
State University Hospitality students.
FURNITURE DESIGN
Heather Seto was one of six finalists
in the 2015 Bienenstock Furniture
Heather Seto Library Design Competition.
GRAPHIC DESIGN
Instructor John Koziatek’s Branding I class held a
logo design competition to help promote the Spirit
of Grand Rapids, a new organization that aims to
create regional and national awareness of West
Michigan’s vitality and viability. Tamara Rosendall
won first place, while Brittney Rieck and Nicole
Hinton won second and third place, respectively.
Students won awards at
the 2015 West Michigan
American Advertising
Federation Awards (the
ADDY Awards), notably
Deanna Lucas, who took
home the coveted Best
of Show award as well
as a Gold award. Other
Deanna Lucas takes Best
winners: Kylie Crocker
of Show at the Addys
(Silver), Nicole Fuller
(Bronze), Helen Gardner (Bronze), Briana Garza
(Judges’ Choice: Overall Execution, Gold, Silver,
Bronze), Amy L. Johnson (Silver), Donna Karadsheh
(Judges’ Choice: Concept, Gold), Jake Karadsheh
(Bronze), Jaclyn Lantis (Bronze), Meghan Larimer
(Silver), Katrina Meppelink (Gold), Sara Pionke
(Silver), Michelle Rose (Judges’ Choice: Identity,
Gold, Silver), Zac Sturgeon (Silver x2), Caleb Van
Dyke (Silver x2, Bronze), Miao Zhang (Silver).
ILLUSTRATION
Jennifer Bafile worked as a Pet Product Design
Intern for Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia.
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INDUSTRIAL DESIGN
Christina Cardenas, Allison Charnley, Karl Hoenshall,
Pat Shields and Mackenzie Smith won the $2,500
Runner-Up Grand Prize award at the 2015 MWest
Challenge with FitFrames, a company devoted to
helping people find the perfect pair of eyeglasses.
Amanda Hargraves, Kayla Ita, Fernando Ramirez,
and Ben Zuiderveen won the $6,500 Grand Prize at
the 2015 MWest Challenge with RE | Fresh, a food
storage container that’s both compostable and
designed to keep different foods separate and sealed.
Mackenzie Smith was the KCAD recipient of the
2015 Industrial Design Society of America (IDSA)
Student Merit Award. Smith
also represented KCAD at the
2015 Industrial Designers of
America Central Conference
in Columbus, OH, where she
presented her design portfolio.
Mackenzie Smith

INTERIOR DESIGN
Kelsey Ballast, Madison Gentry, Amanda
Hamburg, and Kaitlin O’Connell took home an
Honorable Mention award in the ThinkUP Interior
Design Student Competition.
Caitlyn Carr made it to the top 10 in the I Like
Design competition, put on by Interiors and
Sources magazine.

was also accepted into “Damned: An Exhibition of
Enlightened Darkness” at Tangent Gallery in Detroit.
Aj Cooke (MFA) displayed part of her graduate
thesis work in an exhibition at Craft House Gallery
titled “Perception and Place: CH030715-3.”
Ricardo Gonzalez (MFA) and his fellow EXPO Collective
members helped launch the first ever Quetzal Arts
Fest, a celebration of community art held in Chicago’s
Pilsen neighborhood. Gonzalez was also featured in
an interview on the highly trafficked Instagram blog
and in an article on Remezcla, a popular national
media site that focuses on Latino culture. This fall,
Gonzalez was featured in “La Muerte Niña: Day of
the Dead,” an exhibition at the National Museum of
Mexican Art in Chicago.
Dustin Rogers (MFA) won the 2015 MFA Student
Purchase Award from Ferris State University.
PHOTOGRAPHY
Ashley Young’s (MFA) talents graced the cover of
the fall 2015 issue of Gay Weddings and Marriage
Magazine. The cover photo came from a shoot
Young conducted earlier this summer through her
own photography studio, APaige Photography.
PRINTMAKING
Amanda Berry, Emily Cobb, Eana Egopian, Kayla
Karaczewski, Deborah Mattson, Maddie May,
Alex Orlowski, Jenna Para, Whitney Ruhlman,
and Erin Schaenzer traveled to the University of
Tennessee to participate in the Southern Graphics
International Printmaking Conference.

Illustration Professor Patricia Constantine was
featured in a solo exhibition at Muskegon Community
College’s Overbrook Art Gallery titled “Myth and
Reality: Drawings by Patricia Constantine.”
Sculpture and Functional Art Assistant Professor
Israel Davis attended “Pentaculum,” an artist
residency and retreat experience at Arrowmont
School of Arts and Crafts. Davis also led the KCAD
Clay Collective at another Wood-fire Creative
Intensive session at Ox-Bow School of Art.
Art History Professor and Program Chair Suzanne
Eberle spoke at an exhibition highlighting the work
produced by the first class of the Georgia Tech
Design Collaborative.

Fashion Studies Program Chair Lori Faulkner
and KCAD alumnus Robert Andy Coombs (’13,
Photography) organized the DisArt Fashion Show,
held during the inaugural DisArt Festival.
Photography Assistant Professor Leah Gose was
featured in four separate exhibitions in Denver,
CO as part of the Denver Month of Photography.

Molly Duff was awarded a scholarship to attend
Ox-Bow School of Art during the summer of 2015.

Mallarie Hiaeshutter won the $1,000 top prize in
the second annual REHAU Leading Edge Design
Challenge.
Kaitlin O’Connell was part of a team that won the
People’s Choice Award at the 2015 International
Interior Design Association (IIDA) Student Charette.
MASTER OF ARCHITECTURE
Anne Schnitzenbaumer and Courtney Vallier
were awarded scholarships from the Michigan
Architectural Foundation, which only awards
seven such scholarships each year.
Anne Schnitzenbaumer was awarded the
American Institute of Architects (AIA) Grand
Rapids Student Scholarship.
Courtney Vallier was awarded a scholarship from
the Construction Specifications Institute.
PAINTING
Jason Betzing has been awarded a Kuhnel
Scholarship from the Mensa Foundation. Betzing

FACULTY & STAFF
Art History Associate Professor Karen Carter
co-edited and contributed to a new book, Foreign
Artists and Communities in Modern Paris,
1870-1914: Strangers in
Paradise, a collection
of scholarly essays that
examines Paris as a
hotbed of international
culture. Carter was
also one of 25 out
of 70 applicants who
were accepted into
“Teaching the History
of Modern Design: The
Cannon and Beyond,”
Foreign Artists, co-edited
an academic teaching
by Karen Carter
institute organized by
the National Endowment for the Humanities.
Brian Craig, Director of the Master of Architecture
(MArch) program, received a Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Grand Rapids chapter of the American
Institute of Architects (AIA) for his immense
contributions to both the field of architecture
and the community of West Michigan.

Continuing Studies Director Brenda Sipe was featured
in a solo exhibition titled “Transitional Structures” at
the Krempp Art Gallery in Jasper, IN.
Sculpture and Functional Art Assistant Professor
Natalie Wetzel organized several events in
collaboration with the transdisciplinary student
group INTERSPACE, including a presentation by
Niels Bohr physicist Jacob Bourjaily, a concert by
multi-instrumentalist Daniel Huffman (New Fumes),
and a presentation by Mark Doyle, Editor in Chief of
UK-based transdisciplinary magazine TRIBE.

General Education Professor and Program Chair
Susanna Engbers presented her paper “Analyze
This: Using Film in the Rhetoric and Composition
Classroom” at the 2015 national conference of the
Popular Culture Association in New Orleans. Engbers
also addressed the Denver Woman’s Press Club
(DWPC), an organization founded in 1898 that stands
as one of the nation’s oldest women’s press clubs.

SCULPTURE AND FUNCTIONAL ART
Amanda Opolski and Jerydd Sprague were
awarded scholarships to attend Ox-Bow School
of Art during the summer of 2015.

Mallarie Hiaeshutter wins top prize at REHAU
Leading Edge Design Challenge

English Associate Professor Adam Schuitema
has released Haymaker, his critically acclaimed
first novel.

“Balcony Road” by Leah Gose

Photography Professor Darlene Kaczmarczyk
was a featured speaker at the recent Society for
Photographic Education’s (SPE) 2015 national
conference, where she discussed changes in food
photography over the past 50 years. Kaczmarczyk
also won a scholarship to Ox-Bow School of Art for
the summer of 2015.
Design West Michigan Executive Director Ken Krayer
has been named to the board of directors of Creative
Many Michigan (formerly ArtServe Michigan).

Tom Clinton (‘02, Printmaking), Exhibitions Director
for SiTE:LAB, and the rest of the SiTE:LAB team won
big in ArtPrize 2015, taking home the Outstanding
Venue Award for the second straight year. SiTE:LAB
also hosted Juried Grand Prize winner Kate Gilmore’s
“Higher Ground.”
Robert Andy Coombs (’13, Photography) had his
work featured in “Robert Coombs New Works,” a solo
exhibition held during the inaugural DisArt Festival.
Heather Duffy (’12, MFA Painting) has been named
the new Exhibitions Curator for UICA. Duffy was
also named to the Grand Rapids Business Journal’s
2015 40 Under 40 list, honoring dynamic local
professionals under the age of 40.

Danielle Wyckoff in front of “Surroundings”

Drawing Assistant Professor Danielle Wyckoff created
a commissioned public art piece titled “Surroundings”
for the Park City Library in Park City, UT.

Tony Ellison (’14, Digital Media) has been hired as
an Interactive Designer at Varsity News Network.
Heather Gray (’98, Graphic Design) has been
named the new art director of Traverse Magazine
and its parent company, MyNorth Media.

Digital Media Assistant Professor and Program
Chair Brad Yarhouse was invited to the United
Kingdom to present at The Comic Electric: A Digital
Comics Symposium. Yarhouse presented a paper
titled “Comic Media in New Mediums: Dancing
on the Head of Closure” in which he explores the
possibilities that continue to emerge as comics
enter the digital realm.
Professor Diane Zeeuw, Chair of both the Painting
and M.A. in Visual and Critical Studies (MA:VCS)
programs, has been named to a team of education
professionals working on an extensive research
project focused on developing new approaches to
ethics and research integrity training. The project
is being funded through a $215,000 research grant
from the Australian Office of Learning and Teaching.
Zeeuw is the only member who is not from Australia.

ALUMNI
Ben Biondo (’12, Graphic Design) was featured
in a Q&A on the Urban Outfitters blog, where he
talked about design process, living in Southern
California and denying creative boundaries.

Drawing Professor Deborah Rockman was a visiting
artist at Bowling Green University in Ohio. Rockman
was also featured in a solo retrospective exhibition—
“Deborah Rockman: The Danger of Being Born (De
Novo)”—at the Rebecca Randal Bryan Art Gallery at
Coastal Carolina University in Conway, SC.
Illustration Assistant Professor Matthew Schenk
won three awards at the Festival Regional Arts
Exhibition, held at UICA: the Festival 2D Juror
Award, the Christina Marie Bivins Memorial Award
and the UICA Solo Exhibition Award.

Lydia Boda (’15, Sculpture and Functional Art) won
the inaugural UICA Fresh Pick Award. The award
was created as a way to spotlight KCAD graduates
who exhibit an exceptional level of talent. As part of
the award, Boda was also given a solo exhibition in
UICA’s Green Room Gallery and recognition on the
organization’s website and social media platforms.

“Dream Diary” by Lydia Boda

Steve Heneveld holding his Emmy Award for Netflix
series “All Hail King Julien”

Steve Heneveld (’06, Digital Media) and his
DreamWorks Animation co-workers won an Emmy
for Outstanding Children’s Animated Program for
their work on the Netflix series “All Hail King Julien.”
Michael Hetu (’09, Illustration), who currently
works on the KCAD Admissions team, profiled
the Grand Rapids apartments of fellow KCAD
alums Evie Stormzand (’14, Digital Media) and
Shawn Merkel (’11, Interior Design) for the website
Apartment Therapy.
Sam Iannamico (’14, Photography) has been
hired by the Grand Rapids Griffins as the team’s
permanent photographer after spending the past
year in an internship role.
Aneka Ingold (’13, MFA Drawing) was featured in
the national juried exhibition “Immortality and
Vulnerability” at Chicago’s Zhou B Art Center and
the regional juried exhibition “Love” at Carrollwood
Cultural Center in Tampa, FL, at which she received
a third place award. Ingold’s work was also featured
in the Howard A. and Judith Tullman Art collection,
on display at 1871 in Chicago, and she was published
in the March 2015 issue of PoetsArtists.
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Rob Jackson (‘89, Illustration) and his advertising
agency, Extra Credit Projects, earned numerous
awards for its Art Everywhere US public service
campaign, including a Best of Show Award at the
West Michigan American Advertising Awards (AAF)
(the ADDY Awards), a Gold Award at the AAF Sixth
District Awards, a Silver Award at the National AAF
Awards, and a Gold OBIE Award from the Outdoor
Advertising Association of America.
Salvador Jiménez (’14, MFA Drawing) has been
named to a yearlong appointment as the artistin-residence in the Ceramics program at Harvard
University’s Office for the Arts, beginning September 1,
2015. Jiménez also completed a weeklong residency
in the Saugatuck Center for the Arts’ Summer Migrant
Program, where he helped provide arts programming
to children of migrant farm workers. This fall, Jiménez
was featured in “La Muerte Niña: Day of the Dead,” an
exhibition at the National Museum of Mexican Art in
Chicago. He was also named to the Grand Rapids
Business Journal’s 2015 40 Under 40 list, honoring
dynamic local professionals under the age of 40.
Justin Kellner (’10, MFA Painting) was among
the 123 artists from around the world included in
the 40th annual “Birds in Art” exhibition at Leigh
Yawkey Woodson Art Museum in Wausau, WI.
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John O’Neill mulling over ArtPrize branding concepts

John O’Neill (’01, Graphic Design) and his team
at Grand Rapids design studio Conduit created
the branding for ArtPrize 2015, dubbed “ArtPrize
Seven.” O’Neill was also named the new president
of AIGA West Michigan.
Taylor Overbey (’15, MFA Painting) was featured
alongside fellow Michigan artist Lisa Medendorp in
the exhibition “Characters & Controversy” at Red
Lotus Gallery in Muskegon.
Cory Peeke (’91, Fine Arts) was featured in a
solo exhibition at the Pittsburg State University
Museum of Art titled “A Higher Education.”
Mark A. Peterson (’00, Industrial Design) was
recently hired as a senior product designer in HP’s
Retail Solutions Mobility group.

Ethan Ross

Erica Lang (’14, Printmaking) has opened Woosah,
a naturally inspired printshop and retail store on
the Avenue for the Arts in Grand Rapids.

Ethan Ross (’14, MFA Photography) and Hunter
Bridwell (’10, Photography) were two of the four
recipients of the inaugural ArtPrize Fellowship for
Emerging Curators. Through the Fellowship, Ross
helped curate UICA’s ArtPrize 2015 exhibition, and
also curated his own exhibition at the Avenue for
the Arts [Gallery] Space. Bridwell helped curate the
Grand Rapids Art Museum’s exhibition, and also
curated his own exhibition on the Gillett Bridge.

Kirt Martin (’97, Industrial Design) penned an
editorial for Metropolis on how the design of
outdoor public spaces will shape the future of
urban environments.

Trevor Rowely (’12, Printmaking) and Jessica
Shelton (’12, Metals and Jewelry Design) were
awarded scholarships to attend Ox-Bow School of
Art during the summer of 2015.

Taylor Mazer (’12, Illustration) was featured in
“Drawn,” an exhibition at the prestigious Manifest
Gallery in Cincinnati, OH.

Nicolas Sanchez (’09, Painting) was featured
in “Personal Structures-Crossing Borders,” an
exhibition organized by the European Cultural
Centre that was held in Venice, Italy, during
the 56th Venice Biennale. Sanchez was also
featured in his first European solo exhibition,
held at Accesso Galleria in Pietrasanta, Italy.

Tim Murphy (’02, Industrial Design), who currently
teaches in the Industrial Design program, is leading a
collaborative effort to turn an abandoned kids’ camp
in Ludington, MI into Camp BluSky, a multifaceted
innovation center that can serve kids, startups, small
businesses, and even Fortune 500 companies.
Gwen O’Brien (’97, Graphic Design) was among
the 32 nominees for this year’s Top Women Owned
Businesses Award, given annually by the Grand
Rapids Business Journal.
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Fredy Santiago (’13, Digital Media) was
commissioned by Adobe to create a special
illustration for the software giant’s 25 Under 25
list, to which Santiago was named this past spring.
Adobe also commissioned him to create a billboard
for its “Make It” campaign that was displayed in
New York City’s Williamsburg neighborhood.

Sarah Lindley

On view January 5–February 20, 2016
Ripple Effect: From Industry to Environment
in the Kalamazoo River Basin
The works of Sarah Lindley and Steve Nelson examine
the former Plainwell Paper mill and watershed of the
Kalamazoo River, and their impact on the environment
and surrounding community.

Darshan | Seeing
This solo exhibition by Katherine Sullivan incorporates
aspects of Indian and Western painting that explore
the boundaries between abstract and representational
imagery, color and form, and direct and indirect
painting technique.
Katherine Sullivan

Samantha Stutzman (’15, Medical Illustration)
has been accepted into an internship position at
Thieme, an industry-leading global publisher of
medical illustration textbooks and journals.
Lee Timko (’15, MFA Painting) received a scholarship
to attend the Golden Apple Art Residency in Maine
during the summer of 2015.
David VanTuyle (’12, Digital Media) was nominated for
an Emmy Award for Outstanding Main Title and Graphic
Design for his work creating the main title sequence
for the Nickelodeon show “Wallykazam!.”
John Wagoner (’09, MFA Painting) was named to the
Northwest Louisiana Young Professional Initiative’s
40 Under 40 Award list.
Scott Whitworth (’13 Photography) was featured
in “Memory: The Second Death”—a solo exhibition
at Art Haus Galleries in Portland, OR. Whitworth
was also featured in the National Photography
Competition and Exhibition, held at Soho Photo
Gallery in New York City.

Tommy Knight (’05, Industrial Design) has been
hired as an industrial designer by Disher Design &
Development.

Erica Lang in her newly-opened shop, Woosah

Caitlin Skelcey (’11, Metals and Jewelry Design/
Painting) was awarded a creative research grant
from the University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana,
where she’s currently enrolled in the MFA Metals
program, to develop experimental materials for
3D fabrication technology. Skelcey was also awarded
a Society of North American Goldsmiths Educational
Endowment Scholarship and a Society of Midwest
Metalsmiths Scholarship.

The Fed Galleries @ KCAD Admission free; open to the public.
Gallery Hours: T, W, Th: 11am-8pm | F, Sa: 11am-6pm | By Appointment
Closed Sun-Mon and on College Holidays

Joseph Wilcox (’09, Art Education) was awarded a
$10,000 grant from the nonprofit organization Crusade
for Art for .LDOC, a free print publication combining
photography and creative writing that Wilcox plans
to distribute to passengers on Chicago’s L train.

IN
MEMORIAM
The President’s Office has been notified of the
passing of Julia Van Horn, a 2003 graduate of the
Interior Design program. The following is from her
obituary on MLive: Julia will be lovingly remembered
by her husband of 34 years, Robert Van Horn; her
children, Nicholas (Sarah) Van Horn, Christopher
(Sarah) Van Horn, Corin (Joel) Van Horn; her beloved
grandsons, Harrison Van Horn and Mason Van Horn;
her parents, Bob and Kieren Fouts; her siblings,
Russel Fouts, Dan (Jane) Fouts; and many nieces,
nephews, relatives, and friends.
The President’s Office was notified of the passing
of Sally Anne Baragar-Vogel, a 1984 graduate of
the Illustration program. The following is from her
obituary on MLive: Sally was preceded in death by
her parents, Dr. Daniel and Mary Carothers, and sister,
Jane Hill. She is survived by her husband, James;
children, Guy (Judy) Baragar, Kim (Tony) Wonnacott,
Tracy (Gary) Kornoelje, Eric (Carol) Vogel; brother,
Dr. Gary (Bonnie) Carothers; grandchildren, Amber
Smith, Kymecca Durlin, NaKeesha Durlin, Donneya
Hinton; great-granddaughter, Journee Marshand.

Up next at uica uica.org
Coming Home
On view from October 31, 2015 – March 20, 2016

Live Coverage
March 11, 2016, 7 - 11 pm

A series of exhibitions featuring emerging and
established Michigan artists, “Coming Home” celebrates
Michigan’s role as a platform for inspiration, exploration,
and creative development. Details at uica.org.

This spring, see the region’s most exciting visual artists
create work live. Stroll the selection of in-progress art,
and bid in the silent auctions during Live Coverage,
UICA’s centerpiece fundraising event. Artists donate
a portion of their sales to UICA, and 100% of all other
proceeds support UICA programming and exhibitions
year-round.

UICA Fresh Pick: Lydia Boda
January 29, 2016 – March 20, 2016
Awarded annually to one student in the graduating
class at KCAD, the Fresh Pick award recognizes an
emerging artist of exceptional promise. Inaugural
winner Lydia Boda (’15, Sculpture and Functional Art)
will be celebrated in a solo exhibition at UICA.

Lydia Boda

$10 UICA Members and $25 Non-members.

Live Coverage

YOUR
SUPPORT
MATTERS

The support of the individuals, companies, and foundations listed below make it possible for Kendall College
of Art and Design of Ferris State University to be a pacesetter in the world of art and design education.

Today KCAD’s urban campus in the
heart of Grand Rapids encompasses
three buildings along a five-block strip
and serves more than 1,400 students.
With seventeen undergraduate and
five graduate programs, art and design
education at KCAD includes depth
in design, studio art, art history and
art education. KCAD is committed
to an innovative curriculum that is
responsive to student needs.

$100,000 and Up
Daniel and Pamella
DeVos Foundation
Herman Miller,
Incorporated
The Meijer Foundation

Standale Lumber
& Supply Company
Summitt Landscape
Management, Incorporated
Marilyn Titche
William Gilbert Trust (Dec)

$50,000 to $99,000
Steelcase Foundation

Up to $1,000
Mitchell Bakker
William Barnett
Kevin Barrett
Jonathan Baumbauer
Behler-Young Company
Katherine Bivins
Loren Boebel
Ingrid Borreson
Karen Bradfield
Lisa Braybrook
Daniel Britton
Butler Electric, LLC
Brian Church
CompuCraft
Technology Solutions
Patricia Cooper
Bryce Culverhouse
Cynthia Cutler-Awrey
David Daniel
Jacqueline Davidson
Davidson Plyforms,
Incorporated
Janet Dean

Currently, 96% of KCAD’s student body
is supported by some form of financial
assistance from federal, state and/or
institutional aid funding sources. It is
the college’s goal to provide innovative
learning experiences that will prepare
students to pursue sustainable impact
with little to no student debt. We cannot
reach this goal without your support.
During this time of giving please
consider a gift to support KCAD’s
general scholarship fund.
Each and every student deserves the
opportunity to see education as a path
to limitless possibility instead of a
financial burden. Your generous gift,
of any amount, makes this all the
more possible. Please visit kcad.edu/
giving to donate today.

SPECIAL THANKS TO KCAD DONORS

$25,000 to $49,999
Anita Gilleo
Katherine Vonk
$10,000 to $24,999
The Dick and Betsy
DeVos Foundation
Jerryll Habegger
$1,000 to $9,999
Carrie Bertsch Bleille
Rick and Melissa DeVos
Disability Advocates
of Kent County
Down Syndrome Association
of West Michigan
Dirk Hoffius
Howard Miller Foundation
The Korff Foundation
Mary Free Bed Fund
Pacific Casual, LCC
Peckham, Incorporated

Bradley Ellenwood
Laura Elliott
Walter Fillinksky, Jr.
Mary Frey
Grand Rapids
Public Schools
Diane Granda
Brian Gudas
Larry and Marietta Harbert
Daniel Hedberg
Mary Hogan
Home Depot USA,
Incorporated
Hortech, Incorporated
Nancy Huettel
Pamela Jansen
Ronald Jensen
Janet Johnson
Gregg Keeton
William Koehnlein
RuthAnn Lueck
M. Boss Furniture,
Incorporated
Marge’s Donut Den,
Incorporated
Stephen Martin
Carol Maurer
Linda McCombs
Thomas McDaniel
Gretchen Minnhaar
Ralph Moxley

Based on gifts to Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University donated
between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015.

Bruce Mulder
James Oudman
Kara Peltier
Nancy Perszyk
William Post
Pegg Pyjar
Marvin Reinders
Kenneth Reinhard
Elizabeth Ripley
Franklin Sampedro
Gerald Schultz
Katherine Silvio
Corrie Sommerdyke
Andrea St. John
Louis Staats
Janet Thomas
Diane Thorman
Andrew Townsend
Laurence Vaaler
Via Design,
Incorporated
Jon Walgren
Kristin Welch
Tom Wheelock
Alan Williams
David Woodliff
Ronald Zawistowski
Brittany Zeller
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PARTING SHOT
Alumna Caitlin Skelcey (‘11, Metals and Jewelry Design/Painting) models “Fat #2,” a
bracelet she created using ABS plastic, automotive paint, and clearcoat. Read more about
her innovative work with 3D fabrication technology in the Alumni Q & A on page 14.

To submit topics, photos, or news for future
issues or for the website, please contact
kcadcommunications@ferris.edu.
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Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
age, marital status, veteran or military status, height, weight, protected
disability, genetic information, or any other characteristic protected by
applicable State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment,
housing, public services, or other University operations, including, but not
limited to, admissions, programs, activities, hiring, promotion, discharge,
compensation, fringe benefits, job training, classification, referral, or
retention. Retaliation against any person making a charge, filing a
legitimate complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.
Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may
contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at (231) 591-3057
in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, Disability & Tutoring Services
for Kendall College of Art and Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand
Rapids. Employees and other members of the University community
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may contact the
Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big Rapids, MI 49307 or call
(231) 591-2150.

Follow us on social media

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to the
Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big Rapids, MI 49307
or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title IX Coordinator, 805 Campus
Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the
KCAD Grand Rapids campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17
Fountain St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.

