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DIGITAL MEDIA LOOKS TOWARD THE FUTURE
If you ask Professor Bill Fischer “What is Digital Media?” don’t expect a straight answer. It isn’t 
because Fischer isn’t familiar with the five-year-old program he chairs; it’s because, according to 
him, “There’s no such thing as the specific field of Digital Media. That’s the biggest challenge we face: 
explaining our program to people because it’s so broad.”

Combining animation, sound, graphic art, video and text into memorable advertising, the hottest video 
game or the latest software makes careers in Digital Media some of the trendiest fields and fastest-
growing areas of employment. 

“Because their careers can go in many different directions, we tell students choosing Digital Media 
that they should approach their job search in terms of ‘roles and skills’ rather than job titles,” adds 
Assistant Professor Susan Bonner, who teaches courses in Digital Imaging and Concept Design. 

“In fact, our students often study multiple areas, making them well-versed in two, if not more, areas. 
This program works best for students job hunting in a market (such as) Grand Rapids, where agencies 
aren’t big enough to have a specialist. But we do have a few alumni who have specialized in one area 
and have moved to Burbank or New York and found success,” Fischer explains.

Besides Bonner and Fischer, who teaches Interactive Design, 2-D Animation and Digital Imaging, 
other professors in the Digital Media program are Mike Dollar, who teaches courses in Sound Design; 
Kasey McCargar, Video and Film; Gary Williams, 3-D Modeling and Animation; and Brad Yarhouse, 2-D 
Animation and Sequential Art.

Because Digital Media is evolving at a breakneck pace, alumni of the program play a role nearly as 
important as the professors. Bonner gives an example. “In my Concept Production class, we recently 
worked with a graduate who works at Colorbök in Ann Arbor. She taught students about working with 
suppliers—something students otherwise wouldn’t consider when designing a cool character that 
can be used as a character in a tablet game, as a plush toy, or in retail packaging and display.”

Graduates working in other states are also able to contribute. Says Fischer, “We use online tools to 
collaborate with alumni on projects that simulate actual studio experiences.” McCargar’s students 
record the sessions, which are uploaded to the Digital Media Web site (www.kendallweblab.com). “In 
addition to the learning experience, students are getting direct feedback on their work from industry 
professionals and developing relationships that could lead to a job after graduation,” Fischer continues.

McCargar’s film and video classes are integral to the Motion Graphics class. “Anybody can record video 
now; it’s a vital part of all sorts of communications, especially Web, so learning how to do it well is 
my goal in the class. Students learn the fundamentals, such as storytelling, effective lighting, proper 
framing of shots—all the things that make up good moving pictures,” says McCargar.

Currently, Digital Media students are shooting projects that combine live action with animation. 
They recently finished “Let There Be Light” and are in production on “Super!” and “Don and Charlie.” 
Fischer explains, “We often work on projects that are multisemester and multiclass, so students gain 
the experience of moving from one team to another as the project progresses. The culmination is (the) 
Professional Studio class, but it’s not unusual for students to work on the same project in different 
capacities as it moves toward completion.”

Although students have their own laptops, they are encouraged to work in the school’s state-of-the-art 
labs, such as the Cintiq lab, where students are able to use interactive pen displays to draw directly 
on the surface of an LCD display. McCargar adds, “Our audio/video lab rivals a professional studio and 
features equipment and software that students couldn’t possibly afford.”

Fischer concludes, “Digital artists are in a continual state of learning new techniques, software and 
technical equipment. I’m proud that we have set so many of our students on their career path in this 
innovative field.”

ON THE COVER

Cover illustration of Professor Bill Fischer 
created by Lisa Dubois (‘11, Digital Media). 
After she graduates, Lisa wants to work in 
concept and production art for TV animation. 
Aside from drawing cartoons, she loves 
karaoke and hanging out with her cats, 
Niknak and Zoey. She can be reached at 
debois.lisa.m@gmail.com. See story Page 3.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

As a part of Ferris State University, 
Kendall College of Art and Design 
prepares its graduates for lives as
professional artists, designers,
educators, and leaders in the
world of work.

We do this by ...

Nurturing creative and intellectual 
excellence

Encouraging freedom of
expression

Promoting an awareness of
social responsibility

Honoring creativity in all forms

Fostering a dynamic learning
environment

Providing a solid base of
general education

Utilizing the professional skills,
knowledge, and expertise of
educators from the fields of fine
and applied arts

It is a delight for me to devote this column to the following announcement from President Eisler. 

“It is my pleasure to announce that Dr. David M. Rosen has accepted my offer to serve as the next 
president of Kendall College of Art and Design. Dr. Rosen will assume the presidency of Kendall in 
July. Dr. Rosen was the clear choice of Kendall’s faculty, staff and search committee and I very much 
look forward to his joining our leadership team. I am confident that President Rosen will continue 
the upward trajectory of Kendall College.

“Dr. Rosen earned his bachelor’s degree from Haverford College and both his master’s and doctorate 
from Johns Hopkins University. For the past nine years he has served as Senior Vice President and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs at Woodbury University, a private college in Burbank, Los Angeles, 
and San Diego that specializes in art, architecture, media, design, and business. Woodbury’s education 
has received regional and national recognition for its focus on innovation, creativity, and forward-
thinking leadership. 

“Before joining Woodbury University, David served for 23 years at the University of Maine—Machias. 
Beginning as a faculty member in English and drama, he was recognized with their Excellence in Teaching 
Award, earning a position as full tenured professor. At Machias he served 6 years as the Chair of Arts 
and Letters, 3 years as Vice President for Academic Affairs, and briefly as interim President.   

“His accomplishments at Woodbury University include co-authoring and coordinating various grants and 
awards including a five-year, $3.1 million Title V grant to develop new majors in film-making, game art 
and design, and media technology; a five-year, $2.8 million Promoting Post-baccalaureate Opportunities 
for Hispanic Americans grant to develop five new graduate programs in architecture; and a three-year, 
$600,000 HUD grant to develop an Arid Lands Institute that uses a transdisciplinary model to link 
environmental science and design to help solve problems of aridity in the West. He also helped secure 
the Ray Bradbury Center for Creativity, the sole university legacy site authorized by the acclaimed writer. 
Woodbury University successfully launched three new graduate programs in architecture in the past two 
years and a film-making program this fall. 

“Under his leadership, Woodbury University was recognized in Colleges of Distinction 2011 for its 
engaged students, great teaching, vibrant community, and successful outcomes, and was named best 
small master’s university in advancing Hispanic, low-income, and minority students by the National 
Education Trust. It was ranked 16th among 551 master’s universities in adding value to its students’ 
education by the Washington Monthly. The Interior Architecture program was ranked 10th in the nation 
and the School of Architecture was rated best in Los Angeles in 2010. Its undergraduate program was 
named the outstanding program for Hispanic students in 2008 and ranked fourth in class in retention 
and graduation according to a 2009 Gates Foundation study. As Academic Vice President, Dr. Rosen 
led successful efforts for initial National Association of Schools of Art Design accreditation in 2008, 
and candidacy for initial accreditation by the American Association of Colleges of Schools of Business. 
Additionally, he has directed various academic and small theater productions, including Art, The Fool, 
and King Lear, which starred James Gammon. He founded the Maine Youth Summer Theater Institute 
and the Burbank Youth Summer Theater Institute. His publications include The Changing Fictions of 
Masculinity (University of Illinois Press) and “The Volcano and the Cathedral” in Muscular Christianity: 
Embodying the Victorian Age, (Cambridge University Press). His most recent fiction, “Mirror Pond,” 
appeared in Portland Magazine. His one published rock song, “Valerie,” appeared on Greg Kihn’s album 
Rock Kihn Roll.”

Please join me in welcoming Dr. Rosen.

Oliver H. Evans, Ph.D., President/Vice Chancellor
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DIGITAL MEDIA CLASSES

The strength of the Kendall Digital Media 
program is its agile approach to the digital 
production of art and design, opening 
innovative possibilities that can include 
imaging, animation, sound and interactivity. 
Graduates are uniquely positioned to create 
cross-platform media for rich delivery systems 
such as games, television, film, retail 
merchandise, the Web and mobile devices.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects the 
employment growth for multimedia artists 
to be 26 percent from 2006 to 2016. The 
demand for multimedia artists and animators 
will increase due to consumers’ demand for 
realistic video games, 3-D animated movies, 
and movie and television special effects. 
Additional demand for multimedia artists 
is driven by Web site development and 
adaptation of computer graphics for mobile 
technologies.

To achieve their career goals in this unique 
and rapidly growing field, students in the 
Digital Media program can choose from five 
areas:

2-D Animation integrates core art and 
illustration skills with digital technologies. 
Students combine traditional drawing and 
painting with design media and digital 
imaging techniques to produce high-level 
animations for television, video, film, DVD 
and the Web.

3-D Animation teaches students to 
manipulate virtual light, space and highly 
believable objects to create animated shorts 
for television, video, film, DVD and the Web.

Digital Imaging students use traditional 
media of brush, pen, paint and graphite with 
advanced digital imaging and leading-edge 
software to produce works that are animated, 
interactive and printed.

Motion Graphics majors animate layered 
images and text with 2-D and 3-D animation 
software to create moving graphics essential 
to television, video, film, DVD and the Web.

Interactive Design students create works 
that integrate core graphic design skills with 
digital media technologies. They will be able 
to develop interactive CDs, DVDs, kiosks and 
Web sites.

Left to right: 
Professor Susan Bonner (right) 
in the Cintiq lab

Screen capture from Kendall’s 
digital wayfinding Web video

Professor Kasey McCargar (left) 
in the green screen studio
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COLLABORATIVE DESIGN: PHASE II
For two semesters, Gayle DeBruyn, Assistant Professor, Furniture and Design Studies, has taught 
the Collaborative Design class that has focused on working with the Grand Rapids Public Museum. 
In Fall 2011, DeBruyn was joined by Paul Amenta, Adjunct Instructor in Sculpture and Functional Art/
Design Studies. 

During the fall semester, the class delved into what might be “the highest and best use” of the Public 
Museum’s 54 Jefferson Street Building, which students affectionately refer to as “54 Jeff.”

Completed in 1940 as the headquarters of the Grand Rapids Public Museum, the WPA-era building is 
now part of the museum’s Community Archives and Research Center. Stored there are 250,000-plus 
artifacts, specimens and documents, most of which are hidden from public view when not on display 
at the downtown VanAndel Museum Center.

Although many longtime members of the faculty and museum and 
city staff members who advised the class have fond recollections 
of time spent in the building, the students were toddlers when the 
building closed in the early ’90s. But they quickly realized the special 
place that 54 Jefferson holds in the hearts of Grand Rapidians. Over 
the course of the project, students, too, came to love the building 
and the heritage it represents. Their goals: to realize a vision of a 
vibrant community space for the future and to create an environment 
where the assets of unique architecture, a wealth of artifacts and 
purposeful spaces combine to advance art and design thinking.

Students placed great importance on the building’s architecture in their design, highlighting key 
architectural and decorative elements while including a flexible infrastructure that can accommodate 
necessary technology and modern conveniences. Museum officials nodded in agreement when 
students proposed incorporating new skylights with existing glass block to let light flood the Grand 
Hall, but there were mock groans when removing the shag carpeting from the walls was proposed. 

The first-floor Mammal Hall is the perfect place for holding meetings or staging catering for events 
in the Grand Hall. Given the students’ high regard and respect for the history of the Mammal Hall, the 
majority of the structure, including the slanted display cases, wood trim, casings and WPA painting, 
would be left intact—with a twist. One display case would be used as a small seating/lounge area 
where the public would become part of the display.

The Artifact Galleries on the first floor would be kept as display space. Students proposed removing 
the center walls of the area to allow guests to see through the cases, allowing artifacts to be viewed 
from both the front and back. Students proposed that a west entrance—shown in architectural 
drawings but never constructed—be turned into a café with a demonstration kitchen. Students also 
recommended three rental galleries and/or studio space for the west side.

The second-floor exhibition area would be completely renovated, because the permanent exhibitions 
limit the artifacts displayed and ability to change exhibits. A transformable space with movable walls 
would create a place for people to collaborate and gather, as well as additional open storage venues 
for artifacts. Completing the second-floor design are three living/work/research spaces for visiting or 
guest curators or for those conducting extensive research into the museum archives/collections. 

Although “54 Jeff” is the students’ nickname for the building, they proposed branding for the 
space, choosing the name “Artifact” as an obvious nod to the building’s history as a museum and its 
connection to the permanent collection. The three-syllable word also speaks to the proposed use 
of the space as a place where art and science come together.

“The museum directors and I continue to be energized and impressed by the ideas of the Kendall 
students in this collaborative study project,” says Dale A. Robertson, Museum President and CEO.

“When asked to create a design for the ‘highest and best use of our 54 Jefferson Building,’ they 
came through with creative and thoughtful ideas and designs. We look forward to working together 
toward the revitalization of this building and increased public access to the archives as an enriching 
experience for generations to come.”

WHERE ARE THESE DIGITAL MEDIA ALUMNI NOW?
Brittany Zeller-Holland (’06, Digital Imaging) is currently employed at Colorbök, a product design 
company specializing in craft-related products including scrapbooking and papercrafting supplies, kids’ 
craft kits, and stationery. She has designed large scrapbooking product programs for retailers such as 
Jo-Ann Fabrics, Michaels, Wal-Mart, Target and various other craft retailers. Currently she is working 
on products in a new market for the company: jewelry-making supplies, partnering with licensor 
Seventeen magazine, to create a line of jewelry kits for teens, available on Amazon.com and 
in select Target stores. 

“The Digital Media program allowed me to merge my desire to illustrate with traditional mediums, 
as well as meet the digital needs of the product design field. I’m comfortable in multiple social media 
interfaces from a corporate perspective, have dabbled in Web design and Flash animation, and am 
not intimidated to jump in and assist in developing marketing tools that involve new technology. The 
Digital Media program established the basis for this knowledge and encouraged me to build upon it 
without hesitation.”

Jessica Bradham (’11, 2-D Animation) works full time as a Technical Media Production Specialist at 
School Zone Publishing, a producer of children’s educational materials such as workbooks, flashcards 
and software. “I work mostly on fixing glitches in the programming. If part of an image is cut off, or if 
the sound [and] video aren’t working correctly, I fix those too.” 

Bradham works on the Golden Scholar Club games, scanning art, compositing images, designing the 
games, and creating buttons and adding them into the game in Unity. Bradham also freelances with 
Powerpets.com and PetAdoptWorld.com, creators of family-friendly educational children’s games 
that help raise awareness about animals and raise money for animal shelters. She is also co-owner of 
Luraverse.com, a teen-targeted sci-fi/fantasy Web-based game currently in development. 

“I gained great networking skills when I was enrolled in the Digital Media program. And thanks to the 
networking opportunities I had, I was able to learn of the opening at School Zone from a fellow Digital 
Media grad who gave me a great recommendation. In fact, I had a great interview and managed to be 
the first and last person they interviewed for my position.”

Stephen Heneveld (’06, 2-D Animation) currently works at Nickelodeon Animation Studios in Burbank, 
Calif., as a Storyboard Revisionist on The Penguins of Madagascar.

Heneveld explains, “I create and revise storyboards. After a storyboard artist takes the script and 
makes the initial set of storyboards, I will meet with the director/supervising director for that episode 
and get notes for changes—from simple character-size changes to creating completely new scenes 
from rewrites and/or revisions. 

“The Digital Media program initiated me into the world I work in every day. Technology has become very 
important in the animation industry, and without the knowledge and skills I learned at Kendall, 
the learning curve of this technology would have been out of reach. Artistic skill will always be the 
most important factor, but the ability to work digitally has become the standard.”

Diana Frurip (’09, Motion Graphics) is working at R/GA (www.rga.com), one of the oldest digital 
agencies in New York. It’s also one of the biggest, employing around 900 people. 

Diana is a Visual Designer on the Verizon account. “I am not really allowed to talk in detail about what 
I do, but basically I specialize in mobile application design for the Verizon Wireless group. I work on 
application design and icon design.

“The Digital Media program helped my career by making digital media seem accessible. A lot of 
designers today are still afraid of what being ‘digital’ or ‘interactive’ means. Thanks to Kendall’s 
program, I am very comfortable learning new technologies and talking to developers. I don’t do any 
coding or developing, but I can hold my own in a conversation about it.”

Left to right:
Professor Adam DeKraker
(center) with students from China 

Photography majors Andrea Horn and 
Caitlin Long view work at the Blandford 
exhibition reception.
 
Paul Amenta, Gayle DeBruyn and 
Collaborative Design students become 
part of a permanent exhibition.

Proposed redesign for the Artifact Galleries

SHANGHAI NORMAL 
SCHOOL VISITS 
THE PHOTOGRAPHy 
PROGRAM 

For the second year, a collaborative 
photography workshop was led by Adam 
D. DeKraker, Associate Professor of 
Photography/Program Chairperson. 
In attendance were 12 students in KCPH 
430 Photography Thesis I and several 
students from China touring the school. 

Kendall students taught the students from 
China the basics of using a black-and-white 
darkroom and how to create photograms 
(images made without a camera, using only 
light-sensitive photographic paper).

Kendall’s International Student Advisor 
Jane Zhang and other faculty from Shanghai 
also participated in the three-hour event. 
Even though the language difference 
initially created a small communication 
barrier, by the end of the workshop the 
Shanghai and Kendall students were openly 
discussing their collaborative creations with 
smiles on their faces.

THE BLANDFORD 
EXPERIENCE

Twenty photography seniors enrolled in 
Adam DeKraker’s Professional Photographic 
Practices class participated in a two-week 
project with Blandford Elementary School. 

Each Kendall student teamed up with 
several of the 64 sixth-grade Blandford 
students who participated. Kendall students 
developed lesson plans related to teaching 
basic photography skills such as digital 
camera operation, exposure, focus, etc., 
to the sixth-grade students. Training was 
held outdoors at the Blandford School, as 
college and middle school students spent 
six hours over the course of a week shooting 
and editing images. The groups also wrote 
a short artist statement for each image, 
explaining why both the teacher and student 
found the image interesting. 

Once the project was completed, Kendall 
photography students printed one image 
from each Blandford student, matted it 
and installed it on the third floor of Kendall 
for a one-night exhibition/reception that 
nearly 400 people attended. The sixth-
grade students and their parents and 
relatives were able to meet their Kendall 
“photography teachers.”

The project certainly met its goal: to expose 
college seniors to the experience of teaching 
younger children about the art form they 
have passionately pursued over their four 
years of educational training. After working 
with younger students in the field, many 
of the seniors realized they have a strong 
interest in education.

DIGITAL MEDIA CAREERS 
CLOSE TO HOME

Some Digital Media alumni choose to head 
to the Big Apple or the West Coast to launch 
their careers. But others choose to stay 
closer to home — and an extraordinary 
number have found successful careers at 
interactive advertising agency Biggs|Gilmore 
in Kalamazoo.

When Gail Southworth, a 2010 Digital Media 
and Illustration graduate, was asked how 
many of her fellow Kendall classmates were 
working at Biggs|Gilmore, she exclaimed, 

“Oh goodness, I know just in the Creative 
department there are at least 10 of us!”

Founded in 1973, Biggs|Gilmore is a 
nationally recognized digital advertising 
agency that attracts talent from all over 
the country to its Kalamazoo and Chicago 
offices. Named Top Agency in the 2011 
WebAwards; Top Agency in the 2009, 2010 
and 2011 Internet Advertising Competition; 
and an Ad Age Agency of the Year in 2010, 
Biggs|Gilmore specializes in integrated 
branding, advertising and e-business 
solutions for clients such as Heinz, Kellogg 
and Kimberly-Clark.  

Southworth considered leaving Michigan 
but changed her mind. “My internship 
with Biggs|Gilmore was my second senior 
internship. Professor Bill Fischer helped 
me get my foot in the door for an internship 
by helping me get an interview with Doug 
Burger, the head of the Studio department. 
It was great, because I had the chance to 
work with a great agency just 45 minutes 
from Grand Rapids. Four months after 
graduation, I landed a full-time job.”

Southworth’s internship was as a studio 
artist, which involved creating concepts 
and sketching. “They were originally going 
to make me a studio artist because of my 
Illustration background, but they put me in 
the Interactive area instead. It’s interesting, 
because I only enrolled in Digital Media as a 
fallback to a career in Illustration, but when 
I got into the program, Professor Bill Fischer 
allowed me to pursue my passion, which 
gave me the opportunity to flourish.”

Southworth works on several accounts, 
including Crunchy Nut, All-Bran and Raisin 
Bran cereals, and Cottonelle bathroom tissue. 

“There have been some very strange things 
I’ve done,” Southworth says with a laugh. 

“I was working on a campaign for Cottonelle 
called “Where the Sun Don’t Shine,” and we 
had to do a lot of crazy photo manipulation, 
like filling a vending machine with rolls of 
toilet paper and creating an outfit for a 
woman, using the same pattern as the toilet 
paper covers the company was giving away.”

When asked where she hopes her career will 
take her, Southworth smiles and says, “I’m 
pretty happy where I am now, but when I 
imagine what I’ll be doing in 10 years, I’d like 
to be a studio artist, art director or designer 

— but still working here.” Who knows? 
Perhaps Southworth will soon supervise the 
next crop of  Kendall Digital Media interns.

As homage to the space, the new design 
included the piece of carpeting with the 
quotation from t.s. eliot that was carved 
into it for the “Michigan: Land of Riches” 
exhibition:

Time present and time past
Are both perhaps present in time future,
And time future contained in time past.

This installation won a local American 
Advertising Federation ADDY award.

This page: 
Examples of Digital Media program 
students’ work in digital imaging, 2-D 
and 3-D animation, and motion graphics
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ART EDUCATION STUDENTS MAKE 
GRAND RAPIDS A BETTER PLACE
Kendall students are always busy with classroom assignments, studio projects and internships. 
But students in Art Education go above and beyond as they prepare for their teaching careers.

“We would not have been able to experience the growth, especially in school programs, without the 
help of Kendall’s Art Education program,” says Grand Rapids Art Museum Education Director Jon 
Carfagno. “The relationship between GRAM and Art Education accelerated in 2009, when program 
Chair Cindy Todd and I met at a meeting of the Michigan Art Education Association. Since then, the Art 
Education program has been a boost to what we do and how we do it.”

Since the inception of ArtPrize, GRAM has collaborated with Assistant Professor Donna St. John’s 
students to create ArtCation Days as part of an ArtPrize lesson plan. Over the course of two days, 700 
students from across the state visited the GRAM Education Center to hear from the artists about their 
entries and work together to create original works of art.

Probably the most successful joint venture has been “Language Artists Creature Connections.” 
Funded by the National Endowment for the Arts, Farmers Insurance and private funders, “Creature 
Connections” has reached into every elementary school in the Grand Rapids Public Schools. “Cindy 
Todd worked for a year on the curriculum prior to its launch, and she continues to collaborate with us 
as the program is now in its second year,” says Carfagno. “It has transformed the relationship between 
GRAM and GRPS, and we’re planning to take the program into parochial schools soon.”

Student interns also help GRAM execute its programs, teaching Saturday family workshops and 
weekday school lessons. “Students are passionate gallery guides and leaders in our interactive studio 
spaces,” says Carfagno. And interns have benefited in return. Christopher Bruce (’10, Art Education,  
and Michigan Art Education Association award winner and scholarship recipient) was an unpaid intern 
working for class credit. “After his internship, we kept him on for the summer as a camp instructor. 
He went on to do his student teaching, which included an internship in the ‘Creature Connections’ 
program. He then became a paid consultant on the program, and eventually we hired him as Schools 
Programs Coordinator.”

Carfagno concludes, “Our collaboration has allowed GRAM to create new programming and expand the 
depth of existing programs. I can’t speak highly enough of students and faculty.”

The Art Education program has been very busy connecting with the local community through service 
learning opportunities as well. Students were asked to make original works of art to adorn the sparse 
living spaces at DéGagé Ministries, a nonprofit organization that provides food and lodging for the 
homeless in Grand Rapids. Students Brittany Boverhof, Noa Kritzer, Greta Lundt, Elizabeth Parmalee, 
Allison Riggs, Gavin Schmidt and Susie Stewart toured the facility and pitched their ideas to a panel of 
four Dégagé representatives. Artwork was hung in early December, providing a much warmer, inviting 
environment for Dégagé’s patrons.

Art Education students also volunteered with Downtown Books & Cookies, a nonprofit group promoting 
elementary school literacy, wellness and urbanization. At Kendall in November, four prominent community 
leaders read their favorite picture books while children munched on delicious vegan cookies from 
Wednesday Evening Cookies. Students Sarah Parr, Tari Koziatek, Brittany Boverhof, Sheri Heffron and 
Gabrielle Mulder capped off the event with a crowd-pleaser when they facilitated an art activity for the 
children based on the stories that were read. 

DESIGN EDUCATOR: OLIVER EVANS
Oliver Evans, President of Kendall College of Art and Design, spoke recently with MiBiz magazine about 
upgrading design education. 

The design profession seems to be expanding from form and function, materials, and manufacturing 
to finding ways that anything and everything can work better. How does Kendall College of Art and 
Design prepare students for a calling that large? 
There is a movement away from highly specialized preparation in one area of design. The expectation 
in the profession is that people will work in collaboration across multiple areas of design. We still want 
students to specialize in one area, yet we also want to provide students with a broader, richer, more 
meaningful experience that touches on many design disciplines.

Has the shift in philosophy led to program changes? 
Yes. This fall, we offered classes in a new program, a BFA in Collaborative Design, that was created by 
our faculty together with John Berry of Design West Michigan, a forum for designers.

How does the new program enhance what Kendall was already offering? 
It focuses on Design Thinking as an important and often overlooked element of how people approach 
problem-solving. Design is not so narrowly focused as making something pretty. It’s about asking 
fundamental questions about how users interact with a design. What are the real problems that need 
to be solved? How do you innovate to arrive at creative solutions? Classes in Collaborative Design were 
oversubscribed, which is a good initial reaction.

Why is cross-discipline collaboration so important? 
It’s what’s expected in the professional world. Training across disciplines is also very important in an 
economy such as ours. It’s an education that allows you to move across a variety of disciplines. When 
a student is more narrowly trained, he runs the risk that the area he’s preparing for isn’t going to be in 
demand or isn’t going to be relevant.

Does this mean that design as a craft is any less important? 
Craft—the actual creation of potential solutions—is just as important as before. Design brings to the 
table the creation of the rapid prototype. Develop a model fast enough to test it, modify it and find the 
very best solution.

What’s Kendall’s goal? 
To continue to produce designers contributing in automotive, residential and other design fields. We 
strive to provide a very current education so graduates can go right to work. We also hope our alumni 
will have the vision to create what’s next in design.

What is the biggest challenge in design education now? 
To anticipate what demands the professional world is placing on designers and provide it in the four 
years it takes to get a degree.

Why is design important? 
The significance of design lies in its ability to understand the interaction of human beings with the 
world around them. It’s a very high calling when understood in the context of the impact that design 
can have on the way people live. More than ever, design is being perceived as an economic engine. 
Design West Michigan, Kendall and Ferris are working with the Upjohn Institute to study the economic 
significance of design to an area’s economy.

Will West Michigan need more designers in the future? 
Yes, because the future of West Michigan is going to depend on innovative companies and innovative 
products. And designers are key to innovation.

© 2011 “MIBIZ.” Print subscriptions are free to qualified individuals who are employed in West and Southwest Michigan. 
For further information about MiBiz, visit www.mibiz.com.
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Far left: 
Dr. Oliver H. Evans

Left, top: 
Allison Riggs and Gabrielle Mulder 
at an MAEA workshop

Left, bottom: 
(Left to right) Brittany Boverhof, 
Susie Stewart, Noa Kritzer, Sheri 
Heffron and Whitney Williams 
at the MAEA conference.

Left to right:
Cover of Deborah Rockman’s book, 
Drawing Essentials: A Guide to Drawing 
from Observation

Sarah Parr painting with children at 
“Books & Cookies”

Dr. Cindy Todd reads to children at 
“Downtown Books & Cookies.”

FACULTy NOTES

Site:Lab + U of M School of Art & Design 
was awarded the first ArtPrize Venue Award. 
Located at the very center of Grand Rapids, 
the corner of Division and Fulton, the venue 
at 2 East Fulton has been vacant since 1998. 
Paul Amenta is Site:Lab Exhibition Director.

Adam D. DeKraker was promoted to 
Associate Professor of Photography and 
awarded tenure in the Fall 2011 semester, 
as well as approved for a sabbatical leave 
during the Spring 2013 semester. DeKraker 
is also the newly elected Chairperson of the 
Photography program. Photography faculty 
members for the 2011-2012 academic year 
are Lawrence Getubig (MFA, School of the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Mass.) and 
John Shaw (MFA, Kendall College of Art and 
Design). Photography also welcomes new 
adjunct faculty, all of whom are graduate 
candidates in the MFA Photography 
program: Ashlee Lambart, Patrick Kinne 
and Nicole Turner.

Tanya Eby, Assistant Professor of General 
Education, presented seminars on Branding 
and Writing Query Letters at the Grand 
Rapids Region Writers Conference on Oct. 
15. She also received a glowing review from 
AudioFile magazine for her narration of The 
Silent Girl by New York Times best-selling 
author Tess Gerritsen.

Darlene Kaczmarczyk, Professor of 
Photography, completed two artist-in-
residency programs during her sabbatical 
leave in the Fall 2011 semester.  

Drawing Professor Deborah Rockman has 
completed her second edition of Drawing 
Essentials: A Guide to Drawing from 
Observation. Written for introductory 
studio art courses in drawing, Rockman’s 
book explains clearly and in depth the 
essentials of depicting form and space 
on a two-dimensional surface, focusing 
on the cultivation of observational skills, 
increased sensitivity, critical thinking, 
technical refinement and knowledge of 
materials. Rockman, who’s currently on a 
one-year sabbatical leave, also completed 
a one-month residency at Ragdale, where 
she worked on new pieces that incorporate 
colored-pencil drawing and digital drawing.

Art Education Professor Donna St. John 
was the keynote speaker for Spring Lake 
Public Schools’ Professional Development 
Day. The presentation topic was “Universal 
Design for Learning, Honor for All Learners 
in the Classroom.”

Art Education Professor Dr. Cindy Todd was 
invited to keynote the annual conference 
of the Art Educators of Minnesota. She 
presented “Art: Today’s Brain Food” and 
offered a breakout session on how to apply 
this in the K-12 classroom. She has also 
been invited to Missouri to keynote the Art 
Education Association conference in March. 

Diane Zeeuw, Professor of Painting and 
Graduate Art Theory, had an exhibition at 
University Liggett’s Manoogian Arts Wing 
in Grosse Pointe, Mich. 

ART EDUCATORS 
PRESENT

Professor Donna St. John led a Professional 
Development Day for Berkley, Mich., school 
district K-12 art teachers. She, Adjunct 
Instructor Kristen Morrison and Dr. Cindy 
Todd addressed ways to use ArtPrize in 
the classroom, using a resource packet 
created by St. John and curated by Assistant 
Professor, Drawing and Printmaking Gypsy 
Schindler; Assistant Professor, Painting 
and Fine Arts Tom Post; Assistant Professor, 
Art History Eric Anderson; and Adjunct 
Instructor Morrison. 

Seven Art Education students received 
scholarships to attend the Michigan Art 
Education Association conference in 
November, and another five were partially 
sponsored by the Kendall Art Education 
Student Association. St. John presented 

“The Origins of Passion and the Neuroscience 
of the Brain,” “How to Design an All-Inclusive 
K-12 Art Show” and “Beyond Warhol: Using 
ArtPrize as an Educational Springboard,” 
with Morrison.

Art Education students Sheri Heffron, 
Noa Kritzer, Whitney Williams and Brittany 
Boverhof presented a session titled 

“ArtPrize.” Heffron also presented “Why Wait: 
Engage Your Teaching Passion Now,” and 
Kritzer presented “Pow, Bam, Zap,” a lecture 
on animation.

KENDALL HOSTS 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO DAy

“The most important art school prep event 
in the country was held at Kendall College 
of Art and Design on October 15, 2011 and 
we ‘crushed it,’” says Kris Jones, Kendall 
Admissions Officer and MFA alum. 

The National Portfolio Association organizes 
dozens of regional opportunities for students 
interested in a critique of their artwork by 
evaluators representing 50 of the top art 
school programs in the country, for art school 
application. 

“It is an amazing honor and effort to host the 
National Portfolio Day event at Kendall and 
is truly a group effort,” says Jones. “Without 
the diligent focus and planning of Admissions 
Director Sandy Britton, our outstanding 
graphic designers, Admissions team, the 
facilities folks, Shana Curtis and the 30 
faculty and staff members who volunteered 
their Saturday to facilitate the event, this 
event would not have happened.” 

“Kendall has so much to be proud of, and 
the National Portfolio Day event allows us 
to display it loud and clear. And based on 
the 394 attendees who participated in 222 
portfolio reviews conducted by Kendall 
evaluators, I’d say the students agree,” 
says Jones. 
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2012 STUDENT ADDy AWARDS 
Kendall students brought home the “hardware” at the annual American Advertising Federation West 
Michigan Chapter’s Student ADDy Awards. The ADDYs recognize student creative excellence in 12 
categories, from logo design and animation to packaging and posters. This year’s judges were Yang 
Kim, Creative Director, People Design; Mike Shurr, Art Director, Hanon-McKendry; Tom Crimp, Creative 
Director, Auxiliary Advertising; Rob Jackson, Creative Director, Extra Credit Projects; and John Cymbal, 
Chief Creative Officer, Driven.

Students collected seven Gold ADDYs and nine Silver ADDYs. Gold winners will advance to the District 
competition, to compete against college students from Illinois and Indiana.

BROCHURE
Gold ADDy
Jessie Campbell, Senior
PSST Publication: 
Kitchen Secrets, Tips & Tricks
Instructor: John Koziatek

POSTER
Silver ADDy
Marc Scaturro, Senior
My Organized Chaos: 
One Designer’s Process
Instructor: Joan Sechrist

EDITORIAL DESIGN, SERIES
Gold ADDy
Andy Peninger, Senior
Publication: Escape
Instructor: Karen Johnson-
Greiner

Silver ADDy
Taylor J. Shupe, Senior
If These Wheels Could Talk
Instructor: Karen Johnson-
Greiner

OUT-OF-HOME
Silver ADDy
Jesi Hook, Junior
Locks of Love:
Elevator Vinyl Installation
Instructor: Joan Sechrist

Silver ADDy
Travis Martin, Senior
Why We Watch
Instructor: Angela Dow 

SINGLE CONSUMER/
TRADE MAGAZINE 
Gold ADDy
Andy Peninger, Senior
ChapStick All-Naturals 
Advertisement
Instructor: Angela Dow

MAGAZINE CAMPAIGN 
Gold ADDy
Jessie Campbell, Senior
Laugh It Off Campaign, 
Hand Illustrations, 
How Laughter Affects 
Your Health
Instructor: Angela Dow

Silver ADDy
Jen Cooper, Senior 
Yankee Candle Holiday Scents
Instructor: Joan Sechrist

Silver ADDy
Lydia VanHoven, Senior
Short’s Brewing Company 
Print Campaign
Instructors: Angela Dow & 
Joan Sechrist

Silver ADDy
Zachary Hill, Senior
Fire Bug
Instructor: Joan Sechrist

TELEVISION, CAMPAIGN
Gold ADDy and 
Judges’ Choice 
Evan Ames, Senior
Cure Parkinson’s: 
Michael J. Fox Foundation
Instructor: Joan Sechrist

MIXED-MEDIA CAMPAIGN
Gold ADDy and 
Student Best of Show
Anna Geurink, Senior
Teen Section Brand Identity 
for Kent District Library
Instructor: Angela Dow

Silver ADDy
Marc Scaturro, Senior
(Re)Move: A Brief Moment for 
Grace, Book and Advertising
Instructor: Joan Sechrist

LOGO
Silver ADDy
Jackie McCloughan, Senior
’Stache Bash Logo
Instructor: Jason Alger

ANIMATION
Gold ADDy
Bryan Smith, Senior
The Fly: Title Redesign
Instructor: Bill Fischer

STUDENT NOTES
CERAMICS
The Kendall Clay Collective has recently 
begun construction of a new Web site: 
http://kcadclaycollective.com. The Web 
site will highlight the work, workshops and 
visiting artists that the Clay Collective is 
involved with as well as the sale of pottery 
to support future programming.

DRAWING
A graphite pencil drawing, “Squirt,” by 
freshman Isaac D. Smith has won the 2011 
graduate of Bowling Green High School two 
scholarships: a 2011 Krylon® Clear Choice 
Scholarship and a scholarship from the National 
Art Materials Trade Association Foundation. 

FURNITURE DESIGN
In celebration of its 100th anniversary, Hickory 
Chair offered the biggest design challenge in 
its history, challenging participants to submit 
their own interpretation of one of its well-loved 
pieces or submit their own design. Furniture 
Design senior Jacob Court won the Design 
Challenge in the Student Category. Sophomore 
Lane Risdon and senior Christopher Eitel, also 
in the Furniture Design program, were two of the 
eight student finalists. The announcement was 
made at the High Point Market in High Point, 
N.C. In addition to the $10,000 scholarship, 
Court will be offered a one-semester internship 
opportunity with Hickory’s renowned design 
team in Hickory, N.C.

ILLUSTRATION
Senior Illustration major Taylor Mazer was 
recently awarded the Vi Fogle Uretz Award 
for his pen-and-ink drawing at Chicago’s 57th 
Street Art Fair, the oldest juried art fair in the 
Midwest. He is currently showing work in 
Byrneboehm Gallery in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
and continues to show his work at art fairs.

INTERIOR DESIGN
A team of Kendall students were among the 
seven finalists for the 2011 Nurture’s Collegiate 
Healthcare Design Competition. For this 
conceptual design competition, students were 
challenged with a theme of “waiting.” They 
researched the current challenges within the 
selected healthcare environment, determined 
opportunities for improvement, shared their 
thought processes, and prepared presentations 
demonstrating unique ways to improve the 
environment and/or processes within.
Designing a space for the Michigan Avenue 
Oncology Center were students Amanda 
Bender, Lauren Hughes, Kristi Ortman, Holli 
McPherson and Liz Lory.

MFA
Kendall graduate students presented their work 
at the 2011 MFA Juried Exhibition at DeVos 
Place, 303 Monroe Ave. NW, in downtown Grand 
Rapids. Juried by Professor Margaret Vega, 
the exhibition showcased work from current 
MFA candidates and recent MFA graduates. 
Salvador Jimenez Flores, Miranda Graham, 
Lance Moon, Lydia Larson, Grace Scott, Steven 
Vinson, Alicia Wierschke, Megan Klco, Aneka 
Ingold, Linda Manguiat-Herzog, Heather Duffy, 
Beth Park, Sarah Knill, Hallie Dahlhofer, Nick 
Reszetar, Casey Snyder, Elizabeth Hubler and 
Dana Toader presented a diverse body of work 
in Drawing, Painting and Printmaking. 

MFA Drawing student Lance Moon took first 
place in Manifest Gallery’s 6th International 
Drawing Annual. Manifest received 1,308 
submissions from 490 artists. Lance’s work 
will be featured in the award-winning full-color 
catalog that is produced in conjunction with 
each year’s competition.

Left:
Drawing by MFA student Lance Moon, 
Child with Bull, detail

STUDENT NEWS
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Below, top to bottom:
Anna Geurink
Mixed-Media Campaign
Kent District Library 
Teen Section

Evan Ames
Television, Campaign
Michael J. Fox Foundation 

Jesi Hook
Out-of-Home
Locks of Love

Below, top to bottom:
Jackie McCloughan 
Logo
‘Stache Bash

Marc Scatturo
Mixed-Media Campaign
(Re)Move: A Brief Moment 
for Grace

Taylor Shupe
Editorial Design, Series
If These Wheels Could Talk

Below, top to bottom:
Jessie Campbell
Brochure
PSST: Kitchen Secrets, 
Tips & Tricks

Travis Martin
Out-of-Home
Why We Watch

Lydia VanHoven
Magazine Ad Campaign
Short’s Brewing Company

Jessie Campbell
Magazine Ad Campaign
Laugh It Off

Below, top to bottom:
Andy Peninger
Single Consumer Magazine Ad
ChapStick All-Naturals 

Jen Cooper
Magazine Ad Campaign
Yankee Candle 

Below, top to bottom:
Andy Peninger
Editorial Design, Series
Escape

Marc Scatturo
Poster
My Organized Chaos

Zachary Hill
Magazine Ad Campaign
Fire Bug

Bryan Smith
Animation
The Fly Title Redesign
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CAREER SERVICES: ONLINE ASSISTANCE, 24/7
Has your career stalled? Are you looking for fresh opportunities, new challenges or a change of 
scenery? The Office of Career and Professional Development is online to help! Begin by clicking 

“Alumni” on the Kendall Web site, kcad.edu. Then click “Career Link” and register. Once you receive 
confirmation, you can access these valuable tools:

Resource Library
Visit the multimedia Resource Library to view documents, images, YouTube videos, presentations and 
other resources posted by the Kendall Career Office. Just click on the Resource Library “quick link” from 
the home page and find resume samples and articles and tips on job search strategies, networking, 
interviewing, branding and more.

Job Search Tools
All the tools you need for a successful job hunt are on the site. Browse hundreds of local and nationwide 
opportunities from reputable employers. Create custom Job Search Agents so you’ll be notified each 
time a new job that meets your interests is posted. Apply to postings in minutes, utilizing your stored 
resumes, cover letters and additional documents, and view your application history at any time.

Extended Job Search
Find more than 6 million additional employment opportunities through the NACElink Extended Job 
Search. Powered by the Direct Employers Association, a partner in the NACElink Network, the Extended 
Job Search offers entry-level and alumni-oriented openings posted by many Fortune 500 companies and 
high-profile employers. The Extended Job Search is an invaluable tool that aggregates job postings from 
major employer Web sites and other reputable job boards, including results from Google, Indeed and 
Simply Hired. Search for postings by location, job function, experience required and more.

Career Events
The Kendall Office of Career and Professional Development offers many events throughout the year, 
from Career Days, professional seminars and Lunch Bites to mini-workshops on the various employment 
skills needed to stay ahead of the competition. You can find a list of upcoming events by clicking on the 
Kendall Career Events tab. Simply log in to view and RSVP for upcoming workshops!

Employer Profiles
Research and build relationships with employers, using our Enhanced Employer Profiles. Browse 
hundreds of multimedia employer profiles and easily locate the organizations that suit you. Get a true 
feel for the company’s culture and mission by viewing the employer’s videos and photo gallery, key 
stats, corporate overview, and more. View the organization’s latest tweets, or link right to its Facebook, 
LinkedIn or Twitter page!

As if those weren’t enough, Kendall offers these online career tools:

Interview Stream
Videotape your practice interview right from your laptop and e-mail to faculty, career services, mentors 
and friends to get feedback. It’s a fun way to practice your interview skills. 
https://kcad.interviewstream.com

Careershift
An integrated employment research tool. Search, select and save job listings from all job boards and 
all company job postings. Get up-to-date contact information, including e-mail addresses of millions of 
companies.  Access in-depth information about contacts and companies posting jobs. 
http://kendall.careershift.com.

uscareerwebinars.com 
This site features live employment skills webinars. Students and alumni can view and participate in the 
seminars with topics that include resumes, interviewing, cover letters, job search, networking and more. 
Workshops are scheduled at various times throughout the day. Alumni access codes are located on 
individuals’ CareerLink home pages. 

To learn more, contact Director Christine Brown, kcadcareerservices@ferris.edu, or call her at (616) 451-
2787, ext. 1157.

KENDALL ALUMNI IN THE BIG APPLE 
AND THE WINDy CITy
We know our alumni are all over the world, and I wish we could hold “News & Schmooze” events for 
everyone. But that is not to be, so I will share with you a recap of our last two events. You can imagine 
my excitement when I was told we were invited by George Beylerian of Material ConneXion to hold the 
November News & Schmooze event in the company’s Madison Avenue showroom in New York City. 
What a rare opportunity! 

Two Kendall alumnae work in the Material ConneXion libraries. Lauren Mitus, a graduate of the Interior 
Design program, started as an intern and worked her way into a staff position where she keeps all the 
materials organized and refreshed in showrooms in all parts of the world. Elizabeth Peterson, another 
Interior Design alum, is a Library Assistant at Material ConneXion. Both of these designers are truly 
inspired by their NYC surroundings and like that their positions are a creative extension of the typical 
path for interior designers. 

Alumni and special guest Susan Szenasy, editor-in-chief of Metropolis magazine, filled the space with 
lively conversations, and Kendall President, Dr. Evans delivered a report on current Kendall facilities, 
faculty and functions. As we closed the event, George Beylerian gave a terrific tribute to Dr. Evans, 
saying, “There are few people who have as distinctive a way of leading quietly.” It was a heartfelt 
moment for all of us, and a compliment that I’m sure Dr. Evans will never forget. 

Although we were enjoying a mild winter in the Midwest, we chose Jan. 12, the day of Chicago’s first 
significant snowfall, for our Chicago gathering, held in the Kimball Office showroom and hosted by 
Kendall friend Georgy Olivieri, the Director of Architecture and Design Strategies. The showroom 
is close to the Merchandise Mart, where Kendall holds its annual immersive class at NeoCon. Four 
intrepid alumni, Dana Schmidt, part owner and Manager of Black Cloud Gallery; Industrial Designer/
Account Director at IA Collaborative Jeff Gershune; and Steelcase interior designers Meg Bennett O’Neil 
and Sara Timm (both are from Grand Rapids but were attending a seminar Friday morning), braved the 
weather and were treated to delicious hors d’oeuvres and great company.

As I mentioned earlier, Kendall cannot hold these events everywhere, so we’re introducing a program 
called Kendall Alumni in “Place.” The idea is simple: Alumni near or in cities where a large number of 
alumni live or work will be the local advocates for alumni news and connection. The “Place” portion 
of the name will be filled in by the name of the city where the group exists. For example, we already 
have named Diana Frurip as the alumni advocate for Kendall Alumni in NYC, and we have another 
advocate for the chapter Kendall Alumni in High Point as well. We are actively seeking volunteers for 
representation in Chicago, San Francisco, Portland and other design-centric cities. Interested? Drop me 
a line at kcadalumni@ferris.edu.

Peter Jacob
Director of Alumni Relations

Left to right:
Peter Jacob, Director of Alumni Relations

Material ConneXion offices and library

Left to right:  
Wearing protective clothing, 
students separate trash.

Bagged trash retrieved from 
Kendall’s Dumpsters

Mount Trashmore

ALUMNI NEWS

MFA graduate Ben Harrison (’08, MFA 
Photography) photographed the wedding 
of actress Amy Smart and HGTV handyman 
Carter Oosterhouse. The photographs were 
featured in the magazine Us Weekly. 

Adjunct Professor James Barber (’07, Digital 
Media) met a team of extremely passionate 
skiers looking for some design help for a 
small Grand Rapids ski and snowboard 
startup. Barber has since partnered and 
built a company called Epic Planks (www.
epicplanks.com). Epic Planks are sold in 
Grand Rapids and have been featured in films 
in Canada, Alaska and the continental U.S. 

Progressive AE hired Todd D. Emeott (’07, 
Interior Design) as an Interior Designer. 

The work of New York-based artist Alina 
Poroshina (’05, Fine Arts Painting; ’07, 
MFA Fine Arts Painting) is featured on 
Kiptonart.com. 

An exhibition of paintings, “Synergy: An 
Interplay of Females and Flora,” by Emily 
Gilbertson (’06, MFA Painting) was displayed 
at the Luther College Center for Faith and Life. 

Ron Maxwell (’05, Illustration) was one of 
the comic creators appearing at the Detroit 
Fanfair Comic Book Convention. His current 
projects include The Journal of Maxwell 
Fogelsonger, The Book of Spirits Coloring 
Book, The Zombie Coloring Book, The Vampire 
Coloring Book and The Legends of Akara. He is 
co-owner of Red Anvil Books. 

Joshua Hishey (’04, Industrial Design) and 
his wife, Richa, have established a social 
enterprise to empower native artisans in 
northern India. Their focus has been bamboo 
and metal furniture in their region. They will 
be adding copperware, paintings and hand-
loomed textiles. 

Sara M. Molina (’03, Interior Design) has 
been hired as a Senior Interior Designer at 
Progressive AE in Grand Rapids.

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of Marvel 
Comics, Dearborn’s Green Brain Comics 
organized a team of artists to redraw the 
entire first issue of the Fantastic Four comic 
for display in the store’s Headspace Gallery. 
Justin Rose (’99, Illustration) is a contributor 
to the gallery. Rose, a lifelong comic book fan, 
is the Design Director for Detroit publication 
Metro Times. 

Baabaazuzu, a Lake Leelanau-based 
boutique that has gained national attention 
for its wearable art and accessories, has 
been “upcycling” vintage wool sweaters 
for almost 20 years. The company’s founder, 
Sue Lee Burns (’83, BFA), recently announced 
a partnership with Goodwill’s Paperworks 
Studio to produce a line of double-recycled 
wool stationery, “Cardigan Cards.” 

IN MEMORIAM
Jack VanderMolen
A nationally known furniture designer, 
VanderMolen created the midcentury modern 
furniture line “Americana Casual” for the 
Jamestown Lounge Company in the mid-
1950s. In 1959, he won the House Beautiful 
magazine Best Chair of the Year award. 
He also worked with DuPont in initiating the 
use of polyester fiber, now used profusely 
in upholstered furniture. 

TRASH TALK

Nov. 15 was America Recycles Day, and 
Librarian Diane Dustin, Art History Assistant 
Professor Karen Carter and a group of 
students celebrated by digging through 
Kendall’s trash. 

On that warm, sunny Tuesday, several 
dedicated Kendall students, faculty and staff 
conducted a daylong waste characterization 
study in Kendall’s tiny parking lot. What is 
a “waste characterization study”? Widely 
recognized as an important first step in 
expanding recycling efforts and lessening the 
amount of waste sent to landfills, a waste 
characterization study provides important data 
that will be used to increase the effectiveness 
and scope of recycling programs on campus. 
In other words, “Dumpster diving.”

On Monday, the 14th, with the assistance 
of the custodial staff, the day’s waste 
was bagged and tagged so that accurate 
measurements could be made of the type and 
quantity of waste generated by each area in 
the college. “The intention,” Dustin said, “is 
to capture representative waste rather than 
all the waste, so that an accurate picture can 
be made of what types of items are found 
in Kendall’s waste stream. Once the study is 
complete, specific arrangements can be made 
to handle the particular waste products that 
are unique to Kendall. In addition, the school 
can put educational programs in place to 
ensure that all that can be recycled is recycled 
properly and cost-effectively.” 

Kendall does have recycling programs in 
place. In the parking lot is a 6-cubic-yard 
recycling container next to an 8-cubic-yard 
waste Dumpster. “I think it would be great if 
we could reverse this and generate at least 
eight yards of recycling every week (a greater 
than 30 percent increase) and far less landfill,” 
commented Dustin.

It was Sculpture and Functional Art student 
Layla Jones who courageously climbed into 
the waste Dumpster to remove the trash 
bags. Wearing goggles, masks, gloves, 
booties and Tyvek suits, Layla and her student 
colleagues Barbara Counsil, Taylor Shupe, 
Alicia Lyon, Randy Stewart II, Holly Wright, 
Becky Brown, Simon Lee, Tyler Cooper and 
Riley Scott worked diligently, weighing, 
calculating volumes, dumping and re-sorting 
what had been deposited into the Dumpster 
and designated for the landfill into more 
appropriate categories.  

Never ones for missing an opportunity for 
creative expression, the team created Mount 
Trashmore, using the 45 bags of trash and 
scraps that represented just one day’s waste. 
And in order to not miss an opportunity 
to practice their skills, Assistant Professor 
Kasey McCargar and Digital Media students 
videotaped the entire event.

So what did our intrepid students find? Of 
about 400 pounds of waste in the Dumpster, 
267 pounds were re-sorted as recyclable/
reusable, including nearly 40 pounds of 
compostable food waste; unexpired food in 
bags; a large quantity of clean, unpainted 
wood scrap; and a functional lamp.

The students did not find excessive amounts 
of white, mixed paper or corrugated 
cardboard, which demonstrates that Kendall’s 
paper recycling program is keeping paper out 
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Rebecca DeGroot, Furniture as Danger

Miriam Slager, Acts of Recognition Trophy Room

Jonathan Wahl

Kim Cridler

GALLERy NEWS
February 20–March 17
Acts of Recognition: Group Exhibition
Kendall Gallery & Gallery 114

February 20–March 10
Kendall Clay Collective Undergraduate Exhibition
Gallery 104

March 19–31
Trophy Room: Group Undergraduate Exhibition
Gallery 104

March 26–April 21
Kim Cridler/Jonathan Wahl
Kendall Gallery

March 27–April 21
MEGA: Michigan Emerging Graduate Artists
Gallery 114

April 9–21
Furniture as Danger: Undergraduate Exhibition
Gallery 104

April 30–July 27
Excellence Awards Exhibition
Federal Building Galleries

April 30–June 1 
MFA Group Thesis Exhibition
Federal Building Galleries


