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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
This issue of Portfolio signals a redesign of the publication and reflects a number of changes taking
place at the College. First, to stay with Portfolio itself, the redesign coincides with the College’s plan to
publish three issues a year, rather than two issues, as in the past.
The reasons for moving to three issues are several. First, the amount of information to be published
in Portfolio has simply outpaced the confines of two issues. Our alumni are sending more and more
information about their activities, and our students are involved in exhibitions, community projects,
and professional activities. And the number of guest lecturers, exhibitions, and visitors to campus
continues to grow.
Second, the two issues per year resulted in some information being published in a less “timely” manner
than it ought to have been, something that was especially noticeable when it came to celebrating the
student exhibition, commencement, and the other activities associated with the end of the academic
year. By the time of the fall issue of Portfolio, the College’s focus has shifted to the new academic year,
the new students, and a host of new information. Such a shift did an injustice to the graduates and to
the excitement and accomplishment reflected in the Annual Student Exhibition. By adding a summer
issue, we plan to bring that information to you while it is still “new.”
ON THE COVER
“Change does not necessarily
assure progress, but progress
implacably requires change.
Education is essential to
change, for education creates
both new wants and the
ability to satisfy them.”
— Henry S. Commager
American Historian

Beyond Portfolio itself, the change in format coincides with the College’s being ready to participate
in a University-wide strategic planning process that will help to define our future direction. Reflected
in part by the fact that the planning process will include a full consideration of Kendall’s need for new
space to house expanded and expanding programs and reflect the continued increase in the College’s
enrollments, the planning process will also bring to fruition the development and implementation of
new programs, including a Master of Art Education and the implementation of the four-course Design
and Innovation Management component of Ferris State University’s MBA program.
The development of this group of courses reflects the strategic vision of Dr. William Boras, chair of Ferris’s
Management Department, and the collaboration and cooperation of Ferris’s MBA faculty and Kendall
faculty, especially Angela Dow, chair of Graphic Design, and Max Shangle, chair of Furniture Design.
As with many innovative ideas, the purposes of the MBA concentration are not always immediately
understood. There are people, for example, who think that these courses are intended to teach business
people how to design products or space; others think that these courses are supposed to teach designers
how to be realistic business people, an attitude that suggests such people have never visited the
Furniture Market in High Point, North Carolina, or NeoCon in Chicago, or have never spoken with
Kendall’s fine arts graduates who pursue successful relationships with galleries.
In fact, these courses engage students from diverse backgrounds (e.g., accounting, management,
design, and nuclear medicine) in an exploration of innovative and design-centered thinking, leading to a
comprehensive understanding of the ways in which the method, measure, and language of design drive
the process of business and the process of innovation. The courses, taught by an interdisciplinary
faculty of working professionals and experts, develop an understanding of how collaboration works to
produce the most relevant kinds of innovation and move design thinking to the center of the business
process.
The very existence of these courses reflects a collaboration championed by Dr. Boras, and that would
be impossible without the relationship with Ferris State University. As is the MBA program as a whole,
these courses are available through an online format, while involving the students in two intense
weekend experiences for each course that are led by design and business leaders from some of the
world’s largest companies. Innovative in seeking to meet the needs of working professionals, the
courses respond to current business thinking about innovation and design. The excitement inherent in
this collaboration is just one hint of what the College hopes will be an exciting next few years.

Oliver H. Evans, Ph.D., President/Vice Chancellor
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KENDALL COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN OFFERS
NEW MBA: PROGRAM COMBINES DESIGN AND
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Increasingly today, people are talking about the importance of innovation, design, and creative
management in business, of bringing business people and designers together, and of moving design
to the center of activity in business. In recognition of this new way of conducting business, Dr. Oliver
H. Evans, president of Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University, announced that
Kendall will be leading the country in the introduction of a new course of study for a Master of Business
Administration with a Concentration in Design and Innovation Management.
The innovative program combines the resources of Ferris, a college of business, with Kendall, a college
of design. The classes are offered as part of the concentration in the MBA will be available to students
online. During two weekend sessions, students will meet in a classroom, where they can share their
diverse backgrounds with each other and also interact with leading experts from outside the College
and the University who will bring direct experience in business and with the role of design in business
and introduce students to theory and application.
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
As a part of Ferris State University,
Kendall College of Art and Design
prepares its graduates for lives as
professional artists, designers,
educators, and leaders in the world
of work.
We do this by…
Nurturing creative and intellectual
excellence
Encouraging freedom of expression
Promoting an awareness of social
responsibility
Honoring creativity in all forms
Fostering a dynamic learning
environment
Providing a solid base of general
education
Utilizing the professional skills,
knowledge, and expertise of
educators from the fields of fine
and applied arts

“Most people are beginning to realize that design involves understanding how people create the world
around them by creating space and objects in that space, as well as understanding how they interact
with and behave in that space. The key to redefining who we are economically and the key to redefining
ourselves lie in the world of design and in the way design and designers approach and solve problems,”
said Dr. Evans. Dr. Eisler, president, Ferris State University remarked, “This program is really what I
think our boards of trustees had in mind when they considered bringing these two institutions together.
When you take the strengths of Kendall—its long history and heritage of design—and merge it with the
cutting-edge, technologically based education we provide at Ferris: that synergy provides an opportunity
that’s perfect for Grand Rapids and for Michigan today. You begin to think about how we can evolve
so we can stay competitive as a state and how we can make Grand Rapids the vibrant place we want
it to be. This program is the perfect vehicle for making that happen.”
Dr. Evans added, “This program represents a major accomplishment in terms of how we conceive of
educating people for business and how we conceive of educating designers for business. It’s a program
we are especially proud of, and it could not have happened without the merger of the Kendall College
of Art and Design with Ferris State University.” Said Georgy Olivieri, consultant and architecture and
design specialist, “This is such an exciting time for Kendall and for Ferris State University. Looking at
business and looking at design, the secret to success is listening to the market, and that’s exactly what
this program is doing. This program has been designed to inspire and foster innovation in business,
working together to integrate the business language in design. This is truly a leading-edge program.”
Dr. Evans concluded, “The purpose of the program is not to create business people who are designers,
and it’s not to create designers who are business people—it’s to create a new kind of person who
understands and can apply the theory of design and innovation and can bring those theories and that
application to the center of business.”
The program took over 18 months to plan, and courses were developed by Dr. William Boras, department
chair in the College of Business at Ferris, along with Angela Dow, chair of Kendall’s Graphic Design
program, and Max Shangle, chair of Kendall’s Furniture Design program. Serving on the MBA program’s
advisory board are five senior level executives who represent five specialized areas: John G. Baylis,
senior executive administrator, Toyota Motor Engineering and Manufacturing of North America; Sean
Lindy, senior manager, Global Innovation and Strategy Development, Whirlpool Corporation; Dennis
W. Nickles, principal, Deloitte Consulting, LLP, West Michigan; Michele Serbenski, executive director,
Corporate Effectiveness and Customer Satisfaction, Bronson Healthcare Group; and Paul K. Smith, vice
president, Business Groups and Global Work Systems, Haworth, Inc.
The first class in the sequence began in January, and the next class will begin in May. Courses are
designed so that students, once they enter the sequence, will be able to complete the sequence and
the entire MBA program relatively quickly.
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Top to bottom:
Team members discuss their design with
Tiara Yatch Designer, Gabe Rose.
Detailed design boards flank a one-eighthscale model.
The proposed design for a fish-cleaning
station is shown in a full-scale mock-up.
A scale design of the interior includes plenty
of room for comfortable seating, as well
as storage.

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN TEAMS
PRESENT TO TIARA YACHT
Imagine spending $700,000 on a 38-foot open powerboat—and finding there’s no place to store
ice or safely stow your pricy fishing pole. Unfortunately, that’s often a reality for boomer boaters,
and it was the design challenge presented to 16 juniors enrolled in Industrial Design III.
Team-taught by Ben Delphia and Tom Slanec, both industrial designers with strong ties to the
automotive industry, the students were given their assignment: Make design improvements to
one of Tiara Yacht’s existing fishing boats and construct a one-eighth-scale model of the cockpit,
a full-size model of the helm, and a display of your sketched ideas. Then, present your concepts
to executive management and senior designers of Tiara yachts, including Bob Slikkers, president;
Kelly Slikkers, director of Operations; Russell Scaffede, vice president of Operations; Rick
Eggerding, director of Product Development; Andrew Bartlett, design manager; and Gabe Rose,
designer. Others in the audience included instructors, Delphia and Slanac, Kendall President Dr.
Oliver Evans, friends, and even a TV reporter.
So just what were the problems the teams worked to solve? As one of the Tiara managers said,
“There are four issues that are always a problem on a boat: trash, trash, trash, and ice.” There
were many ingenious solutions for stashing trash and storing ice, as well as seating and hideaway
table configurations, drawers that drained, an “aquarium” for holding the catch, secure storage
for fishing rods that can cost upwards of $10,000, and a very “cool” proposal for an inductioncooled, air-conditioned captain’s chair. But the ideas that interested the Tiara reps most were the
ones that had to do with electronics and technology. Ideas included touch-screen controls, GPS
monitors that flipped down to store away when not in use, switches redesigned into a touch-pad
that was placed under the wheel, leaving room for a television screen – the list goes on. As one
representative put it, “The blend of youth and their knowledge and familiarity with technology
with our traditional designs can result in some very exciting ideas.”
Delphia noted that many Industrial Design classes will work on an automotive redesign project,
but the opportunity to redesign an interior—especially a boat interior—was unique. “Designers
often concentrate on the exterior of a product, such as an automobile, and only redesign the interior
if there are enough complaints. But consumers will often refuse to buy a car because they don’t like
the interior, regardless of how much they like the exterior. By giving our students the opportunity
to work on interiors, it opens up a whole new world for them.” Delphia hopes to continue to bring
unique projects, such as interiors for school buses and farm tractors, to the class.
It’s not known whether some of the ideas presented will be incorporated into future models. The
Tiara executives took lots of notes, made many observations, and asked a lot of questions. When
asked, a Tiara designer said that the teams would certainly discuss what was presented, and if the
ideas were feasible, further research would take place.
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KENDALL/FERRIS STUDENTS TEAM FOR GREEN
Chants of “Go green!” are not directed at MSU Spartans, but at the Kendall and Ferris students
who have joined forces to participate in NaturalTalent 2007: The Emerging Green Builders
Design Competition. Sponsored by the U.S. Green Builders Council (USGBC) the competition
provides an opportunity for college students to gain experience in sustainable design, as well as
elevate public awareness of green building issues.

Top to bottom:
Color renderings capture each team’s
proposal for Tiara executives, as well
as instructors.
A scale model addresses boaters’ principle
concern: Where to store ice.
Full-size helm models incorporate the
latest in technology, making the boating
experience more exciting.

The three teams from Kendall/Ferris are part of 15 competing teams from seven area universities,
including Andrews University, Grand Valley State University, Lawrence Tech, Michigan Tech, and
the University of Michigan. Students represent numerous design disciplines: including interior,
architectural, industrial, graphic, and furniture design, as well as mechanical engineering,
photography, and fine arts.
Assistant professor, Gayle DeBruyn, a LEED-accredited professional, and Diane Nagelkirk, AIA,
chair of Architectural Technology and Facility Management, are leading the student teams through
the competition. “This competition is a great way for students from different disciplines offered
at Kendall and Ferris to get together, have some fun, learn more about each other, and build a
network of professional contacts that they can use after graduating,” says DeBruyn. “LEED is not
a trend; it is serious business, and the more students learn about it and LEED accreditation, the
more ‘hirable’ they will be.”
Serving as team advisors are faculty members from both schools: Gary Gerber of Architecture and
Technology, Ferris; Lee Davis, Interior Design, Kendall; and Kendall adjunct faculty Mary Ellen Fritz
and Adam Clark from Progressive AE and Greg Metz of Lott3 Metz Architects. Also serving as advisors
are Deidre Livingston, LEED AP, and Kirsten Deenick, LEED AP, both of Turner Construction.
Sam Pobst, president of the West Michigan Chapter, USGBC, says, “USGBC has been about effecting
change in the marketplace and has given a lot of credibility to the green building effort. Wall Street
now understands it, and large companies are getting it. There’s going to be a cultural change in
the United States within the next ten years, and students have an opportunity to get in on the
ground floor and help drive that change.”
The “client” for the competition is CompRenew Environmental, a nonprofit corporation that recycles
obsolete computer equipment by reusing or rebuilding the equipment or by recycling and properly
disposing of toxic materials. Located in a struggling urban warehouse district, six blocks south of
downtown Grand Rapids, along the US131 corridor, the multiuse building is to be redesigned
using the new LEED for Existing Buildings (LEED-EB) design protocols.
Lynell Shooks, CompRenew director of Business Development, is excited about the opportunities
that participation will bring to CompRenew. “CompRenew uses the business of electronic waste
recycling to provide unique educational opportunities to high school students. Being selected for a
Green Building competition is a natural fit for our organization and will increase our visibility and
call attention to our mission. The design results of this competition will be used as the foundation
of a major capitol campaign to raise money to actually implement the students’ designs.”
Shooks led students through a tour of the facilities, which include offices, conference rooms,
a student training center and lounge, a drop-off point, retail store, and the heart of the operation:
A warehouse bursting at the seams with computers of all makes and models in various states of
disassembly. Orange and blue iMacs, stacked four deep and four across on pallet after pallet, sit
next to waist-high cardboard boxes of keyboards, mice, hard drives, and laptops. Students will
address these logistical challenges, as well as other issues, including energy management, indoor
environmental quality, natural light, and views.
Dr. Evans commended the students for their voluntary participation, saying, “The competition will
result in something good and meaningful. Students will benefit from competing, and an organization
will benefit from their efforts.”
Judging at the local level will take place in May. Finalists at the local level will be given additional
time to develop and detail their designs for final presentation at Greenbuild held in Chicago
November 7–9, 2007.
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KENDALL MAKES DEBUT
AT ACC BALTIMORE SHOW
KCAD students in the Sculpture and Functional Art program and the Allesee Metals/Jewelry
Design program received an invitation from the American Crafts Council to exhibit their creations
at the annual American Craft Council wholesale/retail show at the Baltimore Convention Center
in Baltimore, Maryland, from February 20–25, 2007. More than 850 of the country’s leading craft
artists presented their handcrafted work, including jewelry, furniture, clothing, home décor, and
more, to the public at the largest juried, indoor craft show in the nation.
Kendall’s invitation to participate was the result of a more-than-year-long effort by Sculpture and
Functional Art professor Brent Skidmore. Skidmore, once an active exhibitor at the Baltimore show,
has kept in touch with show organizers. Says Skidmore, “In 2006, I approached Melanie Bender,
ACC Show Operations Manager, and Lily Kane, ACC Director of Education, about the possibility of
four interns working the show. The experience went over so well that soon, discussions developed
regarding the possibility of Kendall having a booth that represented the College, as well as the work
of its students. When organizers called and offered us a booth, we jumped at the chance.”
Participating from the Allesee Metals/Jewelry Design program were seniors Elizabeth Gaines and
Kara Rodriguez and junior Anne Hiddema. Representing the Sculpture and Functional Art program
were seniors Chuyleon Park, Tim Maddox, Karl Joseph, and Chris Hicks; junior Eric Britton; and
sophomore Dustin Farnsworth. Senior Jeff Thomas represented the Furniture Design program, and
Elizabeth Sweet represented the Painting program.
Although everyone who participated exhibited their work, students Farnsworth, Maddox, Gaines,
Rodriguez, and Klemm sold their work alongside 2006 Metals/Jewelry Design alums Michael Nashef
and Sera Rose Grabowski.
Dr. Evans stated, “We’re very pleased with the invitation to participate in the American Craft Council
show in Baltimore. It recognizes the quality of design produced by Kendall’s students, and it offers
them an experience in the business world of design, which underscores our mission to educate our
students to be leaders in pursuing careers in art and design.”
The American Craft Council is a national, nonprofit public educational organization founded in 1943
to promote understanding and appreciation of contemporary American craft.

TWO KENDALL STUDENTS FIND
THEIR NICHE IN BALTIMORE
In conjunction with the Buyers Market of American Craft, NICHE magazine held its annual NICHE
Student Awards competition, which is open to any craft student residing in the U.S. or Canada and
attending an undergraduate, graduate, or certificate art program. All finalists were invited to display
their pieces in a special display at the February Buyers Market of American Craft, exposing their
work to thousands of buyers from across the country.
This year NICHE magazine received nearly 900 student entries from over 100 schools throughout
the U.S. and Canada. Judging is based on technical excellence and creativity, both in surface design
and form, as well as a distinct quality of unique, original, and creative thought.
Participating in the NICHE competition were Tim Maddox, whose untitled piece was a kimono made
of Kentucky Fried Chicken packaging, and Kara Rodriguez, who submitted “Turntable Ring.” Both
Tim and Kara were finalists and had their work on display.
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Upper left to right:
The annual American Craft Council show
featured more than 850 leading craft artists.
From left to right, Dustin Farnsworth,
Professor Brent Skidmore, Eric Britton,
Crystal Brown (Kendall Sculpture and
Functional Art junior, interning with the
American Craft Council), Timothy Maddox,
and Elizabeth Gaines.
Top to bottom:
Chairs, chests, and sculptural pieces on
display show Kendall’s best student and
professional work.

CAMPUS NEWS
Top to bottom:
“Turntable Ring” by Kara Rodriguez in the
Jewelry: Fashion category.
“Untitled” by Timothy Ryan Maddox in the
Fiber: Decorative category.

VRC BECOMES THE KDID
The Visual Resource Collection (VRC) staff is currently in the extensive process of digitizing
hundreds of images, tagging them and adding metadata to increase their usefulness, and then
uploading them into the Kendall Digital Image Database (KDID). Assistant Art History professor
Anne Norcross and photography guru and graduate student Ben Harrison have spent countless
hours setting up the digitizing process for direct capture and scanning, automating much of the
process through Photoshop.
This year, Kendall students Eleanor Gatewood, MFA Photography; Yvonne Pavlovsky, Illustration/
Digital Media; and Bilan Liao, MFA Painting, as well as contract specialist Matt McDermott, have
been busy digitizing images from the Kendall slide collection and cataloging data. Says Norcross,
“We have about 50,000 art history slides—some of which will make their way into the digital
image database—in addition to over 3,000 digital images purchased from online resources.
This is just the beginning of the Kendall Digital Image Database, and new digital images are
being added on a regular basis.”
Norcross started the process in 2005, acquiring equipment and devising a process. Cataloging
got underway in the fall of 2006 and will be an ongoing project as faculty requires new images
for classes and the collection is updated. Each digital image is cataloged electronically into a
master database that follows industry standards for art image cataloging according to the Getty
Vocabulary Program, developed and maintained by the Getty Research Institute.
The KDID collection is just one of the collections in the Madison Digital Image Database (MDID)
system, which is distributed free of charge under an open-source license by James Madison
University. Through MDID, Kendall faculty will have access to other collections, including American
Sheet Music, Historic Illustrations of Art & Architecture, John Tenniel and the American Civic War:
Political Cartoons from Punch, Art Images for College Teaching, and the Madison Art Collection.
Users can browse and search across multiple collections, mark favorites for use in lectures and
PowerPoint presentations, build, manage, organize and store slideshows, view slideshows in the
classroom or from home, print flashcards and contact sheets, and more. Faculty even have the
option to download images from the database to their desktop for use in PowerPoint presentations.
Eventually, students will have access to the collection, which Norcross hopes to expand. Presently,
she and Gallery Director Sarah Joseph are creating a Kendall Museum collection, and future plans
are to include Kendall’s furniture collection, work by Kendall faculty and students, and even
photographs of David Wolcott Kendall and the original school from the Kendall archives.
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Upper left:
Dr. Robert Connors, President, Helen DeVos
Children’s Hospital, and Dr. Luis Tomatis,
director of Medical Affairs, Richard M. DeVos
Family.

GRPS STUDENTS CREATE
ANTI-SMOKING BILLBOARDS
Although nearly 80% of all smokers begin smoking before the age of 18, children actually begin
to feel the pressure to start in fifth and sixth grade. To educate students about the dangers of
tobacco, Dr. Tom Peterson, a longtime tobacco opponent, founded nicoTEAM: nicotine Tobacco
Education and Advocacy Curriculum and recruited his fellow retired physicians to join him in giving
lectures in the public schools. Four years later, nicoTEAM participating doctors now include physicians
in active practice and researchers from the Van Andel Institute, who deliver approximately 50 lectures
per year.
To help spread the word to other students, Professor Margaret Vega, Fine Arts, advised 25 Grand
Rapids Public Schools fourth-, fifth- and sixth-grade students in designing billboards to promote
the nicoTEAM anti-smoking message.
On March 29, the students gathered at Kendall to work on their designs with Vega, who was assisted
by Art Education majors Marie Couretas and Kathryn Onasch, MFA Painting students Dru King and
Michael Ingold, and Graphic Design major Tammy Gath, who jump-started the kid’s creativity with
a mini-presentation on effective advertising design.
On April 13, all work was displayed in the Kendall atrium for judging. Presenting awards were Dr.
Tom Peterson, Dr. Luis Tomatis, Teresa Cruz, and Dr. Oliver Evans. The top three winners received
a new iPod, and all participating students received dinner while working on their entries and took
home a tee shirt designed by Vega’s graduate assistant, Michael Ingold. The top winning entry
will be produced and posted on a billboard in the Grand Rapids metro area, and all entries were
displayed in the college atrium.

UNIQUE BIO-DIGITAL DESIGN COURSE
OFFERED THIS SUMMER
What would our world look like if household objects were grown like trees? The Allesee Metals/
Jewelry Design Program at Kendall College of Art is offering a unique computer-based design/
production course this summer, taught by Richard Nelipovich, assistant professor of Design,
Indiana University at Fort Wayne (www.designcraftsman.com).
Limited to just ten students, this special Bio-Digital Design course will explore biological systems
for design inspiration, analyzing structures, mechanisms, and systems in nature. Students will
apply these concepts to the design of functional objects and develop designs using ComputerAided Design techniques. For producing final designs, the class will introduce rapid manufacturing:
the use of rapid prototyping techniques to manufacture finished, functional products. Students
will combine a variety of rapid prototyping and hands-on processes to produce their designs.
Bio-Digital Design is a research-based class, and students will pursue individual topics and be
prepared to apply their research to specific design applications, such as furniture or jewelry.
For more information about course content, contact Professor Nelipovich at rnelipovich@yahoo.com
or Professor Phil Carrizzi, Allesee Metals/Jewelry Design Program, at phil@optilevers.com.
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Below, top to bottom:
NicoTEAM Winners
1st Place—Jasmine Jones, Alger Middle
School, 6th grade, “Smoke it and Croak it”
(colored pencil); 2nd Place—Jaime Malone,
Grand Rapids Montessori Public, 4th grade,
“Wanna be a Hero? Don’t Smoke” (chalk);
and 3rd Place—Clemence Dusabe, Alexander
Elementary School, 5th grade, “If I Smoke,
My Dream May Not Come True” (watercolor).

BODIES OF ART
Anyone who had a passion for fashion was in attendance at the second annual Bodies of Art
fashion show. The sold-out, standing-room-only show, held April 13 in the Imperial Ballroom at
the Grand Plaza Hotel, was run by Kendall students from start to finish. Proceeds from the show
benefitted the Grand Rapids Public Schools’ art programs to support the next generation of
student designer and artists. Student models wearing 66 designs, ranging from jewelry and
accessories to painted tees and dresses constructed from Meijer bags, construction tape, Dove
candy wrappers, and Kleenex tissue strutted on the catwalk.

HAPPY CAMPERS
Art Education assistant professor Rick Brunson has made it his mission to see that deserving
kids have the opportunity to go to camp; not to ride horses or run through fields, but to sketch
horses and draw fields in pastels. Brunson is a passionate advocate for giving inner-city high
school students the opportunity to express themselves artistically. A longtime (and recently
retired) art teacher at Union High School, and then a Kendall dual-enrollment instructor at Union,
Brunson, the GRPS Arts Advocates program, and Kendall recently created a Kendall Portfolio Camp
scholarship program for Grand Rapids Public School students attending Union, Central, Creston,
Ottawa, and City High School.
This year’s scholarship of $4,000 will allow 14 high school students to attend one of two of Kendall’s
two-week Portfolio Camp, where they will have an opportunity to enroll in four art classes. Brunson,
Brenda Sipe, director of Continuing Studies, and a GRPS high school art instructor will select the
14 students, who must submit a portfolio of three to five pieces of work.

Top to bottom:
Selected images from the second annual
Bodies of Art fashion show.

Notes Sipe, “This is the fourth year for Portfolio Camp. When it started, we only offered one
three-week session. But interest has grown so much that we now offer two two-week sessions.
Enrollment is limited to 18 high school students, who attend from several different districts,
including Forest Hills, East Grand Rapids, and others.”
Says Brunson, “A lot of these kids have talent and passion; they just haven’t had the opportunity
to enroll in art classes, especially if they’re a freshmen. Portfolio Camp is the chance for them to
explore their artistic potential in a classroom setting. It’s also a chance for them to build not only
their skills, but their confidence, as well.” Brunson has found that many students who attend
Portfolio Camp enroll in their school’s dual-enrollment program. At least 14 of his former dualenrollment students at Union High School are attending Kendall full time.
Kendall’s dual-enrollment program continues to grow, as high schools throughout Michigan come
to participate in the program. Says Brunson, “Just a year ago, the program had 70 students; today,
we have nearly 120 students being taught by 14 teachers from 11 schools. We expect to continue
to grow at that rate, and in two or three years, we estimate that we’ll have 24 participating high
schools, offering dual-enrollment art classes to 250 kids each semester.”
Although the dual-enrollment numbers continue to grow, Brunson would like to give more young
artists the chance to attend Portfolio Camp. While the scholarship money covers tuition, students
are still responsible for purchasing their own supplies and materials, lunch, and transportation to
and from Kendall’s downtown campus. “These kids don’t have many resources, and sometimes
they may qualify for Camp, but don’t have the money for transportation or supplies, which can
cost around $100 per child, depending on the type of class.”
Money allocated to the Portfolio Camp Scholarship Fund was raised at the annual GRPS Arts Jam
and matched by a donation from Kendall. If you are interested in making a tax-deductible donation
to the Portfolio Camp Scholarship Fund, sponsoring a high school student (perhaps from your alma
mater), or donating supplies or money to purchase supplies, please contact GRPS Arts Advocates
administrator Julie Powell at (616) 771-2156, or send her an e-mail at powellj@grps.k12.mi.us.
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Left to right:
Kendall’s Viewbook recently received two
Silver ADDY Awards from the Ad Club of West
Michigan’s local ADDY Awards competition.
Sculpture and Functional Art instructor
Brent Skidmore’s wood and mirror piece
“Granules of Truth” chosen for Michigan
Governor Jennifer Granholm’s residence in
Lansing.

FACULTY NEWS
SKIDMORE FEATURED IN WOODWORKING BOOK
Sculpture and Functional Art instructor Brent Skidmore is one of ten contemporary woodworkers
featured in The Penland Book of Woodworking—Master Classes in Woodworking Techniques
published by Lark Books. The review on Amazon.com says, “This technical and inspirational
guide showcases the work of ten top contemporary woodworkers who have taught at Penland,
each well-known in the field and with a specific expertise to share. Dozens of photographs,
accompanied by explanatory captions, give readers a privileged glimpse into the artists’ studios
as they demonstrate their special skills and produce a range of furniture. Examine Curtis
Buchanan’s method of assembling a Windsor chair or Doug Sigler’s mold-making techniques for
bent lamination. Explore Paul Sasso’s evocative, multilayered painted surfaces. See how Brent
Skidmore produces distinctive carved textures and how John Clark creates complex, inlaid panels
using inlaid veneer. The collection includes personal essays that shed light on important topics
in the creative process.”
Skidmore’s essay, entitled “Form Follows Dysfunction,” traces his artistic inclinations to his
childhood, filled with inspiration from his creative parents, Etch-A-Sketch, black crayon-resistant
drawings and batiks, and the guidance of his high school art teacher. The Penland Book includes
many photographs of Skidmore’s functional furniture pieces and sculptural forms, as well as a
series of step-by-step photographs, demonstrating his version of an ancient technique to produce
a positive texture, now called “Ming Ding.”

NEW VIEWBOOK WINS AWARD
Kendall’s new admissions and recruitment materials received two Silver ADDY Awards from the Ad
Club of West Michigan’s local ADDY Awards competition, held February 22. The Viewbook, created
by The Image Group of Holland, Michigan, won in the category Advertising for the Arts & Sciences:
Collateral Materials: Brochure/Sales Kit. Digital Media instructor Bill Fischer won in the category
Advertising for the Arts & Sciences: Broadcast/Electronic: Audio/Visual for Animation Reel for
Kendall College of Art and Design. Fischer was art director/sound designer for the project.

FACULTY NOTES
Phil Carrizzi, chair of the Allesee Metals/
Jewelry Design program, was recently
nominated for the annual Arts Educator of
the Year Award given by the Rosen group
and NICHE magazine. His most recent work,
a suite of bracelets and a large neckpiece,
created utilizing the CAD/CAM technology in
Kendall’s Digital Fabrication Lab, were
featured in a curated exhibition at Velvet
DaVinci Gallery in San Francisco that ran
through February. Carrizzi also participated
in a gallery talk at the January 26 opening
reception.
Dr. Suzanne Eberle, chair of the Art History
Department, presented papers at three
conferences this academic year. In September
she was one the two keynote speakers at
the Interfaith Dialogue Association’s Fall
2006 Conference, “Art Meeting the Sacred,”
held at the Eyekons Gallery in Grand Rapids.
Her slide presentation was on “Art and the
Importance of a Visual Faith.” In October,
Dr. Eberle attended the 20th Annual National
Conference on Liberal Arts and the Education
of Artists in New York. In keeping with the
conference topic of reassessing Modernism,
her paper was called “Beyond the White
Cube: Complexity and Contradiction in
Modern Art.” In April, she returned to NYC
to be part of the conference on Defining
Culture Through Dress at Hofstra University
and presented her paper, “Art, Dress, and
History: Fashioning the Post-Modern Self.”
Dr. Eberle was also invited to join the
Frederik Meijer Garden & Sculpture Park
Sculpture Selection Committee.
The Ad Club of West Michigan recently
awarded Judges’ Choice for Interactive Best
Practices and a Gold ADDY to adjunct faculty
member Lee Gullett, Creative Director for the
imart Corporation web site, imart.com.
An interview that Darlene Kaczmarczyk,
chair of the Photography Department,
conducted with local artist Jennifer Steensma
Hoag will be published in the upcoming
edition of the national journal exposure, the
journal of the Society for Photographic
Education. Kaczmarczyk’s work, “untitled
from the Life Size series” is included in the
2006 Photo Review International Photography
competition and published in the journal’s
latest edition (Vol. 28, No. 1). The competition
drew almost 5,000 entries from 21 countries
and was juried by Philip Brookman, senior
curator at the Corcoran Gallery of Art,
Washington, DC. The “untitled from the Life
Size series” piece also won Honorable
Mention in Fellowship 2006, sponsored by
the Silver Eye Center for Photography in
Pittsburg, PA. Juror was Rod Slemmons,
Director of the Museum of Contemporary
Photography, Chicago. The work was
displayed November 15–February 10.
Illustration professors Sandra Ringlever,
Molly Alicki-Corriveau, and Jon McDonald
attended the three-day Society of Illustrators
Educator’s Symposium in October in New
York City.
Jan Probst, dual-enrollment instructor at
West Ottawa High School, has received the
Michigan Art Education Association Secondary
Teacher of the Year Award for the 2006–2007
school year.
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Below, left to right, top to bottom:
Kendall’s Annual Student Excellence Awards
Exhibition will include the work of Isaac Karth,
Digital Media; Candace Trew, Illustration;
Diane McCabe, Furniture Design; Naomi Fish,
Fine Arts; Christa Allison, Graphic Design;
Timothy Maddox, Sculpture/Functional Art;
and Elizabeth Gaines, Metals/Jewelry Design.
(See “Gallery News” on back cover for more
recipients and exhibit information.)

“The West Michigan Eight,” a group of “old
guard” West Michigan artists, were highlighted
in an exhibit at Muskegon Museum of Art
in December. The eight men have taught,
mentored, lectured and exhibited, and they
often sketch together on Saturday afternoons
and paint and draw plein air. The eight include
Jon McDonald, professor of Illustration at
Kendall and artist-in-residence for Northview
Public Schools, Larry Blovits, Jack Brouwer, Carl
Forslund, Collin Fry, Jim Markle, Armand Merizon,
and Chris Stoffel Overvoorde. McDonald also
has his “Blues” series exhibited at the Grand
Rapids Public Library, and his “Slavery” series is
shown at the Bayard Gallery of Fine AfricanAmerican Art in Grand Rapids.
Professor Deborah Rockman, Foundation/Fine
Arts, participated in a juried exhibition, “The
L(ink)T Project,” at Red Ink Studios and Gallery
in Flint Michigan. She also participated in
“Duck, Duck, Box” an invitational exhibition
and fundraiser for Gilda’s Club, held at
LaFontsee Gallery in Grand Rapids. She was
also interviewed for Grand Rapids Magazine,
March 2007, “Art About Ideas,” and NY Arts
Magazine, November/December, “A Pussy Has
Muscles.” Both publications also published
reproductions of her work.
Sculpture and Functional Art instructor Brent
Skidmore has joined the board of directors of
the Craft Emergency Relief Fund (CERF). The
mission of CERF is to strengthen and sustain
the careers of craft artists across the United
States through direct financial and educational
assistance to craft artists, including emergency
relief assistance, business development
support, and resources and referrals on topics
such as health, safety, and insurance. CERF also
advocates, engages in research, and backs
policy that supports craft artists’ careers. CERF
is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization and is
the only one of its kind in the United States
(www.craftemergency.org).
The work of Brent Skidmore and Darlene
Kaczmarczyk was chosen for Governor Jennifer
Granholm’s residence in Lansing, along with
about 20 other Michigan artists. The works
will be on display through July as a part of
the “Governor’s Residence Michigan Artist
Exhibition,” a juried exhibition put on by Urban
Institute of Contemporary Arts. Kaczmarczyk
had four photographs from her “Whose Woods
These Are...” series selected, and Skidmore’s
wood-and-mirror piece “Granules of Truth” was
also chosen.
Margaret Vega, Fine Arts instructor, had her
work exhibited at the Forest Hills Fine Arts Center
in Grand Rapids. Recent works of Vega and
Gretchen Minnhaar were part of an exhibition,
“Colloquy,” displayed in December at the
Holland Area Arts Council in downtown Holland.
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Left to right:
The Ad Club of West Michigan recently
held its annual ADDY Awards and awarded
Best of Show in The Animation Category
to Illustration major Drew Hill for “The
Bookworm‘s Incursion.”
Graphic Design major Christa Allison received
Best of Show Print for her ad “Bic Encore.”

STUDENT NEWS
KENDALL STUDENTS SWEEP ADDYS
Kendall students brought home 21 ADDY Awards and swept the special awards, including two
Best of Show and three Judges’ Choice Awards at the Ad Club of West Michigan’s “Wicked Good”
ADDY Awards, held February 22. Winning Student Best of Show in The Animation Category was
Illustration major Drew Hill for “The Bookworm’s Incursion.” Winning Student Best of Show Print
was Graphic Design major Christa Allison for “Bic Encore.”
Kendall students also captured all the Judges’ Choice Awards. Receiving Judges’ Choice for
Conceptual Excellence was Graphic Design major Rachel Kurta for “Optimistic Jello.” Student
Judges’ Choice for Interactive went to Drew Hill for his web site, www.drewhillstudio.com, and
Student Judges’ Choice for Visual Element–Photography went to Christa Allison for “Fossil Fuel.”
Judging the entries were five area design professionals: Clayton Boothe, creative director, Boothe
Creative Services; Michele Chartier, design director, BBK Studio; Rick Devon, president and creative
director, Grey Matter Group; Gregg Palazzolo, principal/owner, Palazzolo Design; and Marino
Puhalj, vice president/creative director, Biggs|Gilmore.
GOLD ADDY WINNERS: Christa Allison, Graphic Design, “Bic Encore” (Consumer or Trade
Publication: Single Consumer or Trade Magazine Ad), Joan Sechrist, Instructor; Stephen Heneveld,
Illustration, “A Squirrel’s Home Movie” (Elements of Advertising: Animation), Bill Fischer, Instructor;
Andrew Hill, Illustration, “drewhillstudio.com” (Interactive Media: Web Site), Bill Fischer, Instructor
and “The Bookworm’s Incursion” (Elements of Advertising: Animation), Bill Fischer, Instructor;
Rachel Kurta, Graphic Design, “Optimistic Jello” (Out-of-Home), Joan Sechrist, Instructor; Mary
Rach, Graphic Design, “Heal the World/Sponsor-Bandaid” (Collateral Material: Poster), “Heal the
World/Spread-Bandaid” (Consumer or Trade Publication: Single Consumer or Trade Magazine Ad),
and “Budlight Disco” (Consumer or Trade Publication: Single Consumer or Trade Magazine Ad), all
Rob Jackson, Instructor; and Candace M. Trew, Illustration, “4 Seasons Juvenile Calendar” (Elements
of Advertising: Illustration), Jon McDonald, Instructor.
SILVER ADDY WINNERS: Nolan Abney, Graphic Design, “Happy VW” (Campaigns: Mixed Media),
Rob Jackson, Instructor; Christa Allison, Graphic Design, “Fossil Fuel” (Campaigns: Mixed Media),
Joan Sechrist, Instructor and “Thank Advertising” (Campaigns: Mixed Media), Tom Crimp, Instructor;
Justin Bass, Illustration, “Adventures of Doink Television Ad” (Elements of Advertising: Animation),
Bill Fischer, Instructor; Tammy M. Gath, Graphic Design, “Boarding: For Breast Cancer Poster
Campaign” (Collateral Material: Poster), Jason Alger, Instructor; Stephen Heneveld, Illustration,
“stephenheneveld.com” (Interactive Media: Web Site), Bill Fischer, Instructor; Kristen Juhl, Graphic
Design, “ASPCA Annual Report 2005 Redesign” (Collateral Material: Brochure, Annual Report),
Suzanne Jonkman, Instructor and “PETA Outdoor Campaign” (Out-of-Home), Jill Overmyer,
Instructor; Jordan Myers, Graphic Design, “Green Builders Council” (Collateral Material: Stationery
Package), Jill Overmyer, Instructor; Mary Rach, Graphic Design, “Heal the World/Better-Bandaid”
(Consumer or Trade Magazine Ad: Magazine Ad Campaign, 2 to 4 Ads), Rob Jackson, Instructor;
Candace M. Trew, Illustration, “Carnival Dream” (Elements of Advertising: Illustration), Susan
Bonner, Instructor; and Kathleen Wood, Graphic Design, “NRDC Ad Campaign” (Consumer or Trade
Magazine Ad: Magazine Ad Campaign, 2 to 4 Ads), Joan Sechrist, Instructor.
Gold-winning entries automatically advanced to the District competition to compete against
students from other regions of Michigan as well as Illinois and Indiana. Students who won a Silver
ADDY locally could pay a small fee to advance their work to the District competition.
DISTRICT GOLD ADDY WINNERS: Nolan Abney, “Happy VW”; Christa Allison, “Bic Encore” and
“Thank Advertising”; Mary Rach, “Heal the World/Sponsor-Bandaid”; and Candace M. Trew,
“Carnival Dream” and “4 Seasons Juvenile Calendar.”
DISTRICT SILVER ADDY WINNERS: Christa Allison, “Fossil Fuel”; Tammy M. Gath, “Boarding: For
Breast Cancer Poster Campaign”; Rachel Kurta, “Optimistic Jello”; Jordan Myers, “Green Builders
Council”; and Mary Rach, “Budlight Disco” and “Heal the World/Spread-Bandaid.”
District Gold winners will advance to the National competition and compete for ADDY Gold and a
$1,000 cash prize.
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STUDENT NOTES
Sharon Stratton has been selected by the
Art Education faculty to receive the Art
Education Excellence Award.
Brian Cook, Art Education, was the recipient
of the Michigan Art Education Association’s
Annual Student Scholarship. Only one
Michigan student is chosen each year for
this prestigious award. Brian is president of
the MAEA student chapter and will receive
$1,000 toward his education.
Doug Wilkerson, Sculpture/Functional Art,
recently had a mixed-media relief piece
purchased by Lambert, Edwards and
Associates, a local public relations firm.
The program, established by the PR firm,
is to generate art for the agency office that
reflects its own work. Wilkerson’s piece,
“Alfred,” features two ceramic heads, one
turned inward and the other facing forward.
The scholarship competition was open to
all Kendall students and required participants
to create a quarter-scale maquette of an
original, wall-hung sculpture for judging.
The PR firm covered all production costs for
winners to produce the full-scale works,
which hang in the firm’s office in downtown
Grand Rapids.
Six photography students are finalists in
Photographer’s Forum 27th Annual Student
Photography contest. Finalists represent
the top 1% of over 28,000 entries from
the U.S. and Canada. Their work will be
published in the Best of College Photography
Annual 2007. The students, all Photography
majors, are Phrene Meade, Joe Wilcox,
Sylvia Lampert, Kara Stelma, Jessica Knoch,
and Sarah Schutza.
The Photography Professional Practices
class worked with The Grand Coney,
a local restaurant, to determine what
artwork they would like for the restaurant
walls. The owners and group decided on
photographs of the restaurant and its
patrons. An opening reception to celebrate
with the students was held March 11. The
work will remain on display indefinitely, as
the owners were thrilled with the student’s
work. Students in Professor Darlene
Kaczmarczyk’s class were Photography
majors Jason Barnes, Eric Boucher, Laura
Hagan, Laura Hollander, Annie McFarland,
Phrene Meade, Joshua Restrick, Christopher
Tack, and Rebecca Tipton.
Stephanie Rose, MFA Photography, is one
of only 10 students in the country to be
awarded a $500 scholarship to attend the
National Conference of the Society for
Photographic Education, held March 15–19
in Miami, Florida.

To the right:
“Pirate Table,” created by Brian Cook, was
recently auctioned during the sixth annual
Arts Jam benefiting the Grand Rapids Public
Schools’ art and music programs.

ART EDUCATION MAJORS VOLUNTEER TIME
AND TALENT TO GRPS ARTS JAM
The sixth annual Arts Jam—a combination music event, silent auction, and food reception—
was held February 25 to raise much-needed funds for the materials and services for the Grand
Rapids Public Schools’ art and music programs. Julie Powell, GRPS fine arts supervisor, noted
that raw materials for art projects, sheet music, and instrument repair don’t cost much individually,
but add them up, and the total can be staggering.
“One thing about art is that it’s a consumable subject,” Powell said. “You use up paper. You use
up pencils. We want to get out of the bare-bones range. Kids doing nothing but paper and pencil
all year is a boring program.”
The Delta College Galleria in Saginaw
featured the work of Kendall’s graduate
students in Photography from January
15–February 22. Exhibiting were (above,
left to right) Eleanor Gatewood, Mike Sell,
Kieran Johnson, Justin Bruursema, and
Stephanie Rose. Also exhibiting, but not in
photo, were Ben Harrison and Andrea Tarry.
Photography major Joshua Restrick has work
on exhibit at the San Francisco Museum of
Art in a juried show entitled “It’s Photography.”
Josh’s piece is titled “Brace.”
Stephanie Boetsma, Interior Design, is an
intern in the Applied Trend division of Lowe’s
at their corporate headquarters in Mooresville,
North Carolina. Stephanie is working on the
“Garden Treasures” line of outdoor garden
décor, which includes furniture, trellises, and
arbors. If her designs are selected, they will
be available in Lowe’s stores in 2008/2009.
Illustration Program students have submitted
work to the Society of Illustrators’ annual
student competition.
Michael Ingold, MFA Painting, was
commissioned to create marketing materials
for the Grand Rapids Student Advancement
Foundation’s signature event, “MindShare
2007: Tools for Learning. Tools for Life.”
MFA drawing students, Kelly Allen and
Kristopher Jones were part of an exhibition,
“Drawing No Conclusions,” displayed
December 8–March 9 at the Urban Institute
for Contemporary Art (UICA) in Grand Rapids.
UICA received submissions from nearly 400
artists across the nation, Canada, Germany,
and Russia and ultimately chose approximately
50 artists’ work to exhibit. Of the entries
from Grand Rapids, only two artists, Allen
and Jones, were accepted. Distinguished
juror Dominic Molon presented awards for
the exhibition and gave a short lecture about
how the boundaries of drawing have been
profoundly blurred in recent years. Dominic
Molon is the Pamela Alper Associate Curator
at the Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA)
in Chicago.

The silent auction this year featured 90 decorative end tables and benches produced by teachers,
professional artists, and students. Twenty-three Kendall faculty and Art Education students created
tables with designs that ranged from a pirate ship, outfitted with a rocking ship, giant octopus, and
treasure map, to an artist’s sketching bench. All in all, the Arts Jam raised approximately $16,000.

“GO RED” ART CHALLENGE EARNS STUDENTS GREEN
Ann Wassmann, MFA Printmaking, took the top prize in the Go Red Art Challenge sponsored by
the American Heart Association. Students created a visual art piece using the theme of the AHA’s
Go Red Movement, which aims to raise awareness about the risk of heart disease among women.
Wassmann’s mixed-media piece, titled “Red Spheres of Empowerment,” won the $500 first-place
award out of a field of 14 entries. Second place and $300 went to Beth Siwer, MFA Painting,
for “No. 1 Killer,” and $200 and third place were awarded to Matthew Hoeker, Illustration, for
“Untitled.” Honorable mentions were given to Erin Cornell, Metals/Jewelry; Drake Dorman, Painting;
Renee Hartig, Art Education; Michael Moats, Illustration; and Kathryn Onasch, Art Education.
Wassman created a monotype/drawing that features red spheres floating in and around what looks
like a dressmaker’s bodice. She took her inspiration from the Go Red Movement’s logo, which
Wassman described as an armless dress, and chose spheres, which are a symbol for empowerment.
Wassmann’s work and the top two other pieces were displayed February 2 at the Grand Rapids Go
Red for Women Luncheon at the Prince Conference Center at Calvin College; the work then traveled
to the Capitol Rotunda in Lansing on February 22 for “The Capitol Goes Red.” From there, the exhibit
of work will go to Boston’s South Station and the AHA’s Midwest affiliate office in Chicago.

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN I ACCEPTS CHERVON CHALLENGE
There are times when even the most ardent gardener wishes for a tool that would make gardening
just a little easier. Such was the challenge given to Industrial Design I students: Create a power
tool that would make gardening or landscaping simpler, faster, or more convenient. Judging the
concepts were seven representatives from Chervon North America, Inc., one of the fastest growing
power tool manufacturers worldwide. Chervon designs and manufactures power tools branded
under Sears, Home Depot, Husky, Workforce, and others.
Students were assigned different facets of gardening, from organic gardening and composting
to gardening in a small space or gardening with physical limitations. Students received input from
Liberal Arts and Sciences professor Ruth O’Keefe, who is also a certified Master Gardener. Over
the course of ten weeks, they honed and refined their concepts, which was a difficult task made even
more challenging by the fact that they were learning new software and programs at the same time.
But the students pulled through, designing and presenting concepts ranging from a rake that
vacuums and a power-assisted wheelbarrow to a portable compost system and pet waste
removal-and-disposal system. Chervon executives were intrigued with several products, which
were discussed with students in greater detail after the presentation.
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Left to right:
Kendall alum Ward Veldman, recipient of the
prestigious 2007 Ad Club of West Michigan
Silver Medal award.
The Front-Runner, an innovative hydrofoil
boat designed, engineered, and constructed
by Joey Ruiter with assistance from Mark
Spoelhof, was unveiled at the 62nd Annual
Grand Rapids Boat Show.
Sue Boehme recently exhibited her “Coming
and Going” sculpture during Artspace—
Newaygo County Council for the Arts.

ALUMNI NEWS
WARD VELDMAN, CHAIRMAN, STEVENS ADVERTISING,
AND KENDALL ALUM WINS 2007 SILVER MEDAL
The Ad Club of West Michigan presented the Silver Medal award to Kendall alum Ward Veldman,
Chairman, Stevens Advertising. A fixture of the West Michigan advertising community for more
than 40 years, Ward Veldman started his career at Aves Advertising in Grand Rapids in 1966 after
graduating from Kendall School of Art and Design with a degree in Advertising. “At the time, Kendall
had only three degree programs: Advertising, Furniture Design, and Broadcast, and wasn’t even
called a college; it was a school,” recalls Veldman.
He worked as an art director on many high-profile national accounts, including Steelcase and
Haworth (then the #1 and #3 office furniture manufacturers, respectively), Baker Furniture (a
leading manufacturer of high-end residential furniture at the time), The Merchandise Mart in
Chicago, and others.
In 1968, Ward joined Stevens Advertising in Grand Rapids, where he worked with agency President
George Woolfson, creative director on the Amway account. Ward developed his skills and became
Senior Art Director on the Amway account, creating national print and broadcast advertising
campaigns that ran in numerous national publications, including USA Today, The Wall Street
Journal, The Atlanta Constitution, the Chicago Sun-Times, The New York Times, Time Magazine,
Newsweek, and U.S. News & World Report, as well as on the NBC, CBS and ABC television
networks and the Mutual Radio Broadcasting System.
In 1975, Ward became a partner in the Stevens agency and directed all print and television materials
for Amway until 1986, when Amway took their advertising program in-house. In 1985, Veldman
became a majority owner of Stevens, and his experience in consumer, resort, and travel marketing
helped the agency continue to grow in clients and annual billings. He served as president through
2004, and the following year, he sold his remaining interests to current President Allen Crater and
current Executive Vice President Mike Muller. Veldman continues to be a presence in the agency,
serving as chairman and acting “Of Counsel.”
An avid skier, Veldman has won many races, including NASTAR and Grand Mamie, and in 1978,
he created the adult ski-racing league at Cannonsburg that continues to this day. Veldman also
volunteers for the Amerikam Brian Diemer 5K Run.
The American Advertising Federation’s Silver Medal Award was established in 1959 to honor
outstanding members of the local advertising community. Recipients are nominated by their
peers, selected by a panel of judges, and have shown success in advertising agency, advertiser,
media, or advertising service; shown a consistent, high degree of original thinking; worked to
increase the stature and raise the standards of the advertising profession; and demonstrated
activity in civic, religious, or other groups dedicated to human or social welfare.
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ALUMNI NOTES
Gayle (Lewis) Maurer (Illustration, 1971)
has recently been hired by Print Masters,
a printing company in Cadillac, Michigan,
to create graphics materials. Prior to joining
Print Masters, Gayle worked for a television
station in Cadillac and a Christian publisher
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where she
designed and illustrated teaching materials
and created a cartoon character, “Max,” that
accompanied three teen textbooks.
Merrilee Olmstead, ASID, CID (Interior
Design, 1975), owner of Olmstead Interior
Design & Space Planning in Palmyra,
New York, was recently elected president
of the ASID Chapter New York Upstate/
Canada East.
Scott Rosema (Illustration, 1979) was one
of four artists with illustrations on display
at the Holland Area Arts Council. “Works of
Wonder” featured about 70 works created
especially for the show in basic media such
as pen and ink, watercolor, acrylic, pencil,
and pastel on paper and canvas and ranging
in size from 2-inch-square works to 20-by-30inch pieces—all sharing science fiction,
horror, and fantasy themes. Rosema resides
in Muskegon and operates Temujin Studio
with his wife, Suzanne, a stained-glass artist.
Judy Aldrich (AFA, 1981, and Illustration,
2000) recently painted three murals for
the Greenville Community Center, funded
through the Youth Advisory Council. A ParaEducator for Greenville Michigan Public
Schools and part-time muralist, Judy has
designed and painted numerous murals for
homes and schools and painted many sets
for the Flat River Players and Hans Christian
Andersen Theater.
Kathy Buist (Illustration, 1989), now residing
and working in New York, was one of three
featured artists at The Nabi Gallery in
Chelsea. The exhibit, “In Praise of Summer,”
ran through March and featured landscapes.
The other artists were Robert Pillsbury and
Nick Savides.
Dan Yates (Furniture Design, 1989) was
chosen by Art Van Furniture Company of
Warren Michigan to create the first grouping
in its new Michigan H.O.M.E.S. furniture
collection. H.O.M.E.S. represents each of
the Great Lakes, and the collection’s theme
is Michigan’s lifestyle. Yates’ first grouping,
called Copper Harbor, is composed of
approximately 40 pieces in dining room,
bedroom and occasional furniture, made
primarily of pine with features that include
supple leather, hand-forged copper accents,
and brass tacking, which represents the
ruggedness of the Keweenaw Peninsula in
the Lake Superior Region. He is working on
the second grouping, which will have a Lake
Michigan lakeshore theme. Yates is employed
by Charles Harris Design Associates, a
freelance design firm in High Point, North
Carolina. His clients include JCPenny and
Haverty Home.

Two Kendall alumni received ADDY Awards
for their work at the “Wicked Good” ADDY
Awards, presented February 22 at DeVos
Place in downtown Grand Rapids. Jody
Williams (Illustration, 1991) was a member
of the creative team that took Best of Show
and a Gold ADDY for the Steelcase Alive
Seating Advertising Campaign. Williams
also won a Gold ADDY for the Steelcase
brochure, “Don’t Hate Me Because I’m a
Cubicle.” Winning a Gold ADDY and Judges’
Choice for Best Concept was Mike
Klingelsmith (Illustration, 1992), Greenlight
Marketing Designer (and adjunct faculty)
for “Downtown Marshall Development
Association’s Downtown Marshall Billboard
—ATMs.”
James Owen (Industrial Design, 1994)
released his latest creation for Design Within
Reach: Leo, a modern cat-scratching post
constructed of a Zebrawood scratching column
with a polished 11-inch aluminum base. The
post is designed to fit into the modern abode
and become complimentary to the home
environment; its Zebrawood grain is pliable
enough for a cat’s claw-sharpening activities
but sturdy enough to keep its overall shape.
The contrasting pattern and direction of
the grain help to disguise kitty’s claw marks,
allowing for a lifetime of use. See it at
www.jamesowendesign.com (click on lower
right image).
Ben VanDyke (Visual Communications, 1999,
and former adjunct instructor, 2000–2002)
has been granted the Fulbright Award. Ben,
his wife, and their three children have moved
to the Netherlands so that Ben can complete
his research project in graphic design that he
began at the University of Michigan. The
traditional Fulbright Scholar Program sends
800 U.S. faculty and professionals abroad
each year. Grantees lecture and conduct
research in a wide variety of academic and
professional fields.
Phyllis Greene (Visual Communication,
2000), art director, Fitzgerald+CO, Atlanta,
Georgia, won a Silver National ADDY for her
single ad for Tombow “Ways,” which also
won four District Gold ADDYs. Her Tombow
campaign won five Gold, four Silver and
three Bronze ADDYs at “ShowSouth,” a local
ADDY competition that includes entries from
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina.
Matt Hurley (Furniture Design, 2000),
winner of the 2006 Kendall Recent Graduate
Achievement award, has left Otto and Moore,
Inc., to start his own freelance design
business.

Andrew Nyssen (Industrial Design, 2000)
designed a new shoe for New Balance, called
the ST33 which was reviewed in the “News”
section of Sole Collector Magazine. Drew’s
design incorporates shiny scales, perforated
gills, and iridescent colors and was inspired
by a combination of his desire to make shoes
that people feel happy with and to create
a design that had never been seen before.
Once he decided on fish (the clown fish
[think Nemo], the butterfly fish, and the neon
fish), capturing their essence for a shoe was
more difficult than he expected. Says Drew,
“We almost bought some of the fish just to
observe, but we thought that might not be
right. I ended up drawing the fish on the
boxes myself. And we pledge that no fish
were hurt in this project!” Read all the details
at www.solecollector.com.
Allison DeMarse (Interior Design, 2003)
is the new design manager at izzydesign,
a design, manufacturer, and marketer of
cool, affordable office furniture and seating.
In her new role, Allison is responsible for
maintaining the company’s design direction
and philosophy, originally set by izzydesign
Founder and President Chuck Saylor. As the
design liaison on all izzydesign products,
marketing materials, and showroom displays,
Allison will monitor material, finish, and color
trends to keep izzydesign on the leading
edge of fashion and design. Allison joined
izzydesign in 2004 as a marketing associate.
She is a professional member of the
International Interior Design Association
(IIDA) and the West Michigan Environmental
Action Council (WMEAC).
Michelle Bosak (Sculpture, 2004) received
one of ten University Fellowships at the
Illinois State school of art. She also received
an award at the 31st annual Rock Island
juried exhibition, near Iowa’s quad cities.
She also spent 12 days in Poland to attend
workshops at the Academy of Fine Arts in
Katowice, where she engaged in collaborative
works with students and participated in a
gallery show. Learn more on her web site,
www.michelebosak.com.
Artspace—Newaygo County Council for
the Arts exhibited “Coming and Going,”
a sculpture by Sue Boehme (Sculpture,
2005). Sue (sculpture and ceramic professor
at Muskegon Community College) has
fashioned her two dozen assemblages
from various combinations of clay, wood,
glass, aluminum, iron, steel, and stone. The
title of the show refers to the life processes
of maturing and deteriorating. As Sue
describes it in her gallery statement, while
currently experiencing an empty nest, she
has found time to reflect on her life and
family and to develop her craft.

Steve Nelson (Industrial Design, 2005)
has his first full boat design, the Baja 277
Islander, featured in the February 2007
issue of Powerboat Magazine. Reviewed
in the magazine’s regular column “Boat
Tests,” Nelson’s design earned “Great looks
and good performance at a reasonable
price. What’s not to love about the Baja
277 Islander?” Read the entire review at
www.powerboatmag.com.
Jayme Lynne Sailor (Interior Design, 2005)
has been hired as a designer by WorkSquared
in Lansing Michigan.
Scott Naylor (2006) recently had a mixedmedia relief piece purchased by Lambert,
Edwards and Associates, a local public
relations firm. The program, established
by the PR firm, is to generate art for the
agency office that reflects its own work.
Naylor’s work, “EntroPR,” consists of two
hemispheres of mahogany with aluminum
tubing protruding in every direction. The
scholarship competition was open to all
Kendall students and required participants
to create a quarter-scale maquette of an
original, wall-hung sculpture for judging.
The PR firm covered all production costs
for winners to produce the full-scale works,
which hang in the firm’s office in downtown
Grand Rapids.
Joey Ruiter (Industrial Design), design
principal of JRuiter Studio, unveiled his
innovative concept boat at the 62nd Annual
Grand Rapids Boat Show in February. Joey
designed, engineered, and constructed his
innovative watercraft: a full-size hydrofoil
boat with twin forward-mounted jet-drive
motors, called the Front-Runner. More
aircraft than boat, it has an airplane-like
steering system that allows changes in
heading, pitch, and bank, and a design that
allows it to navigate waters that are usually
inaccessible. Assisting with fabrication and
design work was Mark Spoelhof (Industrial
Design, 2006). Joey is owner of more than
two-dozen design patents and has also
taught design at Kendall. He recently won
the OFS Furniture Hot Seat II Competition.
His design studio and prototype shop are
located in Grand Rapids.
In Memoriam: James Bradley “Brad”
Simpson (Furniture Design, 1988) passed
away on January 12 after a 14-month battle
with cancer. Brad was employed as staff
designer for Clayton Marcus Furniture
(a La-Z-Boy company) in Hickory, North
Carolina. Brad was 46, and leaves behind
his wife, Allison Harper Simpson.

Amber Frazier (Interior Design, 2005)
received the Nelson Design Consortium’s
President’s Award for the month of July. Hired
by the Chicago office in early 2006, Amber
received the award in recognition for her
project work for Omnicom, a new national
account for Nelson. Nelson is an international
integrated services company with 35 locations
and more than 490 employees around the
world. Services include interior design,
architecture, strategies, workplace services,
engineering, and information services.
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Left to right:
Kendall’s Annual Student Excellence Awards
Exhibition will include the work of Walter
Merchant, Industrial Design, and Laura
Hagan, Photography.

GALLERY NEWS

Portfolio is published three times yearly by Kendall College
of Art and Design of Ferris State University.

ANNUAL STUDIO EXCELLENCE AWARDS EXHIBITION

May 1 – July 31, 2007
This annual exhibition celebrates the work of students whose work best represents Kendall’s studio
programs. The faculty from each program chose one student to honor with this special award.
This year’s recipients are Isaac Karth, Digital Media; Naomi Fish, Fine Arts; Candace Trew, Illustration;
Diane McCabe, Furniture Design; Christa Allison, Graphic Design; Walter Merchant, Industrial Design;
Agata Dasgupta, Interior Design; Elizabeth Gaines, Metals/Jewelry Design; Brian Brown, Painting;
Laura Hagan, Photography; and Timothy Maddox, Sculpture/Functional Art. See examples of their
work above and on page 11 of this issue.

COMING EVENTS
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John Koziatek
Koz Creative, Inc.
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Jeff Hage, Green Frog Photo
Darlene Kaczmarczyk
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FUTURE CONTRIBUTIONS
To submit articles, photos, or news for future issues, please
contact the Editor. To submit Alumni News for publication,
contact the Alumni Relations Director.
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES
The Portfolio is a free publication for alumni, friends, and
supporters of Kendall College of Art and Design. To subscribe,
change address, or unsubscribe, please contact the Alumni
Relations Director.

May 1 – July 31 Studio Excellence Awards Exhibition
May 1:
Opening Reception, Kendall Student Commons, 4pm – 7pm
May 4:
Awards Dinner, Fourth Floor, Peninsular Club, 6pm
May 1 – July 31: Exhibition, Kendall College of Art and Design
May 1 – 5
Annual Kendall Student Exhibition
May 1:
Opening Reception, Kendall Student Commons, 4pm – 7pm
May 1 – 4:
Exhibition, Kendall College of Art and Design, 9am – 9pm
May 5:
Exhibition, Kendall College of Art and Design, 9am – 2pm
May 3
Kendall Retirees’ Brunch and Tour
Kendall College of Art and Design, 10am
May 4 – 5
Commencement and Related Activities
May 4:
Commencement Rehearsal, Fountain Street Church, 10am
Kendall Graduate and Alumni Luncheon, UICA, 12 noon
May 5:
Faculty/Staff Breakfast, Kendall Student Commons, 8:30am
78th Annual Commencement Ceremony, Fountain Street Church,
10:30am
Commencement address: Ray C. Anderson, chairman, Interface, Inc.
Valedictorian: Candace Trew
Post-Ceremony Reception, Kendall Student Commons, 12 noon
May 11
“Connect to Kendall” Day for High School Juniors
May 14
Summer Session Begins
June 11 – 13
NeoCon Class, Chicago
June 25
Summer Session Ends
July 13
Student Housing Day
August 23
New Student Orientation
August 27
Fall Semester Begins
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